Topic Sentence and Paragraph Development in Critical Essays
1. Critical Essay- A piece of writing that gives your thoughts about a task.  These thoughts should be supported with evidence and explanation.

All essays will have at least 5 paragraphs or sections: an introduction, at least three “body” paragraphs/sections, and a concluding paragraph.

2. Introduction- The first paragraph in your essay. It identifies the title, author and sums up the task.  Ideally it should give an indication of the line of argument your essay will take by summarizing the main points which the essay will develop. (See “How To Pass Higher English” Pg 154 and red “Essay Skills” book Pg 20).
3. Body paragraph- A middle paragraph/section in an essay. It develops a point you want to make in order to respond to your task. Each middle paragraph begins with a topic sentence. The topic sentence states the main point to be made in the paragraph, while the following sentences expand on the topic sentence, and provide examples and evidence to support what is said in the topic sentence.  There should also be commentary on that evidence explaining what it shows in relation to your task (Analysis and Evaluation).   See below for further details as well as “How To Pass Higher English” Pg 157 and red “Essay Skills” book Pgs 10-11, 13-15, 34).
4. Concluding paragraph- The last paragraph in your essay. It should sum up the points you have made in your essay in response to your task and present your final judgement.  Even if the task does not ask you to focus on theme your thoughts on what the text has made you think about are relevant here.  The final paragraph should give a finished feeling to your essay.  See “How To Pass Higher English” Pg 155 and red “Essay Skills” book (Pg 16-17, 23, 34).
Body Paragraphs/Sections should include:

· A topic sentence- The first sentence in a body paragraph. It should indicate the subject of that paragraph.  It does that same for the body paragraph as the introduction does for the entire essay.

· Specific details/Evidence - Specific details form the core of your body paragraph. These can take the form of references, examples, descriptions, quotations, paraphrasing, or plot details.
· Commentary/Explanation - Your opinion or comment about what the evidence you have included shows in relation to your task.
· (This pattern can be repeated within a paragraph or even in a separate paragraph still on the same topic.)
· Concluding sentence - The last sentence in each body paragraph or section consists of comments and opinion and relates the point being made in the paragraph back to the essay question. This is very important, because it ensures that the essay doesn't wander off the topic.

