Mobile Device Policy
Abernethy Primary School      as at Aug 2024 (to be reviewed June 2026)

Part A – Rationale 
Mobile phones and Smart Watches are a part of everyday life for many people including school pupils. Many mobile devices are capable of a number of functions including taking photographs, video and audio recording and accessing the Internet. Whilst these offer an opportunity for additional pupil security, particularly on the journey to and from school, they can also be a distraction from learning and a potential source of social conflict between peers. This policy aims to protect pupils from misuse of mobile phones in school and prevent the interruption of lessons and learning. 
The Scottish Government publication update on Guidance on Mobile Phones in Scotland’s Schools was used to support the review of our school policy (Aug 2024).  This document accepts that schools may decide on policy decisions that best suit their environment and needs.
Part B – Policy Principles 
The Key Principles upon which this policy statement is based are as follows: 
· Promoting safety and well-being; 
· Keeping individuals safe and protected; 
· Improving learning and achievement; 
· Raising standards of performance and achievement; 
· Developing active and responsible citizens; 
· Developing a caring, protected and confident learning community. 
Part C – Policy Outcomes 
· Pupils may bring mobile phones to school.
· Pupils are not permitted to have their phones on their person during school hours. 
· Mobile phones must be switched off before entry into the playground in the morning and can be switched back on after leaving the playground gate in the afternoon.
· Children will take their own mobile device to the office as directed by their teacher close to 9am.  Pupils should not keep their device in their schoolbags.
· Mobile phones will be stored in a locked container in the school office and returned to owners close to 3.15pm.  Children should be responsible for their own device at these times, and not carry others’.  
· During the school day, the use of mobile phones for telephoning, texting, messaging, taking of photographs, audio or video or for gaming or accessing social media is not permitted.
· For parents needing to communicate with children during class time, contact should be made through the school office. Similarly, pupils are not permitted to contact their parents during the school day on a mobile device without express permission from their teacher. 
· Within the school day or in school grounds, pupils must never use mobile devices to bully or intimidate pupils or staff in any way; if this occurs parents will, and the police may, be contacted.
· Mobile phones may be confiscated by staff if any pupil is using a mobile phone in breach of this policy.  The member of staff confiscating the device shall take it to the office and it will be returned to the pupil at the end of the school day.  
· Smart watches may be worn by pupils but parents are required to contact the school in advance to discuss device features so as to comply with the guidance in this document.
· If a pupil fails to hand their phone in on more than three occasions, parents will be informed by a member of SMT. 
· Staff mobile phones should be turned off or placed on silent during teaching times.  Staff mobile phones may be used for professional purposes e.g. use of stopwatches,  but not for taking photographs of learners.
· A pupil bringing a phone to school is responsible for its care and usage at all times (including when it is stored in the office). It is, in the end, a choice to bring mobile phones to school, and as such, the school cannot accept any responsibility for damage or loss of any device. We advise appropriate insurance for any mobile device brought to school, as the school cannot cover any loss or damage.
Part D – Responsibilities
· Staff, pupils and parents are responsible for the security of their mobile phones; the school will not take responsibility for loss, damage or theft of a mobile phone in any circumstance.
· Staff, pupils and parents are responsible for ensuring they abide by this policy.
· School staff are responsible for the implementation of this policy.

· Staff recognise that there can be situations where mobile device/social media impacts on relationships between pupils.  When this occurs outside of school, parents may wish (in the first instance) to contact the other parents of children involved before contacting the school.  The police may also be a source of support to families where this has had a damaging impact on children’s wellbeing.  It can be helpful for parents to inform school staff of ongoing issues relating to device/social media usage as it may affect the school day.  School staff, however, should not be responsible for investigating or dealing with incidents that occur out-with the school day. 

