
Ralston Primary School 
Active Start 

 
What is Active Start? 

• A less formal, more relaxed start to the day’s learning 

• All children and staff are busy 

• It sets the tone of the day and is valued by all 

• It gives the staff time to observe and to interact 

• It enables time to give one to one support to children 

• Staff have time to talk and to listen 

• Children are engaged in a variety of activities 

• Children have choices 

• Children can consolidate and experiment 

• Children can build and develop relationships 
 
How is an Active Start class area organised? 

• It contains a variety of activities that consolidate and extend learning 

• Activities can be revised as a starting point for future learning 

• Children make choices 

• Children can work alone, in pairs or small groups 

• Self registration takes place to allow children a prompt start to activities 

• Staff interaction with, and observation of children is a vital part of the 
process 

 
Active Start is essentially all of the above with the addition of parents in 
the process. 

• It shows the child a link between home and school and that the link is 
valued by all 

• It can give the child an opportunity to explain and share 

• It can give parents ideas on how to support their child’s learning at 
home. 

Your role during Active Start 

• To enter via the class entrance 

• To sign the register in your child’s class 

• To interact and share the learning with your child 

• You will not be asked to do anything that may make you feel 
uncomfortable 

• You are coming into your child’s environment so you will experience 
rules devised by the children 

• This is an informal occasion – your parent/teacher interviews will be 
held throughout the year to discuss your child’s progress 
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Ralston Primary School 
School Road, Ralston, Paisley, PA1 3AT 
Tel: 0141 882 3451 
Fax: 0141 810 5646    
 

Children’s Services 
 
August 2023 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
This session we are delighted to welcome parents and carers back into 
our school. We would like to invite you to join Primary 1 for some Stay 
and Play sessions between 9.00 am and 9.40 am on the dates listed 
below. 
 
Unfortunately due to a lack of space we can only accommodate one 
adult per child. 
 
You may remain in your child’s class until 9.40 am, however are free to 
leave earlier.  It is not necessary to attend every Stay and Play session, 
although you are most welcome to do so. 
 
 
Wednesday 27 September 2023 
Tuesday 31 October 2023 
Monday 29 January 2024 
Thursday 14 March 2024 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

Kerry Montgomery 

 
 
Kerry Montgomery 
Depute Head Teacher 
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