
The Orchestra



What does an orchestra play?

But what is music?

What is sound?



Vibrations

♫ An instrument makes sound when it 

vibrates. Vibrations create sound waves.

♫ Big waves create low sounds and small 

waves create high sounds.

Small wave =

High Sounds

Big wave =

Low Sounds

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Sine_waves_different_frequencies.svg


Instruments

♫ BIG instruments create _____  sound waves.

♫ This means BIG instruments create ______ 

sounds.

♫ SMALL instruments create ________ sound 

waves.

♫ This means SMALL instruments create 

______ sounds.

BIG

LOW

SMALL

HIGH



The Orchestra
♫ An orchestra is a large group of 

instruments.

♫ It is split up into four sections, these are 

called families.



The Families

Each family in the orchestra is made up of 

instruments with similar characteristics.

These characteristics can be:
♫ What the instruments look like

♫ How they are played

♫ What they are made of

It is when ALL FOUR families are playing 

together they create an orchestra.



String Family

The family of instruments which has 

strings. The sound is produced by dragging 

a bow across the strings or by plucking 

them with the fingers.

Violin

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

Harp
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The Violin

Scroll

Tuning Pegs

4 Strings

Finger Board

Bridge

‘F’ Holes

Tail Piece

Chin Rest

HEAD

NECK

BODY
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String Family

String instruments can be played in lots of 

different ways!!

Arco

Pizzicato

Col Legno

~  Played with the bow

~ Played with the wood of the bow

~  Plucked with the fingers

Strumming ~ Using fingers or a plectrum to 

play notes
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String Family

♫ The _______ is the smallest of the string 

family. It plays the _________ sound.

♫ The _____________ is the ________ in 

the string family. It plays the lowest sound.

♫ Sound is produced from a string

instrument by ________________________

_______________.

violin

highest

biggestdouble bass

arco, pizzicato, col legno  

and strumming
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Brass Family

A family of instruments made from metal 

with a mouthpiece, e.g. trumpet and 

euphonium. The sound is made by 

vibrating the lips.

French Horn

Trumpet
Tuba

Trombone



Valve or Slide

There are two types of brass instrument; 

one with valves or one with a slide.

Valves are buttons 

the player presses 

to change note.

Slides also change 

note by changing 

the length.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Dugattyus_szelep.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Brass_instrument_slides.svg


I am the only brass 

instrument with a slide . . .

What am I?

Trombone
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Brass Family

♫ The ________ is the smallest of the brass 

family. It plays the _________ sound.

♫ The _____ is the ________ in the brass

family. It plays the lowest sound.

♫ Sound is produced from a brass instrument 

by __________.

highest

trumpet

tuba biggest

blowing 



Woodwind Family

Instruments which produce sounds by 
blowing across a hole or through a single 
or double reed, e.g. flute, clarinet and 
bassoon. They need not be made of wood.

Oboe

Flute
Saxophone

Piccolo Bassoon



Woodwind Family

♫ The ________ is the smallest of the 

woodwind family. It plays the _________

sound.

♫ The ___________ is the _________ in the 

woodwind family. It plays the lowest sound.

♫ Sound is produced from a woodwind

instrument by __________.

highest
piccolo

biggestbassoon

blowing 



Percussion Family

Instruments which are hit, shaken or 
scraped. Pitched percussion can produce 
different notes, e.g. glockenspiel and 
xylophone. Unpitched percussion has no 
fixed pitch, e.g. cymbals and side drum.

Unpitched Percussion

Snare Drum Timpani

Kettle Drum

Pitched Percussion

XylophoneTriangle



Can I play a tune?
Xylophone

Timpani

Snare Drum

Triangle

Cymbals

Glockenspiel

Drum Kit

Chimes

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.luckyboyinc.com/images/cymbols.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.luckyboyinc.com/Links/Blues-Societies.htm&h=162&w=247&sz=27&hl=en&start=5&um=1&usg=__J41zlq2l8Wnwxyiwq1IqeeTKgVA=&tbnid=ajmFu3FYYxz8xM:&tbnh=72&tbnw=110&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcymbols%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4ADBF_en-GBGB285GB285
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://bksschoolhouse.com/cart-imgs/prod14677_lg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://bksschoolhouse.com/shop%3Fpid%3D14677&h=500&w=500&sz=17&hl=en&start=12&um=1&usg=__eEWV0E3352DL3tFpPuy_FiwXwNs=&tbnid=o0uyG7Br-vNayM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dglockenspiel%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4ADBF_en-GBGB285GB285
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.coolmusicworld.com/images/drum1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.coolmusicworld.com/index.php%3Flanguage%3Dde%26osCsid%3D26abd625c156f1659d665be1846889e9&h=320&w=354&sz=28&hl=en&start=4&um=1&usg=__9aY1MzWyfy09JVAZgT4lctD0X3o=&tbnid=ke-nym-fKIRwPM:&tbnh=109&tbnw=121&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddrum%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4ADBF_en-GBGB285GB285
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.infovisual.info/04/img_en/011%2520Percussion%2520instruments.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.infovisual.info/04/011_en.html&h=387&w=472&sz=63&hl=en&start=19&um=1&usg=__tX4LFM3668M9mEiDkr16eWt1TzU=&tbnid=50_b09smwEom8M:&tbnh=106&tbnw=129&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dpercussion%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4ADBF_en-GBGB285GB285


Where do I belong??

The Piano

The Percussion Family!!!

Why the percussion family??? 

Inside the piano are small hammers which hit the strings to create sound

because something is being hit this makes it a percussion instrument.



The Orchestra


