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Orkney Islands Council Department of Education, Housing and Leisure
Shapinsay Community School Shapinsay, Orkney, KW17 2DY
Tel: (01856) 711218   Fax: (01856) 711218                                    
Email: admin.shapinsay@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk
Web: https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/or/shapinsayschool         
Head teacher: Emma Clements                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Tuesday 1st September  2026
Dear parents / carers,

Primary Learning this Week
This week we will be starting to have some visits from the Orkney Science Festival.
3rd September – Protecting Scotlands Seas (P5 – 7)
7th September – House Doctor (P1 –7)
9th September – Dark Universe (P5 – 7)
10th September – Whales (P1 – 7)
We have started talking about the story “The Messy Magpie” in Philosophy and have identified the big concepts so far.

Science Festival - FAMILY DAY
This year’s Orkney Science Festival Family Day (Saturday 5 September, KGS social space) is packed with activities that would normally only be available with a journey south. The Royal Observatory Edinburgh are sending mission scientists and engineers who are working on a big project with the Euclid Space Telescope seeking clues in the search for dark matter.
Dynamic Earth will be back with their planetarium, and a team from the National Biofilms Information Centre is bringing a range of activities on microbes. Another team from Edinburgh will bring zebrafish and show how they are helping genetic research.
There are activities for all ages, with the opportunity to create marine monsters, learn about magnets, study shore life, find out about an underwater world and explore the rich microscopic life of the soil.
There are two sessions: morning from 10 am to 12.30 pm, and afternoon from 1 pm to 3.30 pm. Tickets can be bought in advance to make sure of a space. They are £9 and £6 with the planetarium and a choice of two shows, or £7 and £5 without. Alternatively, there is admission at the door on the day, which is cash only.
There is fuller information, along with updates, on the Family Day webpage:
https://oisf.org/fest-event/family-day-2026/
P5 – 6 Outdoor Education
P5-6 children will be going with Mrs Armet to do outdoor education on Friday 11th, Monday 14th and Tuesday 15th September. They will be joining Glaitness School for the activities. 
Children will travel on the 9am and 4pm boats each day – parents should drop them to the boat for 8:45 (bus children will be dropped off) and pick them up at 4.25. If you need to meet them in town please let Mrs Armet know in advance.
Children will need packed lunches each day, water bottles and suitable clothes (including waterproofs). They will also need swimming things and towel with them and a spare pair of shoes that can get wet. Any personal medication should be named and given to Mrs Armet, except inhalers which should be kept by the child in their bag. All other equipment will be given to them on the day. If you would like to borrow school waterproofs please ask in advance. Children should be able to carry everything themselves (if you can get it all in one bag that’s probably easiest) and we advise you name everything.
Mrs Armet will have the spare school phone with her, and the number is 07598 632974 in case you need to contact her during the trip. Please note this is not the usual number – as that phone will remain in school.
P1 – 3, and P7 children will be in school as normal on these days.
If there are any questions about this please ask!
Trip to Kirkwall
We are planning a school trip to see businesses in town for the “Made in Orkney” topic that the children are covering in class, this is on Thursday 17th September.  We need a parent volunteer to join us as the 2 classes plan to go to different places, if you are able to help please indicate on the reply slip (you will need to be PVG checked).  If you would like to come on future trips or help out in school you will require a PVG check so please get in touch and we will add you to the list fo this.
Wood
If anyone had any spare pieces of wood at home suitable for the kids to use in the woodwork station please drop it at the school.
Staffing news
Congratulations to Toby who will now be working as Support for Learning Assistant in the afternoon, while continuing as classroom auxiliary each morning.
Missing Library Book
We are missing “Shadow and Bone” by Leigh Bardugo.
Please can everyone have a search for this, as we will need to pay for any books we can’t find

Flu Vaccine
We have information leaflets on flu vaccine for children at school if you would like one please let us know.

Kind regards,               




Emma Clements
Head teacher











Trip to Kirkwall to see some Made in Orkney businesses 
Thursday 17th September 

Name of child / children:

I give permission for my child to take part in this trip.

They will bring packed lunch  / They need school packed lunch  (delete as applicable)

I am able to come along as an Adult helper :   YES /  NO
  

Signed:....................................................................................................................................
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