The Cone Gatherers

Chapter 6 

The deer hunt: an important turning point in the novel.

1. Describe the dream that Duror had had that night, and comment on what you think its significance might be. 

2. Why is it important that the cone gatherers arrive as Duror is trying to forget his dream?

3. Analyse the word-choice used by Jenkins to convey Neil’s determination to protect Calum’s position on the drive. 

4. The death of the deer: how does Calum behave

· When he first sees the deer? 
· When he realises it is being pursued?

· When the deer is shot? 
5. Describe what Duror does to the deer, and comment on why you think he does what he does.

6. Analyse the significance of Jenkins’ word-choice in

‘Rushing upon the stricken deer and the frantic hunch-back, he threw the latter off with furious force, and then, seizing the former’s head with one hand cut its throat savagely with the other.’

7. Mr Tulloch, Lady Runcie-Campbell and Roderick argue about the cone gatherers’ fate. What stand does each take, and what is therefore revealed about their respective characters?

8. The turning point in the novel: Duror understands the connection between him and Calum.
Consider the significance of these two important sections of this chapter:

“…he understood for the first time why he hated the hunchback so profoundly and yet was so fascinated by him. For many years…but the face was mild, peaceful and beautiful.” (P71)

“But the hunchback in some dreadful way had become associated with him, in fact had become necessary to him.”  (P77)

With reference to these sections, discuss what Duror realises about the connection between him and Calum, and what the reader understands about their twin fates. 
9. In terms of Roderick’s character development, what is significant about the last paragraph of the chapter?

