The Cone Gatherers

Chapter 6 

Answers

1. Duror’s dream the night before had been about Peggy. It started positively, with Duror imagining that Peggy was in the garden, enjoying the spring sunshine. In contrast to his real feelings, he had handled her body ‘with care and love’. The innocent vision of making the best of Peggy’s disability is then destroyed by the mad rush of thrushes which surround Peggy. Duror, paralysed, can do nothing to help her, symbolising his impotence, both literally and metaphorically. 

2. Duror spends much of the morning trying to forget his dream. Just as he feels he will never rid himself of the horror, the cone gatherers appear in the driveway. Calum is Duror’s situation personified, and as such serves as a physical manifestation of Duror’s nightmare. Their arrival at this moment is significant because we are reminded of the connection between Calum and Duror.

3. ‘Fiercely’ underlines how passionate Neil is in his determination to protect Calum. It connotes a defensive attitude, as if Neil is daring the others to disagree with him. This is reinforced by the word ‘glared’ later in the paragraph. 

4. When Calum first sees the deer he is overjoyed. He is lost in the beauty of the wood and at one with nature. He makes animal-like sounds and seems to have forgotten the true aim of the afternoon. His kinship with animals is reinforced when Jenkins says that he called to the deer in ‘friendship’. When the deer is pursued by the hunters, Calum’s affinity with them is made clear – he ‘too was a deer hunted by remorseless men’ and he is ‘moaning and gasping’ like a wild animal. When the deer is shot, Calum is hysterical. Blind to his own safety, he falls on the deer to protect it.

5. Duror throws Calum off the deer and, drawing the deer’s head back, slits its throat with a knife. He does this because he imagines the deer is Peggy. We see Duror’s growing insanity and inability to keep his emotions hidden. He is unable to ‘endure’. The imagined death of Peggy betrays the root of Duror’s problem – his disgust at what his wife has become and his impotence – both literal and metaphorical – which means he can do nothing to change the situation.

6. The word-choice of ‘frantic’ connotes Calum’s hysteria, and the fact that he is blind to anything other than the deer’s suffering. The violent, aggressive word-choice to describe Duror reinforces his capacity for evil and foreshadows the murder of Calum at the end of the novel. The word ‘savagely’ emphasises that Duror’s behaviour has become increasingly brutal and unpredictable, like a wild animal or savage being.

7. Duror realises that Calum personifies Duror’s situation: Calum is beautiful, like Peggy, but this beauty is housed in a monstrous body. Every time he sees Calum, Duror is reminded of Peggy and the situation in which he is trapped for life. Calum has defiled the wood because until his arrival, the wood was the one place where Duror felt at peace; it was his sanctuary, his haven from the reality of his life. Now that has been destroyed because wherever he goes in the wood, he either sees Calum or senses his presence.

8. Tulloch knows that an injustice has been done – he feels that Calum’s behaviour was expected, and that Lady Runcie Campbell knew as much. He is entirely on the cone gatherers’ side. Lady Runcie Campbell is mortified by the event. Her pride as the landowner has been damaged, and she is embarrassed that the deer drive has turned into a farce. She says, ‘I object to being subjected to such humiliation on my own land.’ Her pride has been damaged, and yet we see here that her pride as a member of the nobility gets the better of her Christian sensibilities, where pride has no place. Again, then, we see the conflict in LRC between her faith and her position. Roderick is the voice of his mother’s conscience – he knows that it is unfair to punish the cone gatherers and he speaks up in defence of them: ‘‘You told me yourself,’ he muttered intensely, ‘never to be quiet if I saw injustice being done.’’

9. This chapter acts as an important turning point in the novel, because we see that Duror will no longer be satisfied with Calum’s expulsion from the wood. Duror now understands the connection between him and Calum, and that connection can only be broken if Calum dies. He describes Calum as being ‘necessary’ to him, showing that he must die in order for Duror to survive. The idea of the innocent being sacrificed for the death of evil is suggested by the idea of Calum’s death being a ‘crucifixion’, with its connotations of Christ’s death on the cross. Duror decides that the only way forward is for him to spread the lie about Calum. This chapter is therefore important because it 

· Develops our understanding of the roots of Duror’s problem

· Develops our understanding of the irrevocable connection between Calum and Duror, which must end in Calum’s death

· Ends all hope of Calum and Neil’s safe exit from the wood

· Foreshadows the events at the end of the novel – i.e. Calum’s inevitable death at the hands of Duror.

10.  At the end of the chapter, Tulloch notices the ‘look of dedication’ on    Roderick’s face. The dedication is to the cone gatherers – Roderick is determined to see justice done and to make it up to the two men. It sets up the plot for the rest of the novel, because Roderick climbs the tree at the end in the hope that he will have to be saved by Calum and Neil, and in so doing, the two men will be redeemed in LRC’s eyes. 

