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Orkney Islands Council Department of Education, Communities and Housing
Shapinsay Community School Shapinsay, Orkney, KW17 2DY
Tel: (01856) 711218   Fax: (01856) 711218                                    
Email: admin.shapinsay@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk
Web: https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/or/shapinsayschool         
Head teacher: Emma Clements 

Monday 10th  November 2025

Dear Parents / Carers,

Primary Learning this week
This week the children in the Sunshine Class are learning more about how to research online and take notes. The Stars Class are doing Talk for Writing and learning a Portal story called “Elf Road”, in their Topic it is Lighthouses and Robert Stevenson a Scottish Lighthouse Engineer.  In Maths they are starting Fractions. In RME they will be learning about the Christian ceremony of weddings. We are also continuing with our Monday craft afternoons.

School Photos Reminder
Emily Fisher Photography will come over on Thursday 20th November at 8.45am to take our School photos, group and individual.  We are also offering the chance to have family shoots done that day.  If you would like a family photo taken (or just siblings or individuals with backdrop) please get in touch with the school and we will add you to the list.  There will be a small charge (towards the parent council to help towards the cost of her coming) but it will likely be £10-£15, all images will be included in that price.  We will be in touch once all names are in with time slots for family shoot.

Children in Need Reminder
We will be raising money for Children in Need on Friday 14th November. Pupil Council are leading this fundraising. They would like to invite people to wear PJs to school that day, and will be leading some fun activities. We also plan to make a “change snake” using loose change and then counting the money for Children in Need. Pupil Council will also be selling some Children in Need merchandise (wristbands, pens and badges, all £1) but if you would like to look at anything else online and order anything else yourself then please do. 
Please donate whatever you can to this worthwhile cause – including any loose change for the change snake!

Choir Club 
Well done to the children who came along last week. The choir will be performing at the Shapinsay Kirk at the Christmas Eve event from 4pm. Please can all children who are coming to the choir be at this event (and please let me know if they can’t be asap, as we need to practice for that with the children who are able to be there).

Trips
We will be meeting with the children from Rousay, Eday, North Walls and North Ronaldsay schools on Tuesday 2nd December. All children will go in at 9am and we will walk to the Picky centre. Primary children will be joining with the other primary children on the inflatables, and Nursery children will join with other children in the soft play at Picky. Nursery children will head back to Shapinsay on the 11.30 boat and will be in school for lunch. Primary children will be watching a film in the cinema at the Picky, and will then have packed lunch before heading back on the 2.15 boat. Please complete the reply slip for this trip.
On Friday 5th December at 1pm we have been invited to have a screening of Flow in the Screen Machine which will be in the Gatehouse Square. Primary children will walk there and be back at school for the end of the day. Nursery children are welcome to join us with parents or carers, but would need to be picked up a bit early from Nursery to do this so please speak to Alison if you’d like to bring your children.



PE Kits
Please can children have PE Kits with them at the start of the week and they can go home at the weekend for washing.

Bookbug
Book bug will be next Monday 17th at 10.30am in the Clubrooms, all children 5 years and under welcome.


Library Group
The Library Group are raising money to purchase new books.  During that week we will host a book swap and a bric-a-brac sale.  We would like to ask for any book donations and any unwanted things like clothes and toys by 14th November.  We will also be hosting a homebake sale on Friday 21st November and we’d appreciate any baked goods donations by Thursday 20th.  


Kind regards,


Emma Clements
Headteacher





-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


PICKY TRIP PERMISSION

Name of Child/Children:..........................................................................

I give permission for my child/children to attend the day trip the Picky Centre.

Have any details changed on your child’s medical record?  YES/NO
Have any of your contact details changed?		YES/NO

If YES please specify...................................................................................................................................

Parents signature.........................................................................................................................................
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