What you will learn

This unit of work will remind you of the music theory you have learned in class and begin to teach you how to play the keyboard using this theory.

By the end of the unit you will be able to:

·   Find the note C on a keyboard.
·   Change the voices/tone sounds on the keyboard to match the piece you are playing.
·   Read and understand keyboard music.
·   Play melodies with your right-hand.
Extension work:

·   Add chords with your left hand.
·   Play along with a backing track.
Playing the keyboard is an individual task, so take each activity at your own pace and don’t worry about what the person is playing next to you. 

Remember - the teacher is there to help, always ask if you are stuck, confused or unsure about any of the tasks. 
Let’s get going!
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Why do we need to know about Music Theory?

Without music theory we wouldn’t have music. An understanding of music theory allows us to read music, which in turn allows us to play musical instruments.

Important Music Theory Concepts…

Stave:
Notes show the player which keys to play on the keyboard and are written on five lines and four spaces which make up the stave.
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Line 5  _________________________________________________________
Line 4  _________________________________________________________

Line 3  _________________________________________________________

Line 2  _________________________________________________________

Line 1   _________________________________________________________

Clef:
  The clef sits at the start of every line of music and tells us which 
    notes to play. There are different Clefs, the clef we are going to 
    use is the ‘Treble Clef’ which is also known as the ‘G Clef’.
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  _________________________________________________________
  _________________________________________________________
[image: image36.png]Rhythm: 62 March 1
Tone: 40 Trumpet

The Can Can

Tempo: 120 Change finger
c C v
1 5 4
%1 .

Cross 3 over thumb

e
5 G C ¢ G ¢
:é 5 4 3 2 1 3 2

P
-
5 & ¢
Change finger
9 C C \4
:é 1 5 4
-

¢ o g
13 G C G C
ﬂé .

[y - ' o




  _________________________________________________________
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Time-signature:
The time-signature sits at the start of the first line of 
music. The top number tells us how many beats are in 
each bar.

Rhythm: 
Every piece of music is made up of patterns of long and short 
notes; this is known as the rhythm.

Note Values: 
The value of a note is the number of beats that note 
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lasts for.  
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Fingering
To make learning the keyboard easier each finger is given a number. We start with the thumb, this is number 1.
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Where you see numbers printed above the notes in the music this tells you which finger to play.

Where to begin… How to find C.
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Look at your keyboard. You will notice that it is made up of white and black keys and that the black keys are grouped in 2’s and 3’s. 




The note C is the note on the left of 2 black keys.

Middle C is the note C nearest the middle of the keyboard
and is found one ledger line below the treble clef stave.



There are only 7 letters in the musical alphabet – A B C D E F G. These same letters are used again and again. The distance between two notes with the same letter name is known as an ‘Octave’.


Task 1 - Beginner Exercise
Place your right hand with your

thumb on C. Your other fingers

should sit over the following 

four notes. You are now ready 

to play the notes C D E F G. 
Notice the numbers above each note, 
these tell you which fingers to use.
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Task 2 - Right-Hand Tunes
Remember to use the fingers shown by the numbers above each note. 
This will make playing each tune much easier!
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Task 3 - Right-Hand Tunes

This time only the first finger number is written in for you. 

Use the same fingers for each note that we have used before and you can’t go wrong!

[image: image11.png]Exercise 1 - 'Jingle Bells'





[image: image12.png]Exercise 2 - 'Donkey Riding'





[image: image13.png]Exercise 3 - 'Ode To Joy'





[image: image14.png]Exercise 4 - 'Love Me Tender'






[image: image15.png]Exercise 5 - 'Clog Dance'

1

&4

[y

—
&
g

L}
o

¢
ol





Look at the notes in Exercise 5. Notice anything different??
So far we have seen ‘Quaver’ notes looking like this    . When two ‘Quaver’ notes sit next to each other in a piece of music their tails link to each other to look like this: ♫.   Remember a ‘Quaver’ notes last for half a beat. 

Using the tunes we have learned in Tasks 2 & 3 we are going to now learn how to add chords to our melodies. This means playing both hands together at the same time! 

Adding chords is easy! You will notice on these pieces of music letters above the stave. These letters tell you which chords to play. 

But before we do that… What is a chord??
Chords:
A chord is when two or more notes are played at the same time.


The chord of C major is made up of the notes C E G.  You can 
play a C chord by playing right-hand fingers 1, 3 and 5. 

Let’s play the chord of C. 




The chords that we are going to use in Task 4 are chords C, F and G.
C Major Chord

F Major Chord

G Major Chord

Notes: C E G

Notes: F A C

Notes: G B D




There are two ways to play chords on a keyboard:

1. Single Fingered Chords

2. Full Fingered Chords

1. Single Fingered Chords
In order to play single fingered chords you must set your keyboard to the ‘Casio Chord’ function. (You will find this on the ‘On/Off’ switch).
The Casio Chord setting allows you to play only the main note of the chord and the keyboard will play the other notes of the chord for you. 

C Major Chord

F Major Chord

G Major Chord

Main Note: C

Main Note: F

Main Note: G 


Where you see a letter written above the stave you should play that note with you left-hand at the same time as you play the melody note with your right-hand.

       Left-hand play C

        Left-hand play G         Left-hand play C 


2. Full Fingered Chords 
In order to play full fingered chords you must set your keyboard to the ‘Fingered’ function. (You will find this on the ‘On/Off’ switch).

In this setting you need to play all three notes of the chord so that the keyboard will sound the chord you are playing. 
C Major Chord

F Major Chord

G Major Chord

Notes: C E G

Notes: F A C

Notes: G B D

Where you see a letter written above the stave you should play the notes of that chord with you left-hand at the same time as you play the melody note with your right-hand.

       Left-hand play C E G

   Left-hand play G B D  Left-hand play C E G 

Task 4 - Adding Chords
You now need to choose which of the two chord playing methods you are going to use. Why not challenge yourself to play the full fingered chords?! Or if you feel unsure about chords, why not try single fingered chords first; you can always try full fingered chords later when you become more comfortable with single fingered chords… The decision is yours!
The three steps to perfect playing:

	Step 1:
	Step 2:
	Step 3:

	Play only the melody with the right hand.
	Play only the chords with the left-hand.
	Play both hands together.
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How did you find that? Remember if you are stuck at all… just ask!
Are you ready for the next step???
The great thing a keyboard can do that a piano can’t is play a backing track. Using a backing track is a way for you to accompany your own playing. 
Our keyboards have lots of backing tracks so it is important that we use the right one for each tune we play. The keyboards call backing tracks ‘Styles’. You can see the list of the different rhythms and their numbers in the writing on the top of the keyboard. The name and number of the backing track you use will appear in the screen once you have set it up.
How to set-up a Rhythm:

1. Make sure the Keyboard is set to the chord setting (ACMP ON).

2. Press ‘Style’ 
3. Enter the Style Number using the number pad or up/down arrows
4. Press ‘Tempo’
5. Enter the Tempo using the number pad or up/down arrows to change the Tempo to a speed you can play at.

6. You can now either press ‘Start’ or ‘Syncro/Fill In’

Follow these 6 steps and the keyboard is ready to play when you are!

Task 5 - Adding a Backing Track

Now you have learned how to set up a backing track move onto the next 3 tunes and follow the 4 steps below. Use the instructions above to set-up the backing track. You can use the same rhythm and tempo for each tune:

Style Number:  001
Style Name:  Brit Pop

Tempo:  80
The three steps to perfect playing become four:
	Step 1:
	Step 2:
	Step 3:
	Step 4:

	Play only the melody with the right hand.
	Play only the chords with the left-hand.
	Play both hands together.
	Add the backing track.


Task 5 - Adding a Backing Track
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The other great thing a keyboard can do that a piano can’t is change the sound. Using the different ‘Tone’ or ‘Voice’ settings on the keyboard you can make your melody sound like it is being played by lots of different instruments. 

Like the rhythms you can see the list of the different tones/voices and their numbers in the writing on the top of the keyboard. The name and number of the tone/voice you use will appear in the screen once you have set it up.

How to set-up a Tone/Voice:

1. Press ‘Tone/Voice’ 

2. Enter the Tone Number using the number pad or up/down arrows

Easy-peasy-lemon-squeezy!
Task 6 – Using a Tone or Voice 
Each of these pieces have a given Tone/Voice and Backing Track. Remember to set-up the keyboard for each new piece you play. These pieces use more notes than the 5 we have used so far. You will need to use your note names to work these out.






Music Theory





Space 4


Space 3


Space 2


Space 1








Treble Clef





Time-signature





Playing the Keyboard





1. Thumb


2. Index Finger


3. Middle Finger


4. Ring Finger


5. Little Finger





2





2





3





3





3





C





Middle C





Octave





F  G A  B  C  D  E  F  G  A  B  C  D  E  F  G  A B





Ready to Play?





C  D  E  F  G  





1  2  3  4  5  





1  2  3  4  5  





C  D  E  F  G  





1  2  3  4  5  





C  D  E  F  G  





2    notes 





4    notes 





Adding Chords





C Chord





G = finger 5





E = finger 3





C = finger 1





   G      B     D  





F     A     C  





C     E     G     





   G      B     D  





F     A     C  





C     E     G     





C     E     G     





   G      B     D  





F     A     C  





1  2  3  4  5  





C  D  E  F  G  





C  D  E  F  G  





1  2  3  4  5  





Backing Tracks





Tempo is the speed of the music.





1  2  3  4  5  





C  D  E  F  G  





Tones & Voices





Style: 132 PolkaPop


Voice: 120 Trumpet


Tempo: 100





Exercise 1





If you find the tempo too fast at first try slowing it down to practice





Style: 001 BritRock 


Voice: 009 Pno+Strs


Tempo: 070





Exercise 3





Exercise 2





NEW CHORD:


D Major – D F# A





  Style: 130 Fun 3/4


  Voice: 035 Trad.Acd


  Tempo: 110





NEW CHORD:


A Minor –A C E





Exercise 4





Style: 023 GlamPno


Voice: 098 AirChoir


Tempo: 076





NEW CHORD:


E Minor – E G B


B Minor – B D F#
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