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Orkney Islands Council Department of Education, Communities and Housing
Shapinsay Community School Shapinsay, Orkney, KW17 2DY
Tel: (01856) 711218   Fax: (01856) 711218                                    
Email: admin.shapinsay@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk
Web: https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/or/shapinsayschool         
Head teacher: Emma Clements 
Tuesday 10th February 2026

Dear Parents / Carers,

Learning this week
The Nursery children have been learning about polar animals. They have also been interested in building with lego.
The Sunshine Class have been learning about symptoms and treatments of common illnesses.
The Stars Class have been learning about the nervous system, multiplication in maths and also writing an information text about a monster of their choice.

Rights Respecting Schools
As we work towards our Gold Award, we will be reporting here on what we are doing. At Newsround time each day we are looking at the news through the context of rights, and the children are much more confident in identifying the rights. There are posters round the school made by the children, showing which rights each adult helps the children achieve. We are having a weekly lesson on rights, and are starting to think about rights around the world and the sustainable development goals. Last Friday we learned about the ongoing situation in Sudan, and how this is affecting children’s rights there.

Aladdin
The children are doing really well with rehearsing. Lines are already being learned which is great. After the February break, children will be expected to know their lines and we will be rehearsing without scripts.

School Meals
There will be a new menu starting after the February break, they will all be on the iPayimpact APP.  We have sent a copy of the menus to the Parent Council chat.

Dental Inspections
Dental inspections will take place in school on Thursday 19th in the morning.

Red Nose Day
Pupil Council are planning Red Nose Day (Friday 20th March). They would like to invite people to wear something red, and are planning some activities. These include a red nose day obstacle course, a design your nose competition and hope to have a bake sale / coffee afternoon from 2pm on Friday afternoon. We will do some baking in school, but would like parents to also donate some baking. If any parents are able to help serve tea and coffee too we would be grateful. Red noses will be on sale for £2 each in the week leading up to red nose day. 

Active Shapinsay Week
Active Shapinsay week will be starting Monday 23rd February, there will be an information sheet on the activities and also a sign up sheet so that we can gauge the interest in each activity to make sure that it is viable for them to run.

World Book Day
World Book day is on Thursday 5th March, we have been issued with book tokens.  They can be redeemed for one Free World book (listed on the back of token) or £1 off any book or audiobook costing £2.99 or more.
Also this year we are not asking children to dress up for World Book day as they will be practicing for the play and have to change into those costumes in school, so instead they can decorate a tattie at home as their favourite book character.

Long Weekend
The school will be closed for the mid term break and inservice this Thursday 12th, Friday 13th, Monday 16th & Tuesday 17th February. School reopens to pupils on Wednesday 18th February.

P7 Young Scot cards
There is a letter attached for P7 parents about the updated Young Scot Card that your child will require for free travel.  We will take photos in school and upload them.  We have also emailed this letter.


Kind regards,



Emma Clements
Headteacher
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