CRAIGIE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Homework Policy

The school endeavours to:
· Work with families to create a safe, happy working environment in which all our pupils, staff and school community are working together to maximise learning and teaching experiences in and out of the classroom.
· To encourage pupils to develop independence and responsibility in managing their own time.

Through the giving of homework, Craigie Primary School aims to:

· Promote self -discipline

· Practice, consolidate and reinforce what is being learned in school

· Involve parents and keep them informed of what their child is learning in school and their progress
· Teach children to plan, organise and structure their studying
· Involve children in planning their own learning
· Increase pupil responsibility and independence 
Homework at Craigie Primary School will:
· Allow practice and consolidation of work done in class

· Give opportunities for preparation for future class work

· Develop skills in using libraries and other learning resources

· Provide a range of activities – from practice and consolidation tasks, to problem-solving, challenges and outdoor learning

· Provide opportunities for pupils to plan and organise their time

· Develop good working habits and self-discipline 

· Encourage pupils to be responsible for their own learning

· Provide information for parents

· Provide opportunities for parental cooperation, support and dialogue with the school

RESPONSIBILITIES OF TEACHERS, PARENTS AND PUPILS
Each member of the school community has a role to play in meeting the aims of the homework policy.  However, there are specific responsibilities as follows:
Head Teacher:
The Head Teacher (with support from the Depute Head Teacher) is responsible for:

· Making sure the homework  policy is readily available and that Parent Council members, staff, pupils and their parents and carers know about it

· Making sure that the Homework Policy and its procedures are followed
· Making sure all staff know their responsibilities and receive training and support in carrying these out

All Teachers: 

All staff are responsible for:

· Homework tasks being set out clearly and include the date for completion

· All homework tasks being clearly explained to pupils
· Teaching the pupils how to use their school diaries for organisation and planning purposes (P5-P7) 
· Homework activities being included in the teachers’ weekly plans

· Homework being linked to planned class work

· Homework being assessed and quality feedback given to pupils

· Informing the Senior Management Team if children regularly fail to complete homework and contacting parents.

Parents/Carers

Parents will be encouraged to:
· Support their child’s homework. Where appropriate, children should also be encouraged to work independently.

· Establish a routine and checking their child’s diary regularly 
· Give any help that is asked but do not do the work

· If work is too difficult or takes longer than it should, let the teacher know by writing a note in the homework diary.
Pupils

Pupils should:

· Complete their homework to the best of their ability and hand it in on time

· Read every evening at some point

· Be organised and focus on developing their skills in responsibility, organisation and planning their personal time

· Add to class learning by bringing in resources and “knowledge” that they can share productively with their classmates.
How much Homework should be given?

When asking ‘how much work’ we tend to mean ‘how much time’ should the set tasks take to complete. This is difficult in that some children work at a faster pace than others, so our answer must be based on what a teacher could reasonably expect of most children. We would also expect that the amount of time spent on homework should increase as the child moves through the school and it is assumed that this pattern would continue into Secondary Education.  See Appendix 1 for guidance for each year group.

Assessment Strategies that are used:

· Checking and marking of completed written work

· Verbal feedback to pupils

· Questioning pupils

· Outcomes of activities

· Discussions with pupils

· Observations of presentations

· Say, Write, Make and Do range of activities 
· Self and peer marking and comment

Monitoring and Evaluation:
On-going monitoring exists within our current school improvement framework.
The School will review this policy every three years to ensure it takes account of any developments.  Any change is communicated to all parties via regular newsletters, assemblies and staff meetings.

The Senior Management Team will review the provision of homework regularly as part of the monitoring of the quality of learning and teaching.  The views of pupils, teachers and parents/carers will be sought as part of this process. 
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Appendix 1
Homework is not intended to take up most of an evening. It is important that children have time to play and to develop whatever interests are currently engaging them.
There are many other activities, which can be done with your child. You may not consider them ‘homework’ but they are just as valuable for a child’s education.

Most important is developing the habit and enjoyment of reading, whether reading a book yourself or being read to.

Also important is playing with a child, making things, talking and listening to him or her, discussing a television programme, drawing, painting, writing, singing, baking, playing all kinds of games, visiting interesting and unusual places and generally following up any new and promising idea.
Please make sure that a parent / carer sign their child’s homework and please do add a comment if you feel one is necessary.

Encourage your child to “traffic light” their work to “say” how they found the task.
Primary 1 

In P1 homework should last a short time and everyone should enjoy the time spent.

The children will bring home a book regularly. These are to be read by and with an adult.
· For enjoyment

· To encourage careful handling of books

· To teach children to begin on the left hand page

· To teach children to start at the top of the page

· To teach children to read from left to right

· To look at pictures for information and clues

· To predict what might happen next

Books from home or the library can be used in the same way.

The children will also bring home words taken from the reading scheme to practise word recognition and phonic work to help with learning initial letter sounds and simple blends. 

When the children begin more formal reading they will read from their book on their reading days in class. Their homework will be based on class reading activities and should be read at home with them. 

Later, word clouds will be sent home to help children learn new words. 

Primary 2

Each week children will be given homework in reading (from August) and spelling (from October).  

Along with the reading books provided from school Primary 2 children should also be encouraged to read books from home and the library to broaden their vocabulary and enjoyment of books.

There will usually be one piece of maths per week (September onwards) and occasionally a comprehension or topic task.  Please support your child with any simple research task that needs to be completed.

Primary 3 
Homework will usually be a mixture of language, maths and topic work. It will normally be handed out on a Thursday and will be collected the following Wednesday.
Children should be encouraged to read for pleasure most evenings. Reading homework is issued on your child’s reading day and expected to be returned on the next specified reading day.   More “formal” homework starts in the Autumn term.
The children should be supported when looking for relevant information and resources to help develop their knowledge and understanding of current topics. 
Primary 4 
Homework sheets are used for recording homework activities and also to highlight any upcoming school/class events and activities. Please encourage your child take responsibility for completing their homework (to the best of their ability) throughout the week and for handing it in on a Wednesday.  (It goes out on a Thursday).
Weekly homework will normally consist of spelling, maths and reading. However when a topic task or project is issued this may differ slightly.  Homework activities are directly linked to what your child will be learning, consolidating prior knowledge and developing their knowledge and understanding. 

Reading homework will be issued on your child’s reading day and will be due back for their next reading session which will be recorded on their reading record. Please encourage your child to read a variety of materials at home.
Primary 5 
Weekly there is language (spelling, sentence and/or grammar practice), and maths homework (consolidation and/or revision).  Ongoing times table practice and revision must happen, although this will not always be detailed.
Occasionally, the pupils will be expected to carry out some independent research linked to their topic work.

Pupils are expected to record homework tasks in their diary each week and start to use their diary as a personal organisation tool.
Primary 6 Homework

Primary 6 pupils complete at most three pieces of written homework a week, which can include finishing off a piece of work begun in class. These are normally maths or language based but may also include class topic research. Occasionally maths games will be sent home for pupils to improve their mental agility.

Primary 6 pupils also have weekly spellings and home reading novels. Pupils will be given opportunities to complete their novels during quiet reading time in class.

In primary 6, pupils are expected to keep their homework diaries up-to-date and bring them to school everyday.  It is important that pupils learn to manage their own time effectively and meet deadlines.

Most homework is due in on Monday and will be given out on Monday or Tuesday where possible.  Reading homework is to be prepared for Wednesday and will be given out on Wednesday or Thursday, if this includes Literacy Circles work then it is vital that the task is completed and brought in for our lesson on Wednesday morning!
Primary 7
The aim at this stage is to establish a homework pattern similar to that of secondary which should allow a smooth transition from Primary 7 into S1. 

1. Homework in general will involve developing or consolidating work which has been taught in school. This establishes continuity for the pupil and ensures practice in meeting short term deadlines. Most often this will consist of a Maths or Language task.  

2. As well as this, pupils will be carrying out individual or group research projects in class and will often be required to research information at home or format documents.  Projects are usually topic related and last for anything up to 6 weeks. Pupils will be given a long term deadline for this task which is usually towards the end of a term. It would be appreciated if parents could support their child in working steadily towards a deadline. This could avoid last minute stress.

3.  In the first term pupils will be encouraged to read books by a range of authors and give informal book reports to the class. This will lead on to more formal written book reviews in terms 2 and 3. 

In a typical week, pupils may be reading a novel, researching and meeting short term deadlines. This can be difficult in the early stages (if not always,) and checking your child’s diary regularly would be very helpful. 


