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St Catherine’s Primary School 

Attain, Achieve, Aspire
St. Catherine’s School Position Paper   

ICT Policy: Enhancing Learning and Teaching Through the Use of Digital Technology
UNCRC LINKS

Article 28: You have a right to an education.

Article 29: Education should develop your personality and talents to the full.

Introduction
In September 2016 Deputy First minister John Swinney stated the importance for digital literacy in the publication ‘Enhancing learning and teaching through the use of digital technology’. 

“Digital technology can make a significant contribution. Where our educators are supported through professional development, resources and leadership, digital technology can enrich learning and teaching, help to raise levels of attainment and close the attainment gap.”

· John Swinney September 2016
In March 2021, Nicola Sturgeon promised to provide schools with increased digital technologies post COVID-19. Leading digital education expert, Andrew Jewell, stated that Scottish education has reached a “critical stage” and now is the time to preserve the lessons learned from Covid. The education secretary announcement this week that the rollout of 700,000 laptops and tablets to every pupil in Scotland has begun, he is looking forward to a brighter tech future.
“Digital technologies are changing the way we live our daily lives. The Digital Strategy for Scotland sets out an ambitious vision of a Scotland where everyone has the necessary skills and connectivity to thrive and where technology is used to improve access to services designed around the needs of people.”

· Creating an Inclusive Digital World, Gail MacGregor, COSLA 2021
Digital Technology can enrich the lives of our children and can help support their learning, closing the attainment gap, preparing our children for jobs that currently exist, jobs still to be found, preparing our children to leave school as young adults ready to contribute to Scotland’s workforce. 

Aims 
· To achieve Digital Schools Award in ’24-’25 session. 

· To increase digital literacy throughout the school curriculum.

· To increase access to digital technology in all stages within the school.

· To empower our children to advance their skills for work and lifelong learning.

· To provide the best start in life for our children using digital resources.

· To provide a positive impact using digital technology for staff and learners.

· To showcase a safe and responsible way of accessing the internet.
· To enhance digital literacy as a supportive tool for children with ASN.

· To increase equity amongst our students with engaging and motivating lessons. 

· To provide tools to facilitate support with EAL for parents and children.

· To equip our children with the opportunity to succeed in a digital future.

· To continuously increase staff knowledge through CPD on how to effectively utilise digital technologies in the classroom.
· To use new pedagogical approaches and implement new Digital Pathways to support the delivery of the curriculum. 
We aim to deliver a Technologies Programme which allows our teachers flexibility and scope to plan for a wide variety of experiences which will enable young people to develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes that they require for lifelong learning.

In St Catherine’s, we hope to develop:

	Successful Learners
	
	Confident Individuals

	· Access and use information from different kinds of sources

· Think critically about evidence and arguments arising from IT

· Arrive at own conclusions about a range of issues

· Justify own views in discussion and debate

· Use technology to support learning


	
	· Understand about their sense of online identity

· Be strong enough to keep themselves safe on the internet

· Make wise decisions based on experience, knowledge and skills

· Identify accurate and factual sources of information on the Internet

· Gain confidence in their use of technology
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	Responsible Citizens
	
	Effective Contributors

	· Use the internet wisely and safely

· Develop respect for people

· Develop responsible Internet skills and use them regularly

· Evaluate scientific, environmental and technological developments


	
	· Building a better world

· To be able to use my skills in, and knowledge of, technology in a variety of contexts

· Be aware of the role and impact of technologies and share my thinking

· Become an informed consumer


St Catherine’s Vision for all learners:
· To have the skills and ability to experiment and create digital technology solutions.

· To understand and demonstrate the benefits of digital technology.

· To have the opportunity to use digital technology and access online content, during and when planning learning and teaching.

· To have the skills and knowledge to demonstrate how to keep ourselves safe online.

Strategic Principles 
The following principles were identified as fundamental to effective learning and teaching supported by digital technology. They should be considered when developing local approaches to the use of digital technology in learning and teaching. 

The best interest of learners – All decisions relating to the provision and incorporation of digital technology in learning and teaching must be in the best interest of learners. 

Local leadership and national support – Approaches to learning and teaching enhanced by digital technology work best when adapted to local contexts. It should be for local 
leaders to make decisions concerning the use of digital technology to support education. The Scottish Government and Education Scotland will support these local decisions by providing advice and guidance. 

Partnership working and sharing practice – In order for digital technology to successfully enhance learning and teaching, partnership working, the sharing of responsibility and the sharing of practice is essential. Our learners will only be able to benefit fully from digital technology in education once this collaborative approach is embedded. 

Inclusion and opportunities for all learners – The unique flexibility offered by digital technology allows educators to tailor their approaches to best suit individual learners. When learners have the opportunity to learn in a way that best suits them, they have the best opportunity to improve their educational outcomes. 

Integration – Any successful approach to enhancing learning and teaching through the use of digital technology must be integrated and aligned with relevant policies and initiatives in both the education and digital sectors. 

Sustainability and affordability – The prominence of digital technology in society has grown rapidly in recent years and this trend shows no sign of slowing down. To ensure that our children and young people can benefit fully for generations to come, it is imperative that any developments are both sustainable and affordable. 

Evolution – Digital technology is constantly changing both in terms of the technology itself and the pedagogies used to deliver learning and teaching enhanced by digital technology. To ensure our children and young people benefit fully, our approaches will need to be continuously reviewed and improved.

ENHANCING LEARNING AND TEACHING THROUGH THE USE OF DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 
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Security and Maintenance
  ICT equipment is expensive and as such particular care and attention should be given to the security and maintenance of such equipment.

It is the role of the adults in the school to ensure good practice in the using of the equipment is exercised at all times.

All technology equipment borrowed should be:

· handled with care.
· returned at the end of the school day to a secure location.
· returned in full working order.
· if there is an issue make sure it is reported to ICT Coordinator (Digital Champion) and/or senior management team in first instance.
· returned with all required packaging/information/cables etc.

All wires are safely tucked away and that a safe and tidy environment exists around Chromebooks/laptops and their trolleys.
Laptops

Staff responsibility to ensure:

· Laptops are put away in a secure location.
· Laptops are handled with care at all times and carried in their holders.

· Screens are cleaned regularly.

Computers

Staff responsibility to ensure:

· Each computer is kept in working order.
· Faulty equipment is logged on to the ICT helpdesk desk.
Chromebooks

Staff responsibility to ensure:

· Chromebook trolleys are stored in a secure location at the end of each day.
· Chromebooks are handled with care at all times and carried in their holders.
· Each trolley with have 20 Chromebooks kept in it stored in the AV room. This will be updated as more equipment is purchased.

iPads

Staff responsibility to ensure:

· iPads are stored in a secure location within the AV room.
· All iPads named to quick identification. 
· iPads are plugged in and charged in the mornings. 

· A timetable is in place for each class to ensure fair use of all equipment.
· Apps should be regularly monitored and removed/updated when required.

· Photos and media should be deleted when no longer required. 
· We currently have 1 iPad caddy with 17 iPads stored within the trolley.
Promethean Boards
Staff responsibility to ensure:
· Any issues are reported to ICT Coordinator and a job is logged on the ICT helpdesk.

Equality of Opportunity and Provision for PEF
All pupils should develop positive attitudes towards ICT, they should develop an understanding of the potential of ICT and show confidence and enjoyment in its use.

Priority will be given to ensuring equality of access and quality of experience for all pupils according to need and irrespective of race, gender, disability, age and class.  Those who are most proficient with the technology will be encouraged to share their expertise and confidence.

At St Catherine’s Primary School, we have tried our best to support all our children and close the attainment gap. We have 239 pupils (as of 2025): 
· 230 children living in SIMD 1, 2, and 3 (96%).   
· 101 children who have a free school meal entitlement (42%).
· 116 children on a clothing grant entitlement (49%). 
· 86 children with an ASN including EAL (36%). 
Internet Safety

We seek to put the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child at the heart of our school’s ethos and culture. In this regard, Article 13 of this convention is particularly important in developing a healthy and skilled approach to internet safety. 
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Article 13 – Children have the right to get and to share information, as long as the information is not damaging to them or to others

We adhere to Renfrewshire council GDPR agreement and follow the guidelines appropriately.  A link can be found;
http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/article/2059/Data-protection
Online Safety Week will take place each year comprising of a whole school assembly and lessons for each class led by Digital Champion. Afterwards children will take part in a whole school competition to link our new values in with internet safety. All children will complete Primary Pupil CR-ISSurvey (https://forms.office.com/Pages/ShareFormPage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKZIUMwqv4pNJsu0faBFOOmBUQzVSNzBUNVZRNzFJU1c1Q0JEVUpTUTQwWi4u&sharetoken=qPrN6n4BdM3BOu8pbjep) 
Staff will also engage in CRIS (Cyber Resilience & Internet Safety) lessons within Renfrewshire’s Digital Technologies Planners across all levels. 

Eco School
As an Eco School, we are dedicated to reducing our carbon footprint. We have three goals - to combat climate change, tackle litter and waste, and protect and enhance the places we live, work and visit. By evaluating and reducing our paper waste, we knew it was important to increase our use of digital technology to support the teaching and assessment of learning. 
"Digital technology is a source of incredible opportunity – to open new markets, work in new ways, tackle climate change and make links across the globe.”
- Innovation Minister, Ivan McKee
Learning and Teaching

By implementing Renfrewshire’s Digital Pathways into our forward planning, staff have been able to plan challenging, engaging and enjoyable learning and teaching activities which will stimulate the interest and motivation of children. It has also provided flexibility and choice for both teachers and learners which will sustain interest and enthusiasm. It allows for effective learning and teaching, and will draw upon a variety of approaches including:

· Active learning which provides opportunities to observe, explore, experiment and create
· Use of relevant contexts and experiences familiar to children and young people

· Appropriate and effective use of digital technology 

· Building on the principles of Assessment is for Learning

· Both collaborative and independent learning

· Discussion and informed debate
· Interdisciplinary learning experiences

How are skills developed in the Technologies?
Our developing range of skills will include:

· Curiosity and problem-solving skills, a capacity to work with others and take initiative

· Planning and organisational skills in a range of contexts

· Creativity and innovation, for example through ICT and computer aided design and manufacturing approaches.

· Skills in using tools, equipment, software and materials

· Skills in collaborating, leading and interacting with others

· Critical thinking through exploration and discovery within a range of learning contexts

· Discussion and debate

· Searching and retrieving information to inform thinking within diverse learning contexts

· Making connections between specialist skills developed within learning and skills for work

· Evaluating products, systems and services

· Presentation skills
Supporting ASN

All children are encouraged to use digital literacy to support their learning in St Catherine’s Primary school. However, many strategies are in place to help support children with ASN or children highlighted from PEF. Some of these include;

· ‘Read Write’ for those children with dyslexia and ASN. 

· Immersive reader to help children with EAL or dyslexia.

· Dedicated laptops to support children in completing tasks.
· Children with visual problems have been shown how to use the zoom tool within the iPad.

· Digital Leaders are used to support children advance their digital literacy skills. 
· Promethean boards to aid learners. 

What learning and teaching approaches are useful in the technologies?
The experiences and outcomes are intended to tap into children’s and young people’s natural inventiveness and their desire to create and work in practical ways. They act as a motivation for progressively developing skills, knowledge, understanding and attitudes, and so maximise achievement. Effective learning and teaching will draw upon a wide variety of approaches to enrich the experience of children and young people, particularly through collaborative and independent learning.

The experiences and outcomes are well suited for learning beyond school: in colleges, in the voluntary sector and in partnership with businesses, where children and young people may experience learning activities that are relevant to employment or future vocational learning.

Proficiency in Digital Skills is an ideal vehicle for shared learning between and amongst children, young people and teachers. Many teachers may need to build their own knowledge and confidence, often learning with and from children and young people, in this area of continually evolving development
Roles & responsibilities

There is a designated Digital Champion within the school to oversee the planning and delivery of ICT within the school. 

The Digital Champion will be responsible for:
· Raising standards in Digital Technology.
· Facilitating the use of ICT across the curriculum in collaboration with all subject coordinators

providing or organising training to keep staff skills and knowledge up to date.
· Advising colleagues about effective teaching strategies, managing equipment and purchasing resources.
· Monitoring the delivery of the ICT curriculum and reporting to the Headteacher/ Depute on the status of the subject.
· Training P7 Digital Leaders in digital skills. 

· Creation of lunchtime Coding Club. 

· Assemblies and activities including Online Safety Week & Scottish Digital Literacy Week. 
Communication with Parents and Carers
Teachers report to parents on pupils’ progress in all areas of Technologies. They are available to discuss pupil progress on specific areas annually at parent interviews and frequent curricular events. Twitter and emails are used to communicate and showcase work with parents however we will begin to move to the platform BlueSky as per Renfrewshire council’s guidance. 
Roles & responsibilities for Parents and Carers 

P5, P6 and P7 parents will receive a letter from the school with information for keeping your child safe online and will be asked to return a slip to acknowledge you have read this information. This includes age limits for apps and age-appropriate guidance for parents. This information is supplied from Get Safe Online and Renfrewshire Council. The school strongly recommend following the guidance from Get Safe online and Renfrewshire Council. Should there be any concerns regarding the online safety of a child, according to the guidance, the police should be contacted. 
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