Guide to Understanding Standardised Scores
Many schools use standardised tests as part of their assessment practices. For many, the benefit lies in the reliable outcomes. 
Standardised scores compare a pupil’s performance to that of a nationally representative sample of pupils from the relevant year group, who will have all taken the same test at the same time of year.
The average score on standardised tests is always 100. Technically a score above 100 is above average and a score below 100 is below average. The following descriptions may be useful. It should be noted that some test users use different cut-off points when describing ranges.

	Below 70
	80-89
	90-110
	111-120
	Above 120

	Below average
	Low average
	Average
	High average
	Above average



There is no particular score that identifies if a young person has dyslexia or not. However, if the young person scores below 90, then this can indicate a cause for concern. Further evidence needs to be gathered to confirm there may a concern.
Remember that assessing dyslexia is a process of gathering evidence over a period of time, with consideration given the young person’s response to appropriate intervention over time.
NOTE: Some assessments also provide age-standardised scores. However, it is recommended that where possible, the standardised score should be used as this provides a more reliable bench-mark for a particular year group.
