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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I hope you have had a lovely summer break and are ready to send your lovely children back to school on 
Monday 16th August, the whole school team can’t wait to welcome them back through our gates.   

I know that our June Newsletter had a lot of reminders for us returning for our new school term but due to the 
changes that came into place this month I felt I should give you all a quick update before our usual August 
Newsletter.   

In line with the guidance schools have been given by both the Scottish Government and Renfrewshire Council, 
we have updated our school’s Risk Assessment and revised some aspects of our COVID 19 mitigations that 
have been in place. Our Risk Assessment can be viewed on our school website by following this link: 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/re/stfergus/2021/08/13/updated-covid-19-risk-assessment-for-st-fergus-
primary/ 

This guidance will be reviewed in 6 weeks and I will make you aware of further changes as soon as I am 
informed. 

Due to the Scottish Government’s guidance in a school setting of maintaining physical distancing and the 
wearing of masks, unless exempt, we are continuing with our staggered starts and end times to ensure that 
we avoid unnecessary crowding at the school gates.  These are: 

Class Start Time End of Day 

P1 & P7 8:45am 2:45pm 

P2 & P6 8:50 am 2:50pm 

P3 & P5 8:55am 2:55pm 

P4 9am 3pm 

 
Unfortunately, parents/carers are still unable to enter the building under the new guidelines therefore P1 
parent/carers should arrive at the playground gate at 9:15am where our staff will be there to guide you. 
Please don’t be too early as this can be a busy time and daunting for our children.  Please do not worry we will 
send you a few pictures throughout the day so that you can see your children in class. At the end of the day all 
Primary 1 children should be collected at the main gate at 2:15pm. From Tuesday, their start/end time is as 
indicated in the table above.  

Reminders from Steven Quinn’s Letter sent you all parents/carers this week: 

Contact Tracing and Self-Isolation  

We very much welcome some changes to contact tracing and self-isolation being introduced and you can read 
more about this in your letter from NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde (www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/NHS-TP-1108).  
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If someone is identified by NHS Test and Protect as being a close contact the following new rules apply: 
Children aged 5 to 18  

Will not have to isolate for 10 days, so long as they remain asymptomatic and have a negative result from a 
PCR test.  

Under 5s 

Will not have to isolate so long as they remain asymptomatic but there is no mandatory requirement for them 
to have a negative result from a PCR test.  

Adults  

Who are double vaccinated and have a negative result from a PCR test will no longer have to isolate if they are 
a contact of a positive case.  

Steven’s full letter can be viewed by following link below: 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/re/public/stfergus/uploads/sites/2285/2021/08/13112718/Parent-Carer-
Update-Letter-11-August.pdf 

School Reminders 

Nut, Mango and Kiwi Allergies 
We are a nut, mango and kiwi free zone as we have children with severe allergies which, for these children, is 
life threatening. I would ask for your co-operation and ensure that no nuts, mangos or kiwi’s are brought in to 
school for snack or lunch. Please note that these ingredients can be found in flavoured water, chocolate 
spread, biscuits, cereal bars etc. Please always check the ingredients.   
School Uniform 
As you know this year the children were encouraged to wear a relaxed uniform, from August 2021 the children 
should return wearing their full school uniform. Please remember that our agreed school uniform is:  

• Girls   Grey Skirt/Trousers 

• Boys  Grey Trousers 

• All Pupils   Gold Polo Shirt or White Shirt and School 
Grey Jumper Sweatshirt or Cardigan 

Are You Getting What You Are Entitled To? 
Scottish Child Payment  
Scottish Child Payment is a new benefit being introduced by the Scottish Government to tackle child poverty. 
It is for low income families already in receipt of qualifying benefits. To start with, Scottish Child Payment will 
be available to families with children under six years of age only. Scottish Child Payment will open for 
applications in November 2020, with first payments being made from the end of February 2021. Low-income 
families with a child under six will be able to apply for £10 per child, per week - equivalent to £520 per year. 
There are no limits on the number of eligible children supported by Scottish Child Payment. From information 
on how to apply please visit: https://www.mygov.scot/scottish-child-payment/how-to-apply/ 
Free School Meals 
Your child may be entitled to free school meals if: 

• Your child attends a Renfrewshire school or has been placed in an educational establishment outside 
Renfrewshire by Renfrewshire council, or; 

• You receive income support, any income-related element of employment and support allowance, 
maximum working tax credits (if you earn less than £6,420/year), child tax credit only (if you earn less 
than £16,190) or pension credit 

Apply online at: http://renfrewshire.gov.uk/Freeschoolmealsandclothinggrants 
Eligible parents who choose NOT to apply for free school meals will not get money back dated.  
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Clothing Grants 
Parents or carers of children attending Renfrewshire primary, secondary or additional support needs schools 
during the school session who satisfy the financial conditions are eligible to apply for free school meals and/or 
clothing grants. A clothing grant is a payment made by Renfrewshire council to qualifying parents or carers to 
assist with the purchase of school uniforms. For session 2020-2021, the level of clothing grant is £100 per 
eligible pupil. A maximum of one grant will be paid for each child during any school year. 

Apply online at: http://renfrewshire.gov.uk/Freeschoolmealsandclothinggrants 
 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss anything, please contact the school via phone or email our 
enquiries mailbox. Anne in our office will ensure that the query is passed to the right person and we will get 
back to you as soon as possible. We are continuing to limit visitors to the school and respectfully request that 
phone or email is your first point of contact with the school during this time. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Mhairi McDonald 
HEAD TEACHER 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Director of Children’s Services:  Steven Quinn 

 

Our Vision: 

‘Working together to promote, excellence in 
achievement and well-being for all.’ 
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