
Title can go here

• Click to edit Master text styles

• Second level

• Third level

• Fourth level

• Fifth level

Raising Attainment in Reading 
Primary 1 - 3

Julie Paterson
Literacy & Development Officer

Kilbarchan Primary
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Aims 

• To consider a range of evidence-based 
approaches to teaching reading across P1-3

• To review resources that can support 
effective reading pedagogy

• To consider how running records and 
miscue analysis can monitor pupil progress 
and inform next steps in learning

• To review book banding as a tool to support 
progression of pupils’ reading skills
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Kilbarchan Primary SIP - Session 2023/24

Improvement Priority

To raise attainment in reading through the application of skills across all literacy 
domains.

Rationale for Change

ACEL reading data shows a need for universal measures to support reading across 
the school.  In addition, ACEL data demonstrates a need to provide targeted 
support to identified pupils in all year groups. Analysis of previous academic year 
data shows a slight dip in Reading performance.
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The Primary Literacy Coaching Programme
Reading Pedagogy in Primary 1 - 3

What Are the Nationally 

Recognised Book Bands?

Band 1 Pink

Band 2 Red

Band 3 Yellow

Band 4 Blue

Band 5 Green

Band 6 Orange

Band 7 Turquoise

Band 8 Purple

Band 9 Gold

Band 10 White

Book banding

Providing children with access to a 
wider variety of texts

Comprehensive programme of CLPL
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist

Get the Text Level Right

Promote reading engagement

Focus 
comprehension 

lessons on 
knowledge & 

interest, not just 
skills

Read to your 
class every 

day

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwisgaTksvnSAhWB7xQKHR8DBREQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/explore/running-records/&psig=AFQjCNH3BQ2mNV4-7woxYdlCajFAbjJZrg&ust=1490797275025798
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right

• Running records and 
miscue analysis (P1-3)

• ‘First Five’                         
(novels - P3 onwards)

• Book banding (P1-3)

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwisgaTksvnSAhWB7xQKHR8DBREQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/explore/running-records/&psig=AFQjCNH3BQ2mNV4-7woxYdlCajFAbjJZrg&ust=1490797275025798
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right
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Running Records: Recording
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Running Records: Scoring

Count only the running words in a text.  Running words do not include titles, subtitles, captions etc.

Count as one error: Do not count:

• a substitution • self-corrections

• an omission • repetitions

• an incorrect 

attempt
• a correct attempt

• an unsuccessful 

appeal

• an successful 

appeal

• a told word • words pronounced 

differently in a 

child’s dialect or 

accent
• an insertion

Once a record of a child’s reading 
has been taken, it is necessary to 
analyse the strategies, cues and 
behaviours he or she is using (or 
not using!)

Count each word in a skipped 
line as an error.
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The Three Reading Cueing Systems
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Running Records:
The Three Cueing Systems

Meaning cues relate to a reader’s ability to gather a book’s 
basic message by making meaning of it at the text, content 
and word level.  Readers who use meaning cues think and 
evaluate what they read.

Readers who use structural cues are relying on their 
knowledge of the grammar and structure of the English 
language to make the text sound right.  Using this 
knowledge, readers check whether or not the word or 
sentence sounds right.

Visual information includes the way letters and words 
look.  Readers use their knowledge of the visual features 
of words and letters and then connect these features to 
their knowledge of the way words and letters sound when 
spoken.

V

M

S
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An Introduction to 
Book Banding



Title can go here

• Click to edit Master text styles

• Second level

• Third level

• Fourth level

• Fifth level

The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right: Book Banding

Why is 
this so 

important?
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Book Banding
Storyworlds
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Book Banding
The Pros…

• Ensures the correct text level for all pupils

• Identify ‘gaps’ in guided reading scheme resources and target future 
spending

• Band guided reading scheme books and story books

• Book band resources across all major published reading schemes to           
make full use of the resources you have

• Works alongside running records to ensure that pupils are                  
progressing

• Ensures that you are led by text characteristics, NOT                                                
the reading scheme
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Book Banding: Banding Across Resources
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Book Banding: Banding Across Resources
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Book Banding
The Cons…

• Multiple book bands exist!

• Not all reading schemes or books can be                                    
banded using the nationally recognised book bands

• Book banding isn’t an exact science

• It can appear confusing to parents                                                        
and pupils
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Book Banding: 
Information for Parents/Carers
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
The Book Bands and Text Characteristics

Ensuring clear progression 
in reading
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right: Book Banding
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right: Book Banding
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right: Book Banding
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right: Book Banding
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right: Book Banding
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right: Book Banding
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right: Book Banding
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right: Book Banding
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right: Book Banding
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right: Book Banding
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Book Banding Reading Schemes
Which Book and Why?

www.scholastic.co.uk/WBAW-resources

Access Key: WBAW2ED
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Book Banding Reading Schemes
Which Book and Why?
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The Renfrewshire Literacy Checklist
Get the Text Level Right: Using a Variety of Texts

Oxford 
Reading Tree

Storyworlds Big Cat Book banded story books
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Alternative Resources
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A Coaching Approach to Reading
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A Coaching Approach to Reading
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Something to Consider…
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Creating an Evidence-Based 
Literacy Curriculum
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Creating an Evidence-Based 
Literacy Curriculum
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Any Questions?

Julie Paterson

Literacy & Languages Development Officer

julie.paterson@renfrewshire.gov.uk

@AttainRen

Get in Touch!
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