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Alexander the Great

Macedonia

356-323BC

Hannibal

Crossed The Alps

247-c181BC

Leif Erikson

Norway (born in Iceland) — Considered first European to set foot on N. America five
centuries before Columbus

c970-c1100

Marco Polo

Italian (Venice) — Journeyed from Europe to Asia and reached China
1254-1324

John Cabot (born Giovanna Caboto)

Italy — Settled in England, travelled to and claimed Canada (thinking it was Asia) for
England

c1450-c1499

Bartolomeu Dias

Portuguese — Sailed round Africa to find a way to the Indian Ocean. Discovered the Cape
of Good Hope

c1450-1500

Amerigo Vespucci

Italian - Confirmed that Columbus had discovered a new continent — gave name to
‘America’

1451-1512

Walter Raleigh

English — explored coast of N. America

c1552-1618

John Franklin

British Arctic explorer who tried to find the North West Passage
1786-1847

Vasco da Gama

Portuguese - First man to sail round Africa to India

c1460-1524

Franciso Pizarro

Spanish

c1476-1541

Ferdinand Magellan

Portuguese - first voyage around the world

1480-1521

Hernan Cortes

Spanish — explored South America

1485-1547

Sir Francis Drake

English — Explored East coast of the Americas

1542-1596

Henry Hudson

English — Explored East Coast of N. America

c1565-c1611

James Cook

English — Explored Australian Coast

1728-1779



http://www.historyofmacedonia.org/AncientMacedonia/AlexandertheGreat.html
http://www.livius.org/person/hannibal-3-barca/hannibal-in-the-alps/
http://www.biography.com/people/leif-eriksson-9378184
http://www.biography.com/people/marco-polo-9443861#journey-to-china
http://www.biography.com/people/john-cabot-9234057
http://www.biography.com/people/bartolomeu-dias-9273850
http://www.biography.com/people/amerigo-vespucci-9517978
http://www.biography.com/people/walter-raleigh-9450901
http://www.rmg.co.uk/explore/sea-and-ships/facts/explorers-and-leaders/sir-john-franklin-(1786-1847)
http://www.biography.com/people/vasco-da-gama-9305736
http://www.biography.com/people/francisco-pizarro-9442295#reconnaissance-voyages
http://www.history.com/topics/exploration/ferdinand-magellan
http://www.history.com/topics/exploration/hernan-cortes
http://www.rmg.co.uk/explore/sea-and-ships/facts/explorers-and-leaders/drake
http://exploration.marinersmuseum.org/subject/henry-hudson/
http://www.rmg.co.uk/explore/sea-and-ships/facts/explorers-and-leaders/captain-cook
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David Livingstone

Scottish — Explored interior of Africa
1813-1873

Roald Amundsen

Norwegian — Antarctic explorer
1872-1928

Ernest Shackleton

British —Antarctic Explorer
1874-1922

Edmund Hillary & Tenzing Norgay
New Zealand / Nepal - Mount Everest
1919 & 1914-1986

. Alan Shepard

USA — Astronaut, first American in space

1923-98

John Glenn

USA — Astronaut, first to orbit the earth

1921

Yuri Gagarin

Russian cosonaut — First man in space

1934-1968

Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin (& Michael Collins) Moon Landing 1969

USA - First astronauts who landed on the moon (stayed in orbit)

1969

Christopher Columbus

Italian — Rediscovered The Americas opening them up for European colonisation
1451-1506

Mungo Park

Scottish — Explored the African continent

1771-1806

Fanny Bullock Workman

USA - First female professional climber - Himalayas

1859-1925

Chen Ho (Zheng Ho)

Chinese — Explored Indian Ocean

1371-1435

Sir Ranulph Fiennes

English — First person to get to North and South poles by surface and cross Antarctica by
foot

1944-

John Rae

Scottish (Orcadian) — Explored Northern Canada; Discovered fate of the Franklin
Expedition; Found the North West Passage which Franklin failed to do

1813-1893

Alexandrine Tinné

Dutch — Female explorer in Africa and first woman to attempt to cross the Sahara
1835-1869

Freya Stark

British — Female explorer in the Middle East and travel writer

1893-1993

Mary Kingsley

British — Female explorer and scientific writer; travelled through West Africa
1862-1900

Amy Johnson

English — Female aviator (pilot) and first to fly solo from England to Australia in 1930
1903-1941



http://www.livingstoneonline.ucl.ac.uk/biog/dl/bio.html
http://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/History/roald%20amundsen.htm
http://www.south-pole.com/p0000097.htm
http://www.biography.com/people/edmund-hillary-9339111
http://asianhistory.about.com/od/nepal/p/Tenzing-Norgay-Biography-Sherpa-Conquered-Mt-Everest.htm
http://www.biography.com/people/alan-shepard-37917
http://www.biography.com/people/john-glenn-9313269
http://www.biography.com/people/yuri-gagarin-9304838
http://www.biography.com/people/neil-armstrong-9188943
http://www.biography.com/people/buzz-aldrin-9179894
http://www.biography.com/people/michael-collins-9253724
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/07/090715-moon-landing-apollo-facts.html
http://www.biography.com/people/christopher-columbus-9254209#synopsis
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Mungo_Park
http://womenshistory.about.com/od/traveling/a/fanny_workman.htm
http://epicworldhistory.blogspot.co.uk/2012/07/zheng-he-cheng-ho-chinese-explorer.html
http://www.ranulphfiennes.co.uk/page/profile.html
http://www.orkneyjar.com/history/historicalfigures/johnrae/
http://myhero.com/hero.asp?hero=Alexandrine_Tinne_2006
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freya_Stark
http://africanhistory.about.com/library/weekly/aa011002a.htm
http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/onlinestuff/stories/amy_johnson.aspx?page=4

