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Orkney Islands Council Department of Education, Communities and Housing
Shapinsay Community School Shapinsay, Orkney, KW17 2DY
Tel: (01856) 711218   Fax: (01856) 711218                                    
Email: admin.shapinsay@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk
Web: https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/or/shapinsayschool         
Head teacher: Emma Clements 

Wednesday 29th October 2025

Dear Parents / Carers,

Welcome back to term 2, we hope you all had a super break. As it is now darker when the children are arriving at and leaving school, please make sure your children are wearing their reflectives.

Primary Learning this week
This term the children will be starting to think about their new topics. In Social Studies the children are learning about lighthouses. Children in the Stars class will be learning about Stevenson and the impact he had. The Sunshine class will be basing their learning around the story of The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch. In Science the children will be learning about electricity. In RME this term the children are learning about Christian ceremonies, and Rev Julia is coming in on Tuesday mornings for the next 3 weeks to work with us. In December we will then focus on Christmas. 

Dates this term 
Weds 5th Nov – Pupil committees
Weds 5th Nov – Community fireworks (please wear reflectives, children must be with an adult)
Sat 15th Nov – Parent Council winter sale
Weds 19th Nov – Parent Council meeting
Fri 5th Dec – tree lighting 7pm
Weds 10th Dec – Christmas Lunch
Sun 14th Dec – Christmas Party
Weds 17th Dec – Christmas assembly
Fri 19th Dec – End of term
Mon 5th Jan – start of term 3

Christmas events
For the benefits of any new families, I thought it was worth explaining some of the events above, as not all are school events. December is a busy time in Shapinsay!
Friday 5th December – tree lighting. This takes place outside the school and the P7 children switch on the lights. The primary children (and nursery children are welcome to join as well) sing a couple of Christmas songs outside. Then everyone moves to the hall where the Salvation Army will lead some carols for everyone, and the choir (see below) will sing some more. There are also refreshments. Please complete the reply slip so that we know we have enough children to sing at the tree lighting.
Weds 10th December – the children and lunch club have Christmas lunch together. 
Sunday 14th December – In the afternoon there is the tree party, organised by the Community Association. There will be games, tea and a visit from a certain special person with gifts.
Wednesday 17th December – Christmas Assembly. The children will share their learning, we will have a talk from Rev Julia and we will sing some Christmas songs.
Sunday 22nd December OR Christmas Eve (date tbc) – Community Carols at the Kirk. The choir will be performing along with other community groups and all will sing carols together.

Christmas jumpers are actively encouraged throughout December.


Pupil Committees
Dates for Pupil Committees for this session are: 5th Nov, 19th Nov, 17th Dec, 14th Jan, 4th Feb, 18th Feb, 18th March, 22nd April, 20th May, 3rd June, 24th June. 
Please note the next date is next Wednesday, please let us know if you would like to be involved in any of the committees.

Dounby 50:50 Sale
Any items that you would like to donate for Parent Council to put to the Dounby 50:50 Sale please deliver to school this week.  Gemma will price and deliver to Dounby.  If you have any questions please speak to Gemma.

School Photos
Emily Fisher Photography will come over on Thursday 20th November at 8.45am to take our School photos, group and individual.  We are also offering the chance to have family shoots done that day.  If you would like a family photo taken please get in touch with the school and we will add you to the list.  There will be a small charge (towards the parent council to help towards the cost of her coming) but it will likely be £10-£15, all images will be included in that price.  We will be in touch once all names are in with time slots for family shoot.

Children in Need
We will be raising money for Children in Need on Friday 14th November. Pupil Council are leading this fundraising. They would like to invite people to wear PJs to school that day, and will be leading some fun activities. We also plan to make a “change snake” using loose change and then counting the money for Children in Need. Pupil Council will also be selling some Children in Need merchandise (wristbands, pens and badges, all £1) but if you would like to look at and order anything else yourself then please do. 
Please donate whatever you can to this worthwhile cause – including any loose change for the change snake!

Choir Club
Leading up to Christmas, I will be leading a children’s choir club on Fridays from 3 – 4pm. This will be to practise for the tree lighting, the Christmas assembly and the Community Carols at the Kirk so children will need to be willing to perform at these events.
If your child / children would like to join please complete the attached reply slip and return to school. Children will need to bring a snack to eat after school. This will start on Friday 7th November.

Monday crafts
This term we will be doing textile craft with the primary children on Monday afternoons. Children will get a chance to have a go at things they are interested in next Monday and then choose which craft to focus on. The choices will be knitting, crochet, sewing and felt. We have some volunteers who are coming in to help us, but would welcome more. If you would like to come and help, or learn alongside your child, please get in touch. 

Kind regards,


Emma Clements
Headteacher

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Choir Club – Fridays from 7th Nov

Name of child / children ________________________________________________

I give my permission for my child to take part in this club and will collect my child at 4pm.

My child is able to take part in the tree lighting and Carols at the Kirk.

Signed_________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tree Lighting – Friday 5th December

Name of child / children_____________________________________________________

My child will be at the tree lighting.

Signed______________________________________________________________
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