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	Name of resource:Teaching notes and ideas

	Macbeth Act 1



	Age group(s)
	Subject(s)

	12 to 14, 15 to 16 
	English

	Topic
	Language Level

	Macbeth 
	Beginner 

	Description of resource

	Resource pack comprising:
· Scene-by-scene summaries of Macbeth Act 1 in accessible English
· Two lists of key words or phrases to accompany each scene summary
· Set of pictures to accompany first list for each scene (second list is words or phrases for translation)
· DARTs activities to go with each scene summary 
· Answers to the DARTs activities so learners can correct their own work


	Preparation needed

	You will need: 
· a copy of the set of flashcards for the EAL beginner(s)
· copies of all worksheets for each EAL beginner in the class.
You will need to: 
· make flashcards by printing out the PowerPoint file as two-to-a-page handouts (recommended) or six-to-a-page for smaller cards and then cutting them up. These can be laminated for reuse.

	Curriculum objectives

	· To understand the plot of ‘Macbeth’
· To become familiar with the main characters and the motivation for their actions
· To reflect on the main themes of the play

	Language/Literacy objectives

	Functions
	Structures

	Describing
	· Simple past tense
· Time connectives: before, during, after

	Predicting
	· Future tense
· One day … will …
· … will become …
· … will never become …

	Comparing
	· More than / less than
·  ____er than / not as … as

	Vocabulary

	Language used in the scene summaries and accompanying key words/phrases is as simple as possible in terms of structure, but includes vocabulary that is fairly unusual but likely to be frequently used in class in relation to this text, e.g. prophecy, thane, dagger.




This resource could be used: 
· as differentiation within class for a learner or group of learners who are new or recent arrivals and whose level of English is not yet sufficient to access the actual text of Macbeth.

Ideas for using the resource 
What to do
· Scene summaries are provided for the learner to read instead of the text. Learners can be given the scene summary to read in advance of work in class on that scene / before watching any film version that is being used. Scene summaries can also be read in advance with a teaching assistant.
· If the EAL learner has a family member with good English literacy they may be able to help them read the scene summary at home before the lesson, or re-read it afterwards to check understanding and ensure the translations are accurate.
· EAL learners can be paired with a supportive peer who can provide a good model of English and can read the scene summary with them.
· EAL learners who share a first language can work together to read the scene summaries and translate key words and phrases.
· DARTs activities are provided on the scene summaries to make sure the EAL learner understands the plot. These activities focus on plot, character and the main themes of the play.
· Speaking and writing activities are included that highlight specific features of English explicitly. These activities focus on language needed for describing, predicting and comparing. 
· The visuals in this resource pack are useful to provide a context and to reduce the need for key words and phrases to be translated. This means that translation can be focused on the more abstract language needed to understand the plot and main themes of the play, e.g. power and corruption.
· The EAL learner can be given a highlighter pen to highlight unfamiliar words in the scene summaries as they read them. As these words are explained they can write the translation of the word or phrase on the sheets.
· Each scene summary has a list of key words or phrases to translate. This can be done by the learner themselves, a family member, a teacher, teaching assistant or student who shares the language, with the use of a bilingual dictionary or translation software.

Other ideas for making the best use of this resource
· Some of the activities in the pack, for example predicting what will happen later in the play or creating sentences based on the substitution table for Scenes 5 and 6, can be carried out as collaborative group or pair work. Early stage EAL learners could be grouped with supportive peers who can provide good models of English for them.
· Learners who share a language may find it helpful to discuss themes of the play in their first language before trying to talk about them in English. E.g. predicting what will happen at the end of the play.
· If a piece of extended writing is required, learners with good L1 literacy skills may find it helpful to write in their first language first and then translate it with support from a family member, a teacher, teaching assistant or supportive peer.

Possible extension activities 
· Some of the DARTs activities generate sentences that can be used to scaffold a more extended piece of writing. For example, the substitution table for Scenes 5 and 6 and the graphic organiser for Scene 7.
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