
The Commonwealth 
Charter

All members subscribe to the Commonwealth’s 
values and principles outlined in The 

Commonwealth Charter, covering the areas of:
1.	 Democracy
2.	 Human rights
3.	 International peace and security
4.	 Tolerance, respect and understanding
5.	 Freedom of Expression
6.	 Separation of Powers
7.	 Rule of Law
8.	 Good Governance
9.	 Sustainable Development
10.	 Protecting the Environment
11.	 Access to Health, Education, Food and Shelter
12.	 Gender Equality
13.	 Importance of Young People in the Commonwealth
14.	 Recognition of the Needs of Small States
15.	 Recognition of the Needs of Vulnerable States
16.	 The Role of Civil Society


