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HIGHER ENGLSIH
NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS WRITING – PERSUASIVE


Your writing…
· Carries a sense of conviction, commitment or belief by deliberate use of tone.

· Makes use of persuasive techniques, such as manipulating information, claiming necessity, flattering, employing technical jargon/rhetoric.
Introduction to Persuasive Writing
In persuasive writing, a writer takes either a position FOR or AGAINST an issue and writes to convince the reader to believe or do something.

· Persuasive writing or speaking is when the writer puts forward a view and tries to persuade the reader of listener to agree with it.

· It is basically one-sided

· Have a firm opinion that you want your reader to accept.

· It may adopt a personal (i.e. subjective) stance

· It can use a variety of tones to persuade the listener or reader.  It could for instance, take a humorous approach.
· In order to convince the reader you need more than opinion; you need facts or examples to back your opinion. This may require research.
Example of Topics

1. There must be more to do in Perth for young people.

2. The vegan lifestyle is not all that! Or maybe it is!
3. That the Royal Family has lost the respect of the British public.

4. That TikTok is a toxic pastime.

5. What aspect of our society shocks or concerns you?

6. Everybody should have a dog.
7. Curb the rise of the card – cash is king!
8. Space debris – clean up out junk!
9. Barbie! The role model we all needed?
10. Scientists, having cloned a sheep, are on the verge of cloning human body replacement parts, opening up the possibility of cloning complete human beings.  Have scientists gone too far?

11. “Scotland is a county of recurrent depression, betrayal, surrender, and grim-faced intolerance”

Support or oppose this claim.

13.
Is there any type of fanaticism or obsession or hypocrisy about which you feel strongly?

14.
 
15. 

16.
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Structure
Introduction: 

The introduction has a "hook" to catch the reader's attention. Some "hooks" include:

1) Opening with an unusual detail: 

The electric chair was invented by a dentist.

If Barbie were life-size, her measurements would be 39-23-33. She would stand seven feet, two inches tall.

Americans on average eat 18 acres of pizza every day.
2) Opening with a strong statement: 

Despite political rhetoric, violent crime is steadily increasing.
3) Opening with a Quotation: 

Elbert Hubbard once said, "Truth is stranger than fiction."
4) Opening with an Anecdote: Use an anecdote to interest reader and get their attention.
5) Opening with a Statistic or Fact: Sometimes a statistic or fact will add emphasis or interest to your topic. It may be wise to include the item's authoritative source.
6) Opening with a Question: 

If you were forced at gunpoint to choose between wearing burberry, kappa or lacoste, what would you wear?  A difficult decision to make?  The fashion industry is under attack from…
7) Opening with an Exaggeration or Outrageous  Statement:

By the year 2015 the world will be overrun with neds, who will change the face of western civilisation as we know it.
 

The introduction should also include a statement of intent, telling the reader what your essay is about


Example Introduction:

Of all the problems facing the environment today, the one that bothers me the most is global warming. [HOOK-OPENING WITH A STRONG STATEMENT] Some scientists say that the earth is getting warmer because of the greenhouse effect. The discussion of such an important issue is vital as it drastically affects us all.  The future repercussions of the greenhouse effect will be described while the urgency of this issue is dealt with.  Some people actually deny the fact that the earth's atmosphere is getting warmer and offer similar arguments that have no scientific basis.  These opinions will be irrevocably disproved  [STATEMENT OF INTENT]

 

The Main Body: 
The writer then provides evidence to support the opinion offered in the statement of intent in the introduction. Each paragraph is based on a solid reason to back your statement of intent. Within each paragraph there must be a degree of elaboration.
 

Elaboration:
Elaborate every argument you put forward.  Use statistics or research, real-life experiences, or examples.  This can be done in different ways:

· Creating hypothetical situations: Used particularly when creating an argument and you want the reader to see a different point of view. Use cues for the reader. (eg.: suppose that, what if...) 

· Provide background information a reader may need: Illustrate whenever appropriate. Define special terms used. 

 

Structuring your paragraphs
Structuring your paragraphs well will allow you to build your powers of persuasion, leaving your reader/marker in no doubt about the topic.
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The Conclusion: 
A piece of persuasive writing usually ends by summarizing the most important details of the argument and stating once again what the reader is to believe or do.

1. Restate your statement of intent. 

2. Summarize the main points: The conclusion enables your reader to recall the main points of your position. 

3. Write a personal comment or call for action. You can do this: 

· With a Prediction: This can be used with a narrative or a cause and effect discussion. The conclusion may suggest or predict what the results may or may not be in the situation discussed or in similar situations.

· With a Question: Closing with a question lets your readers make their own predictions, draw their own conclusions. 

· With Recommendations: A recommendation closing is one that stresses the actions or remedies that should be taken. 

· With a Quotation: Since a quotation may summarize, predict, question, or call for action, you may use a quotation within a conclusion. 
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Language
Throughout your essay you should use cues for your read to let them know where your argument is going.



The essay should be written in formal language with no contractions (e.g. can’t, won’t) or colloquial speech (slang).

Persuasive Essay Plan


 Introduction:  

Warm up the audience; establish a goodwill and rapport with the readers, when introducing your topic get the reader on your side.

. Get the readers attention by using a "hook." 

A. Give some background information if necessary. 

B. Statement of intent 

Main Body: 

Informative but use emotive language to emphasise how important this issue is and set up the stakes.  Show what’s at risk in this question.  Build up your argument.  Use your strongest arguments at the end so you leave the reader convinced of your side of it.
3/4 arguments or reasons to support your position:
. Topic sentence explaining your point. 

A. Elaboration to back your point.
B. Follow the plan set out in the ‘Anatomy of a Paragraph’


Conclusion:

Provide a strong conclusion, place great emphasis on your overall argument.  Again, remind your readers how important this issue is, what’s at stake here, and try to show why your argument provides the best solution to the issue being faced. This gives an impression of the rightness and importance of your argument, and suggests its larger significance or long-range impact. More importantly, it gives the readers a psychological sense of closure – the argument winds up instead of breaking off.

. Summary of main points or reasons 

A. Restate thesis statement. 

B. Personal comment or a call to action. 
Some Extra Support…

Linking Phrases

In addition

Also

Similarly

Further to this

In further support of this

Continuing this line of argument

Secondly

Furthermore

Moreover

Additionally

What’s more

Turning Phrases

In contrast

On the other hand

However

To counter

Yet

Conversely

In spite of this

On the contrary

In opposition

From another viewpoint

Concluding Phrases

In conclusion

To conclude

Finally

Having reviewed both sides of the argument

In summary

To summarise

In review

In brief

To sum up

To refer to a fact
“This fact _____”

Shows

Illustrates

Suggests

Implies

Asserts

Alludes to

Demonstrates

Explains

Proves


Reveals

Persuasive Techniques

Colloquial style

Rhetorical Question

Personal pronouns

Shocking language

Hyperbole

Emotive language

Short sentences

Humour

Statistics

Triples

Imagery

Repetition

A Sample Essay (15/15)
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Persuasive Writing

Marking Sheet
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YES


NO













Arguments are detailed and convincing


The spelling is correct and includes less 

familiar words

Grammar and punctuation is correct 

(NO ALOTS!!)


Formal language is used throughout without 

any contractions (e.g. isn’t, wasn’t)

You use persuasive language


You use paragraphs correctly to clearly

separate ideas

There are at least 3-4 arguments

Your introduction contains a statement of intent


Your conclusion sums up all your main points

Write one thing that could be improved and one thing you have done well

Linking Words


To Argue Against





Yet


However


On the other hand


Conversely


This argument fails to consider








Linking Words


To Continue an Argument





Firstly


Next


Then


Similarly


Moreover


To continue the same point








Persuasive Language





Surely


Clearly


Evidently


Unmistakably


Without a doubt


As you can see


It is clear to see


The evidence would suggest that


The evidence proves


This shows


One of the most convincing arguments is











This illustrates








