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Ideas to create nurturing connections virtually with learners during school closures 

 

 

What your children will miss most about 

being off school is the human connection 

that is provided in the classroom and the 

relationship with adults that are most 

important to them.  

 

Personalised interactions with your 

learners will be invaluable during this time.  

 

Examples of this could be: 

• emails 

• video messages 

• messages from the head teacher 

• comments/feedback on submitted 

work 

For those with no access to internet: 

• phone calls 

• postcards 

 
Responding to learners’ contributions will 

build their confidence and make them feel 

valued.  

 

Encourage learners by providing positive, 

personalised feedback on contributions 

and progress. 

 

Create opportunities to discuss what 

they’re learning with their families. 

 

 

• Establish a single home base if possible, e.g. 

Seesaw, Canvas, Google Classrooms. Going to the 

same place/using the same tools will create a 

feeling of familiarity and comfort. 

• Nurture an environment in which learners feel 

safe about offering thoughts and opinions. 

• Provide a safe space for making mistakes and 

asking questions to check for understanding, 

promoting a growth mindset. 

• Encourage a community amongst learners, where 

they can build on each other’s contributions. 

• Most importantly, try to create an enjoyable 

environment which sparks interest and spreads 

joy! 

 
• Daily morning check ins will begin to 

create a predictable routine. 
• Provide a flexible routine as opposed to a 

full timetable which may cause additional 

stress for families, e.g. morning literacy 

and numeracy tasks and afternoons used 

for creative and more relaxed activities. 

• It is important that your learners feel 

they are being ‘kept in mind’, e.g. ‘I’ll be 

thinking of you over the weekend and 

looking forward to hearing from you on 

Monday.’ 

• Be aware of the quiet pupils- alert your HT 

or EPS if you have any concerns. 

Nurturing Relationships During  
Establishment Closures 

Language 

Environment 

 

Transitions 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fphaser.io%2Fnews%2F2017%2F06%2Fphaser-timer-basics-tutorial&psig=AOvVaw3TPt3U5N1GBYTAKfCSGHuW&ust=1585662179883000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCkxZqqwugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.home-start-renfrewshire.org.uk%2F&psig=AOvVaw0Fsuq1h-BSDA-a8ftAmoYJ&ust=1585403676505000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCs_YrnuugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAc


 

 

 

 

 

 

• Simplicity is key when planning 

home learning.  

• Children with ASN or who are 

considered vulnerable may have 

a lower emotional age then 

chronological age- use words 

and explanations that are 

appropriate to both. 

• Plan tasks that can be 

completed independently where 

possible. Parents/carers may 

still be expected to work from 

home and support may not be 

readily available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Tasks should have very clear 

instructions and only utilise one 

or two resources to avoid 

overload of information. 

• Flexibility is very important- 

provide choice and consider 

different learning styles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Be aware that, depending on home 

circumstances, some children may 

 

Nurturing Relationships During  
Establishment Closures 

  

 

• Be aware and empathetic to the fact that 

this is a stressful time for both children and 

young people and their families.  

• Children look to their primary caregivers to 

feel safe and secure. If the adults are 

feeling high levels of stress, children can 

absorb this unintentionally. 

• When children feel stress, they will seek 

control. Provide structured activities that 

children can feel in control with, e.g. allow 

them to be part of making decisions and be 

part of creating their own new routine. 

• Be available to support both academically 

and emotionally if needed. 

Visit our blog for useful guidance and resources: 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/re/renfrewshireedps

ych/  

  
 

• Don’t forget your own self-care! This is vital in 

managing stress. Try to eat healthily, drink lots 

of water, socialise (even if through technology), 

go out into nature and take part in activities you 

enjoy. 

• Remember- you are doing your best in very 

difficult circumstances and your support and 

interactions are valued greatly by your pupils! 

 
Photo credit: @KilbarchanPS (Twitter) 

Follow us on Twitter for 

our latest updates: 
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