[image: ][image: ]Early Writing Skills
Why is art important?
Here are some of the reasons encouraging you child to draw is important:
· Drawing forms, the base for other creative arts such as painting, sculpture and calligraphy.
· It is directly connected with important skills such as reading and writing 
· Drawing is possibly the most accessible art form for kids – a sheet of paper (any kind) and a pencil is all you need.
· Early exposure to any form of art – visual or performance – has been known to boost brain activity.
· Your child is better prepared to understand other subjects when drawing activities are part of the curriculum.
· Learning to draw enables children to express themselves in different creative ways.
· Drawing activities for kids not only let your youngster have fun but also help develop their fine motor skills and imagination.
Encouraging your child through fun drawing activities is a good idea but remember, it is important to let them draw whatever they want whenever they feel like it. 


[image: ]Stages of drawing:














[image: ]Pencil grip:










Children learn to draw and hold their pencil in different stages. It is however it important to understand that children develop at different paces, so there for the ages and stages of development are just guidelines. 

Activity ideas:
[image: ]
[image: ]Painting with different materials i.e. paint brushes, fingers, sponges 
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[image: ]Drawing on different surfaces using different writing materials i.e.  garden fence, ground, paper, white board using chalk, pens, pencils, charcoal. 



[image: ][image: ]
Drawing and writing in different malleable resources using fingers or other writing tools i.e. flour, glitter and lentils 





[image: ][image: ]Making models using play dough, clay or household junk i.e. boxes, bottle lids and bottles





Questions you can ask?

[image: ]       Can you tell me about your drawing?
       [image: ]What did you use to make your picture?
       [image: ]Where did you get your ideas?
       [image: ]What is your favourite part of your picture?
       [image: ]How did you ………. (Make these lines or shapes, decide on the colours to use)?
      [image: ]What else are you going to add to your picture?

[bookmark: _GoBack]
image3.png
Perspectives

Drawing Development in
Children

Viktor Lowenfeld
Betty Edwards

ktor Lowenfeld
Creative and Mental Growth

Scribbling
stage

First
disordered
scribbles are
simply records
of enjoyable
Kinesthetic
activity, not
attempts at
portraying the
visual world.
After six
‘months of

The preschematic stage

First conscious creation of form
occurs around age three and
provides a tangible record of the
childs thinking process. The first
representational attempt is a
person, usually with circle for head
and two vertical ines for legs. Later
other forms develop, clearly
recognizable and often quite
complex. Children continually search
for new concepts so symbols
constantly change.

The schematic stage

“The child arrives at a "schema,” a
definite way of portraying an
object, although it will be
‘modified when he needs to portray
something important. The schema
represents the child's active
Knowledge of the subject. At this
stage, there is definite order in
space relationships: everything
sits on the base line.

The gang stage: The dawning
realism

“The child finds that schematic generalization
no longer suffices to express reality. This
‘dawning of how things really look is usually
expressed with more detail for individual
parts, but s far from naturalism in drawing.
‘Space s discovered and depicted with
overlapping objects in drawings and  horizon
line rather than a base line. Children begin to
‘compare their work and become more critical
of it. While they are more independent of
‘adults, they are more anxious to conform to
their peers..
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