Science activities for learning at home

 

	Level
	Second

	Experiences and Outcomes
	SCN 2-08b

	Background information for teachers
	· Explores the factors which affect floating, for example, the object’s shape and the density of the material that the object is made of, and collates, organises and summarises findings with assistance. 


Information for parents/carers and learners

	What to do



	This learning is to extend the thinking of floating and sinking through buoyancy.


	What resources you might need



	· Grapes or smarties, several clear cups of water, salt, sugar, baking soda.
· Tub with water, mandarin, orange, egg, salt, spoon.

	Questions to explore



	· What do you think will happen? 
· What links can we make to the clear water and salty water to water around us? What happens to us in the sea?
· Will it sink or float?
· Has taken the peel off the mandarin/orange made a difference?

	What information you might want to record



	· Floating/Sinking experiment in different types of water

1.Dissolve 2 tablespoons of salt in one cup of water, 2 tablespoons of sugar into another cup of water and 2 tablespoons of baking soda in the third cup. Make sure to leave one cup with just water. Put a label or label underneath each cup so you remember what each cup has in it.
2. Predict what will happen when you drop your small grape/smarties into each cup…will they sink or float? Record your answers.

3. Drop your grapes/smarties into each cup- where your predictions right?

(To your support- make sure that you have enough powder in the water for the size of food you are using)

If your experiment works you should find that the food should float in only 2 mixtures (bs/sa)

· Buoyancy of a mandarin/egg
1.Predict what will happen when you put the mandarin into the water- will it float or sink?

2. Drop it in the water- were you right?

3. Predict if you peel the mandarin/orange- will it make a difference? Write your answer and why you think that.

4. Drop the peeled fruit into the water…what happened?

5. Describe how the whole fruit and the peeled fruit are different.

If you want to try this with other fruit you would peel then try it and record your results.

6. Place the egg in the water- and talk about whether it would sink or float like the fruit.

7. Start adding salt to the water and mix. You could link this learning to maths and write down how many tablespoons of salt you have added to the water, then test to see if there are any changes to whether the egg sinks or floats. Eventually you should see the egg starting to float.


