MINUTES
GRANDTULLY PARENT COUNCIL MEETING – 10 FEB 2025

Attendees:
Marion Geerdink, Matthew Geerdink, Laura Easson, Gregor Ross, Laura Ross, Jade Calder, Nicole Wilson, Vicky Pooler, Carol Lang, Ross Dempster, Anna Brocklehurst, Ewa Peppit, Sheena Leckie, Luc Parsons, Sam Parsons.

Apologies – Carol Pirie, Grace Norton, Chris Rowley, Smita Wakefield, Vicky Randall, Sarah de Comyn, Kirsty McBey

AGENDA:
Constitution
New Vice Chair
School Blog 
School footwear
Just 2 easy
Yurt 
PC funding update
AOB

Constitution
Constitution revised and up to date. 

New Vice Chair
Grace can no longer commit to this role. 
Gregor expressed interest in taking on this role and was elected by all PC members present. 

School Blog
Jade sends an email every Friday with details of events and news from the week gone and for 2 weeks in advance. The link is in the end of week email.

School Footwear
Please note another request from school regarding suitable footwear for children during school, including indoor & outdoor footwear and P.E appropriate shoes that give ankle support to avoid injuries.

School Waterproofs
School request – If your child has borrowed waterproofs from school, please return them asap, clean and ready to be borrowed by other children when needed.

Just 2 Easy
FEEDBACK – Easy to access, but not that much content being uploaded.
Missing seeing pictures or videos of the kids in action.
The children are tasked with adding content and it is a time-consuming task, especially for the younger class, because it is a new system, however adding content will hopefully be something that becomes the norm for them.  Kids may need prompting to add their own content.

Yurt
Ongoing issue with the stove. School and PC trying to assess if the stove is fit for purpose. Glass needs to be replaced and issues with the flu.  PC will contact Stoves Complete for a quote on a new stove and flu installation. Smita to follow up and report back on costs.

PC funding update
- Current Balance - £5754.85p (3K min always kept in bank account). Although the balance is healthy we need to keep momentum in raising funds.

- Funding application has been submitted to Basil D’eath Trust requesting £2600 for help for transport costs.

PC funding contributions through 24/25 – half log delivery, clay for school. 

New funding requests identified by school – a 5 week (1 day a week) training session with residents of Dirliebane Theatre Company. This would tap into the joint key themes of both the school and Dirliebane regarding resilience.  The skills learned would then be presented to parents as the end of year showcase – The Grandtully Festival (2 weeks before end of term), and would include circus and clown skills, chill out zones, music and songs.  The cost of this is £2000.00 and would be fully funded by the PC.  This would not be a fundraising opportunity for the PC.

General consensus that it sounds like a lovely idea but is expensive. Parents keen to find out more and to bring the following questions to the next PC meeting with the teachers:

· We have done similar things like this before, so could the money be spent on other things that support different educational themes, science, languages etc, (though aware there is a trip to Dynamic earth, and of the drone and robot projects last year)
· Other thoughts on an alternative showcase if not financially viable?
· Is there a Plan B if there is poor weather?
· Although the school has a prior relationship with Dirliebane is it possible to get quotes from similar companies?
· As it is an expensive contribution for the PC, is there something from this project with Dirliebane that could be carried forward as a legacy for future years, or could the money be better spent in purchasing something else as a longer term legacy for the school such as stationary/books or other things?


Current funding opportunities
Pub quiz- Date confirmed by Inn on The Tay for 28th March, 7.30pm for an 8pm start. Further details to follow.

Etape volunteers -  Update from Gregor. All volunteers need to be 14+ yrs. If anyone is interested you receive £40.00 for the day. Marion will send out a message on the parents whatsapp group to gauge interest. 


Ongoing PC financial projects
The garden bird hide is now unusable. PC request for any parents to help rebuild. Robin will draw up a plan for a new build and hopefully parents can contribute some wood/other materials they may have spare and others to help build.  A request for help will also be sent out via the parent whatsapp group.

Storage Shed – Jade to investigate Ikea shelving.

AOB – N/A
