Braco Parent Council meeting
10th September 2025
Attendees: Jill Johnston (Treasurer), Julie Reid (Secretary), Craig Torrens, Eilidh Wilson, Becca MacRae, Dee Campbell, Tegan McAvoy, Rachel Beaton, Megan Brown, Rhona Nuttal.  Via teams: Alison McIntosh, Jill Wardlaw, Jonathan Carpenter, Andrew MacRae
JR opened the meeting and welcomed all attendees. 

Headteacher’s Report 
Update
Welcome everyone to our first Parent Council of the 2025-26 school year. The school has had a positive start to the term and it has been lovely to welcome our children back after the summer holidays. Following the appointment of Miss Eilidh Wilson as our substantive Principal Teacher in May 2025, I am delighted to say that she has now taken up her position and has already built positive working relationships with our children and families. Similarly, our Probationer Teacher, Miss Megan Fraser, has begun to establish herself within our school community. 
Term 1 has already got off to a busy and fun-filled start with the children enjoying our House Games afternoon, Skills Groups, Forest Schools sessions and after school Bowls Club. 
A point of discussion from previous Parent Councils was trying to ensure that a member of staff was MIDAS trained to drive the school minibus. I am pleased to share that a few weeks ago Miss Carey successfully completed this course. As a result, we will be able to provide a greater range of trips for learners in a more cost-effective manner. 
Our Pupil Council have also recently been appointed, and they have begun to think about the different ways of making our school even better. On Friday they had the pleasure of meeting John Cossar, an ex-pupil who attended Braco Primary School in the 1930s. This was a wonderful experience for our children to learn more about Braco, its school and the lasting impact of their education and time spent in school. 
Staffing updates
There is one staffing update to share with parents this evening. Unfortunately, our Nursery Play Assistant, Mrs Kirsty Wilson’s husband was in a serious accident on the final weekend before we returned to school in August. It has now become clear that his recovery will take a considerable amount of time and Mrs Wilson has made the decision to step away from her role for the time being. At present, it is likely that this will be a career break for Mrs. Wilson and she will return to work once her husband’s health has improved. In the meantime, we will begin the process of filling the post on a temporary basis. 
After School Clubs
Our Pupil Council recently surveyed the classes to see what their preferences are for after school clubs. Now that we have this information, we will share information with parents in due course. Miss Eilidh Wilson has also been looking into whether there is any scope for the Ardoch Development Trust to fund an afterschool club for the children. 

Ardoch Development Trust
Thank you to the Ardoch Development Trust for their continued support of the school this year. We have our Primary 7 trip to Lendrick Muir taking place next week, for which the ADT have covered most of the costs. They have also recently approved the purchase of additional iPads for the school and horse-riding lessons for some of our learners. 


School Quality Improvement Plan Priorities:
1)Improving the overall quality of learning and teaching.
2) Raising attainment in Numeracy.
3)Developing our approaches to inclusive practices. 
Nursery Quality Improvement Plan Priorities: 
1)Raising nursery attainment through developing approaches to planning and moderation. 
2)Developing resilience and the social/ emotional skills of learners through developing our Forest Kindergarten approach. 
3)Enhancing our practices regarding nurturing approaches.
Agenda item: Class Trips 2025-26
CT  asked if the Parent Council are happy to continue supporting the school by funding:
1) Transport for a minimum of 1 class trip. Could this be more in light of Miss Carey’s MIDAS qualification? 
2)Transport for the whole school and nursery to attend a pantomime in December?

The answer is yes and the funds are already available, without the further fundraising that we have planned for later this year…Current balance of the bank account for Parent Council is £1,037.00, and the STEM account is £521.00

The Tutankhamun Immersive Exhibition in Glasgow was mentioned.  Becca and Andrew MacRae are going and will give feedback.  JR has since checked and there are discounts for schools available, but price depends on numbers. 


Agenda item: Fundraising

We have a few fundraising events planned in the coming months:

1) Santa Dash/Christmas Enterprise Fair – booked for Sunday 7th December 2025
We have been granted permission from the Landowner and JR has submitted the required forms to the council.  JR has since re-confirmed that there will not be any need for any temporary road closures and JR has been advised that this has been added to our application.  As in previous years the sign up will close at 2pm and the dash will begin at 2.15pm.   Christmas fair and the hall to be open from 1pm and close at 4.30pm for the tree light switch on ideally. 

Meghan Brown mentioned that at a nursery she worked at previously the children made personalised Christmas baubles that their families pre-ordered to raise funds.  This may be a nice idea as part of the Enterprise fair.  P6/P7 to make Beeswax wraps for the fair too. 

Santa Dash working group:
Julie Reid 
Craig Torrens 
Becca MacRae 
Jonathan Carpenter 
Dee Campbell and Corrine Maclaine are happy to assist on the day 

2) Christmas/Summer Hampers to raffle working group
Jill Johnston
Meghan Brown 
Dee Campbell

3) Bingo working group
Eilidh Wilson
Julie Reid 
Rhona Nuttall

Rhona has confirmed with them that the Women’s Institute will not be hosting a bingo event as they did not have a good turn out to their last one.  Might our event be a Burns’ Bingo, so that some of the children can get to recite some poems?

Agenda item: Uniform Policy Reminder

A gentle reminder that the school’s uniform policy can be found in the School Handbook. We please ask that children do not wear heavily branded or brightly coloured clothing to school. The school has plenty of spare uniforms which we can give out to families. 
Due to the mud that is brought into the school over the autumn and winter months, we are also asking that families provide a pair of indoor shoes for children. A new cleaner for the school has been secured with a daily allocated cleaning time of 2 hours and 40 minutes, so they need to maximise their time and therefore reducing mud inside the school is a main priority.  We have quite a lot of donated plimsole shoes in school and are happy to give these out to children who don’t have indoor shoes.

Agenda item: School Photographs
CT wanted to confirm that Parent Council are happy for Mrs Rebecca Atack of Holeyn Photography to take the children’s school photographs. These should be ready in advance of Christmas, so that they can be given to family members as gifts. It was discussed that as well as individual and sibling pictures parents would also like to see class and a photograph of the full school all together.

AOB – Interest in piloting Safer Schools App?

