The Cone Gatherers

Chapter 1

1. Consider the character of Neil. Write a paragraph discussing his appearance, his attitude to Calum and his attitude towards his ‘superiors’. You should quote to support the points you make.

2. Consider the character of Calum. Write a paragraph discussing his appearance; his relationship with trees and animals, including the way he feels about death; the skills he has as a climber, and what Jenkins suggests through these attributes. You should quote to support the points you make.

3. Consider the character of Duror. Write a paragraph discussing his behaviour, his attitude towards the brothers, and his attitude towards those who are deformed or crippled. You should quote to support the points you make.

4. Jenkins therefore establishes the driving force behind the plot in the opening chapter: Duror’s hatred for the cone gatherers, Calum especially, and his need to drive them out of ‘his’ wood. Write a paragraph explaining why Duror hates Calum, what Neil’s attitude towards Duror is and how Calum reacts to Duror. Quote to support the points you make.

5. The setting of the wood is important. It is a beautiful, sacred place for Duror and Calum, but at the same time it is used to represent events in the wider world because it is to be cut down to provide wood for the war effort. Calum and Neil are gathering cones so that the seed can be harvested in order to plant a new wood after the war.

· What is the atmosphere at the very beginning of the novel? Quote and comment on how this atmosphere is created.

· As the paragraph develops, how does Jenkins show that the war looms over the wood?

· How is the violence of war represented in the wood? (P7, 9)
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