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Glenburn Pre 5 Centre Newsletter 

January/ February 2017 

 

 

 

 

Welcome  

     The staff at Glenburn Pre 5 Centre would like to take this opportunity to welcome all new children and their families. We can see that 

everyone is settling in well and getting to know their new environment and new friends. We hope that all returning children and families had 

a great Christmas and New Year.   

 

Transitions  

Some children are ready to move from the Sunbeams to the Butterflies room; part of this transition involves children visiting the Butterfly 

room for settling sessions so far these have been going fantastic, all children are settling well and are enjoying exploring their new 

environment. Transition paperwork needs to be completed for each individual child with parents/carers. If your child is due to move soon 

your child’s Keyworker will arrange an appropriate time to complete this paperwork with you and your child.  

  

 Playroom Updates 

 Tiny Tots  

 The staff within the Tiny Tots room are still waiting for some parents emailing in photographs of their children and families to complete 

their little family books, if you haven’t yet done this could you please send photographs in ASAP. It is important to us that all children get 

the opportunity to have a family book to support inclusion, respect and nurture.    

 Tiny Tots rhyme of the month is Humpty Dumpty; the children have been participating in many different experiences linked with this 

rhyme. The staff within the room have been focusing on communication and language development with their key children. We would like to 

encourage parents to continue this at home and ask that you speak to your child’s keyworker for some activity ideas and tips.  

 Sunbeams  

Some children are learning to use the toilet in the Sunbeams room and staff are giving lots of support with this, please remember to 

provide plenty of changes for your child if they are learning to use the toilet/ potty.    

Children in Sunbeams room have been participating in many activities and experiences about Scotland. Burns day is coming up and we are 

hoping to extend this with more exciting experiences. The children will also be taking part in experiences about Valentine’s Day and Chinese 

New Year.  

Butterflies  

The Butterflies children have been learning about emotions in the art area, they will be learning to talk about emotions and how to create a 

piece of art work that shows their emotions. In the block area they are learning about weight and length and how to measure this. At the 

games table children will be learning to use different skills including concentration to complete simple and complex jigsaws and puzzles. 

Outdoors, children are learning all about pattern that can be created using natural materials.  

Butterfly staff have also moved areas as follows  

Group  Keyworker  Area – during session  Area at Group time  

Purple  Jillian  Outdoors  Block area  

Yellow  Danielle  Block play  Snack table  

Blue  Cathy Story corner, snack and games  Games table  

Green  Lorna  Creative area  Creative table  

 

Learning library  

Reading to your child is proven to encourage wellbeing and literacy development. All rooms operate a learning library. Can we please remind 

all parents return books at correct time to ensure we can issue the next books? If you are unsure of when books go out and are due back, 

please speak to a member of staff within your child’s playroom.  

 

Children’s Supplies  

If your child wears nappies or pull ups please can you ensure that you check your child’s box or tray regularly to ensure that they have 

enough nappies, wipes, nappy sacks and cream. Thank you.  

 

The importance of Outdoor Learning  

At Glenburn Pre five centre we value the importance of outdoor learning and would like to encourage these values to be shared with 

parents/carers. We have outdoor play every day. “There is a growing body of research that shows that young children’s access to nature 

and outdoor play is positively associated with improved self-esteem, physical health, development of language skills and disposition of 

learning” (Davy, 2009). Please remember to bring appropriate outdoor clothing for your child to ensure they are warm and dry. We do have 

wet suits that children can wear but please supply your child with wellingtons, extra socks, hat, scarf, gloves and a change of clothing.  

 

Skoobmobile  

The Skoobmobile visited the nursery on Tuesday the 10th January. All children who used the bus had a great time listening to stories and 

doing other literacy experiences. Promoting literacy is very important to Glenburn Pre 5 Centre and would like parents to extend this at 

home, why not read to your child more, visit your local library, or sing more songs and rhymes together. Remember “There is no App to 

replace your lap” 

 

Learning to Talk  

Our learning to talk Tip of the Term is “There is no App to replace your lap”. As our society grows and develops I am sure you will agree 

children are spending more time watching programs, playing games and much more on televisions, Ipads, tablets, phones and computers.  
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Although being able to use technology is very important, let’s not lose sight of the language and communication skills children need to learn 

and develop. Why not make a time each day that involves you turning off all televisions and computers to spend a ‘Quiet Time’ reading or 

singing with your child to promote their language development. Please see our Tip Wall for more information or speak to our communication 

Champions Kelly and Jacqui to find out more.  

 

3-5 Years Children Child Smile  

The Child Smile Team will be here on week commencing 6th February to apply fluoride varnish to your children’s teeth. If you have not 

already done so, could you please return any Child Smile forms that have been issued ASAP. Thank you. 

  

 Annual Data Update  

 It is very important that we keep all details of your child and family up to date, vital information may change for children and we need to 

make sure we change these on our records. We will be giving out forms in next couple of weeks to check each child’s information is correct 

and up to date. Can we please stress that we need these forms completed and returned ASAP to allow us to update all records. Thank you 

for your support with this matter.  

 

Sharing the Learning Sessions 

Thank you to all parents/carers that have so far came along to meet with their child’s key worker to have a coffee and chat to discuss your 

children’s learning. Opportunities to share the learning with your child’s key worker will continue, if you have not yet had the opportunity to 

do this please speak to your child key worker and they will be happy to book you in for a sharing the learning – coffee and chat session.  

 

Medication Reminder  

Can all parents and carers please remember that we can only accept medicine that is prescribed from a doctor. All medicine must have full 

instruction label, be in its original box, have any advice notes in container, be prescribed to child concerned, and come with the appropriate 

syringe or spoon to administer the medication. If the medicine is new to your child, the first dose of any new medicine should be given at 

home to allow parent to monitor for reaction to medicine. Thank you for all your support with this matter and for more information please 

read Care Inspectorate Management of Medication Guidelines or speak to a member of staff for more information. 

 

Food Safety – Choking Hazards  

Can all parents who send any packed lunch for their children please make sure that they cut any grapes long ways. We cannot give whole 

grapes to any child within the centre.  

 

Our Improvement Journey  

Children’s Learning Portfolios  

We have recently reflected and reviewed how we record children’s learning. As a staff team we decided that we needed to change the 

format within each learning portfolio to be streamlined and allow for children’s learning records to flow. All key workers are now using the 

new format and layout; we are continually monitoring and evaluating this as it is an ongoing change and improvement.  

Outdoor learning  

Phase 1 of the outdoor area revamp has begun. The nursery is currently meeting with Stronger Communities to start a plan to involve the 

local community and schools within the project. The Fence is now in the correct position and we will be planting our trees in the next month 

or so.  

New Accident procedures  

After monitoring and evaluating of our accident and incident policy and also Caroline attending training on First Aid we have renewed the 

accident and incident procedure and paperwork. We hope the new paperwork will ensure that you understand exactly what happened during 

the time of the accident and also show what action we have taken. As well as new paperwork we now need to contact all parents/carers 

when a child bumps their head no matter how small a bump. If a child unfortunately bumps their head, we will continually monitor the child 

and will keep in contact with the child’s parent or carer; if we have any further concerns or need the child to be collected.  

   

 Cooking group  

 Thank you to all the parents who have taken part in the Cooking Group so far. When you have been cooking the smell around the nursery has 

been exquisite, please remember if you would like to join the Cooking Group speak to Maureen.  

 

 Parents Group Thank you to all parents and carers that have taken time out of your day to attend any meetings and help us carry out any 

action plans from these meetings. The parent group have always been a great support to the service and we could not do all that we do 

without all our parents kind help and support. The next parent group meeting will be on Friday 3rd February 2pm – 3pm. If you would like to 

join the Parents Group please speak to Kelly, Jacqui or Jillian.  

 

 Dates for Your Diary 
Event  Date  

Cooking Group  Every Monday  

Parents Group Meeting  Friday 3rd February 2.00pm  

Fluoride Varnish for 3-5 years children Week commencing 6th February  

In-service Day – Nursery Closed  Friday 10th February  

Mid Term Break – Term Time children off nursery  Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th February  

(children return on Wednesday 15th February) 

Spring Holiday Term Time children off nursery  Monday 3rd till Monday 17th April 2017  

(children return Tuesday 18th April) 

Easter Friday and Monday – Nursery closed Public Holidays  Friday 14th April and Monday 17th April  

 


