Brazil

The first two pages of this booklet contain enough information to allow you to write an introduction to Brazil.

There are then two pages devoted to each of the topics you might choose:

Regional Differences in Brazil
Rich and Poor in the Cities
Traditional Life in the Rainforest
Changes in the Rainforest
Overview of Brazil
Brazil shares a border with almost every other country in South America--only Chile and Ecuador are untouched--and covers almost half the continent. It is the fifth largest country in the world, behind Russia, Canada, China, and the U.S.A., with an area of eight and a half million square kilometers.

Despite its vast expanse of territory, Brazil's 193 million population is concentrated in the major cities of its coast. The huge cities of Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo dominate the southern coast. Further north, towns such as Salvador have the traditional atmosphere of the early Portuguese settlers. The great interior, much of which is covered by the rainforest basin of the Amazon, remains sparsely settled. The capital city is Brazilia, a completely new city, purpose built in the 1950s far from the sea and the largest cities of Brazil.

Almost half of Brazil's territory is covered by the basin of the Amazon River and its tributaries, a region that is the world's largest rainforest. South of the Amazon region, the country's interior is dominated by the low-rise plateau that extends across the central and western regions. In the far west, along the border with Paraguay and Bolivia, is the Pantanal, one of the most extensive swamplands in the world.

Brazil's winter lasts from June to August, with temperatures between 13 and 18 oC , but it only gets really cold south of Rio. Summer is from December to February, a period frequently bringing stifling humidity to the far south. Brief rain showers are common, given Brazil's tropical climate, but the dry interior has only a few months of heavy rainfall a year. Of course, the Amazon Basin is the wettest area, with damp, moist temperatures averaging over 27oC. 
Brazil Facts

Brazil is the largest country in South America and covers nearly half (47%) of the South American continent. It is currently the fifth largest economy in the world, is home to the Amazon Rainforest and is a popular location for tourism. Brazil is also rich in natural resources and active in world issues such as climate change, giving it significance on a worldwide scale.

The following is a list of the fifteen most important things to know about Brazil:

1) Brazil was given to Portugal as part of the Treaty of Tordesillas in 1494 and the first person to officially claim Brazil for Portugal was Pedro Álvares Cabral.
2) The official language of Brazil is Portuguese; however, there are more than 180 native languages spoken in the country. It is also important to note that Brazil is the only country in South America whose dominant language and culture comes from Portugal.
3) The name Brazil comes from an Amerindian word Brasil, which describes a dark rosewood type common in the country. At a time, the wood was Brazil's main export and thus gave the country its name. Since 1968 however, the export of Brazilian rosewood has been banned.
4) Brazil has 13 cities with over one million residents.
5) Brazil's literacy rate is 86.4% which is the lowest of all South American countries. It falls just behind Bolivia and Peru at 87.2% and 87.7%, respectively.
6) Brazil is a diverse country with ethnic groups including: 54% European, 39% mixed European-African, 6% Africa, 1% other.
7) Today, Brazil has one of the largest economies in the Americas and is the largest in South America.
8) Brazil's most common agricultural exports today are coffee, soybeans, wheat, rice, corn, sugarcane, cocoa, citrus and beef.
9) Brazil has a plethora of natural resources which include: iron ore, tin, aluminum, gold, phosphate, platinum, uranium, manganese, copper and coal.
10) After the end of the Brazilian Empire in 1889, it was determined that the country would have a new capital and shortly thereafter, the site of present-day Brasilia was chosen in an effort to promote development there. Growth did not occur until 1956 and Brasilia did not officially replace Rio de Janeiro as Brazil's capital until 1960.
11) One of the most famous mountains in the world is the Corcovado located in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. It is known worldwide for its 98 foot (30 m) high statue of the city's emblem, Christ the Redeemer, which has been on its summit since 1931.
12) Brazil's climate is considered mainly tropical, but it is temperate in the south.
13) Brazil is considered one of the most biodiverse places in the world because its rainforests are home to more than 1,000 bird species, 3,000 fish species and many mammals and reptiles such as alligators, freshwater dolphins and manatees.
14) The rainforests in Brazil are being cut at a rate of up to four percent per year due to logging, ranching and slash and burn agriculture. Pollution of the Amazon River and its tributaries is also a threat to the rainforests.
15) The Rio Carnaval in Rio de Janeiro is one of the most famous attractions in Brazil. It attracts thousands of tourists yearly, but it is also a tradition for Brazilians who often spend the year prior to the Carnaval preparing for it.

Regional Differences in Brazil
On the face of it, Brazil is a reasonably well developed country. It is 75th in the United Nations Human Development rankings and is therefore graded by the UN as being a developing country but currently in the category of having high human development.  A visit to the villages of the Amazon rainforest, the very poor farming areas of the semi-arid north-east or the favellas of the major cities would see people clearly living in very poor conditions. Clearly some areas of Brazil are more developed than others and while some Brazilians have a high standard of living, many more do not.

Brazil is the fifth largest country in the world in area and in population, currently around 193M. Being such a large country its regions are geographically very different and this has had a major affect on relative levels of development. There are five main regions of Brazil. These regions have no government of their own and we are simply dividing the country up along geographical boundaries to allow comparison. These are further divided into states and municipalities (cities) which do have their own governments which are similar but less powerful than the states of the USA. 

The South-East- The Golden Triangle

Most of Brazil’s population live in the south-east of the country in or around the ‘Golden Triangle’ of the cities of Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo and Belo Horizonte (Fig.16). It is here that most of the countries wealth is generated. Most industry is based here including cars, steel, petrochemicals and computers. The region has had most of the government investment and has the best transport system and services. Rio de Janeiro and Santos are natural harbours which have encouraged trade, industry and immigration. Low wages for unskilled workers make the area attractive to foreign investors such as the Ford motor company.

Around Sao Paulo the rich soils and suitable climate have allowed coffee growing to become a major industry with a huge export market creating wealth for the area and Brazil as a whole.

The standard of living for many is very high such as those who live along the Copacabana Beach area in Rio. The wealthy areas of the cities have all the trappings of modern developed cities: high order shopping, leisure facilities etc. Other areas of the cities are however, extremely poor. All cities in Brazil have large areas of shanty towns, known as favelas, such as Rocinha in Rio (Fig.18). Differences within the favelas themselves may be marked with some now having electricity and sanitation while the newer areas still being without almost any public services.

Further cities can be found along the Brazilian coast where there location as ports on the Atlantic has allowed the development of industries and services.

The standard of education varies greatly across the country and the wealthier areas provide the best with poorer areas generally providing inadequate schooling.

The Amazon Rainforest

The north of Brazil is made up of the Amazon rainforest which makes up around 40% of the country in area but has a relatively small population and is very under-developed. Climatic conditions, dense vegetation, poor soils, remoteness and lack of transport infrastructure make this a very difficult place to live. It is the poorest region of Brazil and until recently had suffered from a lack of government investment. It has very poor health and education services and in many areas has no access to electricity.

Recent developments in the rainforest, such as farming, ranching, logging, mining and the building of the Trans-Amazonian Highway have brought some development but at a terrible price for locals and the rest of the world.
The North-East

The interior (away from the sea) north-east of Brazil (Fig.20) has a mainly rural population dependent on farming in a semi-arid climate with periodic droughts which makes growing crops very difficult. This area is again isolated and has little in terms of natural resources. Many people have migrated from here to the more prosperous south-east.

The Central Plateau

The capital of Brazil, Brasilia can be found in the central high plateau of Brazil. It was designed and built in the 1950’s as part of a plan to populate the area and to take the political power away from the richer south-east. Although the city has grown the area itself has not thrived and still lags way behind the south-east. 
The Pantanal

The Pantanal is the world’s largest tropical wetland which makes it a great place for wildlife and plants but a very difficult place to live in and farm. Relatively few people live here as transport is difficult and it is a long distance to the large cities and ports of the south and east. It is now starting to grow as a tourist destination as people are keen to see the varied and unique wildlife but that is already starting to cause damage to the environment as new roads and hotels are built.
Rich and Poor in the Cities
Sao Paulo

The city of Sao Paulo is the largest and richest in Brazil, and one of the largest in the World. With a booming Economy, Brazil is quickly becoming an important player in World Politics and Economy and there is no doubt that Sao Paulo is the finance and business capital of Brazil.

More and more businesses are setting offices in Sao Paulo; in 2011, more than 10 million foreign people visited the city - most for business purposes.
With lots of industry and commerce (banking, insurance, shopping etc) there are lots of people with well paid jobs making a good life for themselves in the city. There are lots of nice houses and flats, high order shops selling expensive fashions and plenty of entertainment and nightlife.
Lots of people are attracted to the city from other, poorer parts of Brazil but when they arrive with no possessions or money they find it difficult to get jobs and earn money. There is little low cost housing and they are forced to build their own houses from scrap materials in the slum districts of the city, known as favelas.

The number and size of the favelas in Sao Paulo has grown greatly since 1980 and around 20% of the 17 million population now live in these slums with many more in the more established slums known as corticos.

The quality of life in favelas is poor, often with no supplies of clean water, no proper sewage system and no medical facilities.

When first built, favelas are densely packed informal settlements made of wood, cardboard, corrugated iron and other makeshift materials. Later they are replaced by concrete block construction. Often only one wall at a time will be built as a family saves up enough money to buy materials for the next wall. Then, concrete tiles with replace corrugated iron or other makeshift materials on the roof.

The large scale improvements in favelas is because the people who live there do not expect to move either to better housing or be evicted by authorities knocking down the favela (this used to happen a lot!). Now the authorities encourage people to improve their own environment and help them by installing water supplies, sewerage systems, electricity etc.
The extreme inequality in Sao Paulo was highlighted in a report in by the city council. Measuring each district’s quality of life using the United Nations human development index, the report found that Moema, the city’s richest district, has a higher standard of living than Portugal and is only slightly behind Spain. On the other hand, Sao Paulo’s poorest district, Marsilac, where 8,400 people just maintain a living in favelas scattered across a patch of surviving Atlantic rainforest, is worse off than even Sierra Leone, one of the world’s poorest countries.
Maria and Roberto are young people who live very different lives in Sao Paulo. The following articles are their stories. 

Sao Paolo’s Rich – Maria’s Story

My name is Maria and I live in Sao Paulo with my parents and brother. My father is a manager at the Ford car factory on the outskirts of town. My mother works in an office. We have a nice house in the suburbs with a large garden. A maid comes in on most days to cook the meals and keep the house clean.

My brother Carlos is two years older than me and we go to school together. I like Geography and English and hope to go to University eventually. During the week I work hard at school and I have a lot of homework.

At weekends we often go to our small beach house at Ubatura, a beach resort on the Atlantic coast. If we don’t go there I like to go downtown. Sao Paulo city centre is like any modern city. It has huge skyscrapers, lovely shops, lots of restaurants and plenty of nightlife. Rua Augusta is the best for fashion shops.  My brother sometimes takes me to a club near there. I like to dance the samba. 

Sao Paulo is the biggest and wealthiest city in Brazil. It is very crowded and always seems to be busy. The area around the city is the most important in Brazil for industry and agriculture. Over 90% of Brazilian made cars are manufactured here. New factories and offices seem to open up nearly every day. 

Like many families in Sao Paulo we are well off and have a good standard of living. Not everyone in our city is so lucky though and many have a very difficult life in a favela. 
Sao Paulo’s Poor - Roberto’s Story

Hello, I’m Roberto and am 12 years old. I live with my parents and four sisters on the outskirts of Sao Paulo. Our home is a slum district known in Brazil as a favela. Our house is very basic. We built it ourselves with any materials that we could find. There are only two small rooms. In one we work, eat and relax. In the other we sleep. It is very crowded but we are making improvements all the time.

My father makes sandals from old car tyres. He sells them at a small market on the edge of our favela. He makes very little money from this. I only go to school in the mornings. There are very few books and there never seems to be any pens or paper to work with. In the afternoons and weekends I go to the city centre to work as a shoe-shiner. I will have to give up school soon and work full-time. My family needs the money.

The smell of our favela is very unpleasant. Open sewers run down the streets and even under houses. The place is dirty and disease is a problem. My two youngest sisters nearly died from diarrhoea when they were just babies. The council tries to improve conditions here. They recently provided us with piped water and electricity which is a great help. Nearly half of Sao Paulo’s people live in conditions like us. 
Traditional Life in the Rainforest
Rainforests are very rich in natural resources, but they are also very fragile. For this reason, rainforest peoples have become instinctive conservationists. For them, conservation is literally a way of life. If they were to take too much food in one year, the forest would not be able to produce enough new food for them to be able to survive in the next year. 
Many rainforest tribes gather their food from small garden clearings in the forest. The soils in these areas are relatively poor and quickly lose fertility, becoming exhausted within a few years. Therefore when crops can no longer be grown in such a clearing they are abandoned and the people cut another small area of the forest and the process begins again. When the area around a village is exhausted and no further crops can be grown, then the whole village will move to a new area where further clearings are cut. The amount of land needed to support even a few people is relatively large.

Such systems require almost no money as there is little machinery and no artificial fertilisers or pesticides. Crops grown include yams, manioc, fruit trees and cocoa beans. The local’s diet is improved by hunting, fishing and gathering fruits and plants in the rainforest.

This method is less productive than farming in the UK, but is also much less harmful to the rainforest environment. As they cannot produce food in large quantities, most tribes are forced to limit their numbers so their gardens and the products of hunting expeditions are able to feed them, and all tribes have a great respect for their forest and for the animals and plants they share it with.

The rainforest lifestyle may sound like a kind of paradise, a Garden of Eden for the lucky few who live there. It certainly has its advantages. There is little stress, little mental illness and little high blood pressure among rainforest dwellers. Physical fitness is generally good, and few people need to work for more than four hours a day to provide themselves and their families with adequate food and other necessities. 

However, life is far from perfect. One in every two children born in the rainforest dies before their second birthday, and if they make it to forty years of age they are considered tribal elders. Most rainforest dwellers who make it through childhood tend to die from a disease trivial to western medicine.

It is estimated that the Amazon rainforest supported about six million tribal people before 1500AD.  By 2000, there were less than 250,000 of them left.  Over 90 tribes are thought to have disappeared from the Amazon alone during the 20th Century.  Many were wiped out when western settlers brought diseases they had never encountered before - like measles - which wiped out thousands of tribespeople.

The Yanomani Tribe
The Yanomami live in villages usually consisting of their children and extended families. Village sizes vary, but usually contain between 50 and 400 native people. In this largely communal system, the entire village lives under a common roof called the shabono. Shabonos have a characteristic oval shape, with open grounds in the centre measuring an average of 100 yards. Under the roof, divisions exist marked only by support posts, partitioning individual houses and spaces. They are built from raw materials from the surrounding rainforest, such as leaves, vines, plums and tree trunks. They are susceptible to heavy damage from rains, winds, and insect infestation. As a result, new ones are built every 4 to 6 years.

The Yanomami can be classified as foraging horticulturalists, depending heavily on rainforest resources; they use slash-and-burn farming, grow bananas, gather fruit, and hunt animals and fish. They frequently move to avoid areas that become overused, a practice known as shifting cultivation when the soil becomes exhausted.

The Yanomami are known as hunters, fishers, and gardeners. The women grow plantains and cassava in gardens as their main crops. Men do the heavy work of clearing areas of forest for the gardens. Another food source is grubs. Often they will cut down palms in order to facilitate the growth of grubs. The traditional diet is very low in edible salt and their blood pressure is characteristically among the lowest of any people on earth
Rituals are very important. The Yanomami celebrate a good harvest with a big feast to which nearby villages are invited. The village members gather large amounts of food, which helps to maintain good relations with their neighbours. They also decorate their bodies with feathers and flowers. During the feast, they eat a lot, and the women dance and sing late into the night.

The women are responsible for many domestic duties and chores, excluding hunting and killing game for food. Although the women do not hunt, they do work in the gardens and gather fruits, tubers, nuts and other wild foodstuffs. The garden plots are sectioned off by family, and grow bananas, plantains, sugarcane, mangoes, sweet potatoes, papayas, manioc, corn, and other crops. Women are expected to carry 70 to 80 pounds (32 to 36 kg) of crops on their backs during harvesting, using bark straps and woven baskets. 
In the mornings, while the men are off hunting, the women and young children go off in search of termite nests and other grubs, which will later be roasted at the family hearths. The women also pursue frogs, land crabs, or caterpillars, or even look for vines that can be woven into baskets. While some women gather these small sources of food, other women go off and fish for several hours during the day. The women also prepare manioc, shredding the roots and expressing the toxic juice, then roasting the flour to make flat cakes, which they cook over a small pile of coal. 
Yanomami women are expected to take responsibility for the children, who are expected to help their mothers with domestic chores from a very young age, and mothers rely very much on help from their daughters. Boys typically become the responsibility of the male members of the community after about age 8.

Changes in the Rainforest 

The Causes of Deforestation
Rainforest is found in many developing countries with very rapidly growing populations such as Brazil, Indonesia and Malaysia. Within Brazil they try to use all available natural resources to raise money to allow these countries to develop. For Brazil, the rainforest is a resource from which they can make money and as a result many trees have been, and continue to be, cut down.

Logging

Commercial logging of rainforest timber provides a very important source of money with a large proportion of this revenue used to pay some of the huge debts owed to developed countries. Much of the timber is used to make paper products and hardwood trees such as mahogany and teak are highly priced and in great demand in developed countries for furniture. Most of the real profits from the hardwood trade are made not by Brazil, but by multinational (or transnational) companies based in developed countries. Brazil has introduced some limits on the amount of logging which takes place but the profits to be made and the difficulty in policing these areas encourage huge amounts of illegal logging.

Agriculture

Generations of native people have used the land for subsistence farming, such as the system known as ‘slash and burn’. The forest provides them with all their basic needs and the areas farmed recover quickly making this farming sustainable. In recent years large areas of the Amazon have been completely cleared to allow land to be used for growing crops such as soya or for grazing cattle. Cattle ranching produces cheap beef which it can sell abroad for large profits bringing in much needed income to the country. Much of the beef is exported to other developing countries which could not previously afford it and is therefore improving their diet.

Mining

Forests are cleared in order to reach valuable minerals such as copper, tin, aluminium and iron which lie under the surface. These are exported and earn vital income for Brazil. The mines are generally owned by large multinational companies granted licences by the government and they get most of the profit.  

Reservoirs and HEP
As these countries develop and with an ever-increasing population the demand for water and power has grown significantly. Areas such as the Amazon Basin have huge amounts of water which is a resource governments feel they need to exploit. Large areas of forest have been removed to allow massive hydro-electric power schemes to be built to generate electricity for the rest of the country and valleys containing forests have been flooded in order to create reservoirs. Many more are planned.

Settlement and transport

As a result of the growing population, pressure increases on the land and large tracts of rainforest disappear under expanding towns and cities. In Brazil, the south east of the country is overpopulated and many people have been encouraged to leave the city slums to settle in the Amazon where there is work in the new industries and farming. Road and railway construction has also had to be increased and more rainforest is lost.

The Effects of Deforestation
Wildlife

More than half the world’s species of plants and animals live in the rainforest. This biodiversity is very important and under threat. The homes for thousands of species of animals are destroyed. The wildlife moves away or dies. Many species of plant and animal are already extinct.

121 different prescription drugs come from rainforest plants and about a quarter of all modern medicines come from the rainforest. So far we have only studied about 1% of all the plants that live there. Many of the rest may soon become extinct.

Local People

Their traditional way of life has been threatened or destroyed by the development of the rainforest by outsiders. Many have died as outsiders have brought diseases such as measles, against which the local people have no immunity.

They are sometimes moved from their homes to reservations against their wishes. 70,000 people were forced to move to allow the building of just one dam and the flooding it caused.

Soil

With no leaves and roots the soil becomes very poor and farmers have to keep moving to another area where they clear yet more trees. This is known as shifting cultivation.

With no roots to hold the soil together the soil gets washed away by the heavy rains. This is known as soil erosion.

Climate

Trees turn carbon dioxide into oxygen. The loss of trees means there is more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and this may be part of the greenhouse effect and global warming.

The burning of so many trees is also releasing carbon into the atmosphere.

Trees hold a lot of moisture which evaporates into the air. With fewer trees the atmosphere may become drier and turn many areas into deserts.

If world temperatures rise then the sea level will rise flooding many areas including large parts of the UK.
Myths about deforestation 

The destruction of the rainforest is NOT increasing ozone in the atmosphere. This is due to chemicals (CFCs) released into the atmosphere by people. 

The destruction of the rainforest is NOT making people short of breath as there is plenty of oxygen in the air to breathe. 


































