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                                                                                                                                 12/10/2023 

Dear Parents and Carers 

We have had a very productive term and we have had some lovely experiences we would like to share with you in a new 
format.  Each term we will evaluate the breadth of experiences our children are having, and we will use the ‘Four 
Context for LearningÕ as a template.  Each class has considered some of the highlights and have shared them as part 
of this termly newsletter along with other news. 

 

Staffing 

We have recently done a recruitment process for a support 
teacher in P1-3 and we are delighted to say we have Colin 
MacKenzie on our staff team until Christmas.   

We welcome our new music teacher, Matthew Mellor, who 
started in August replacing Elaine Bain. 

We are also delighted to say Sarah Rendall is our Lead 
Practitioner in the nursery whilst Kayleigh Harcus is on 
maternity leave.   



Laura Flett, who has been our Early Years Practitioner for many years is leaving.  We wish her good luck and success 
in her new venture (and will hopefully continue to see her doing some supply in Firth). 

Katrina Gray has left her support role and we have been recruiting for support assistants this term, so that should 
be filled soon. 

Jenny Rosie will return to do the PT Management cover for Miss Allnutt after the holidays, returning from her 
maternity leave. 

 

School Development 

At the end of last term our parents fed back that we could 
focus on improving communication this year: 

 We are very glad to say we have Seesaw renewed and up and 
running once more.  The cost of Seesaw has quadrupled this 
year, so we hope to use it successfully and improve our 
communication as a result.  
 Admin will continue to use emails for all core information and 
texts for emergency closures.  

 We have dates for the diary for the year ahead on the school website, and we update these regularly. 
 We will create a termly newsletter showing the breadth of learning and the highlights to give everyone a taster 

of what the school is doing across all the classes. 
 We will have 2 progress meetings in the year with parents and carers.  We have one consultation meeting in 

November and the second is in March. 



 We will add evaluated pieces of work to the Progress and Attainment folder in Seesaw, which will give you the 
level your child is working at and what their next steps are.  This will have a few pieces each term for 
continuous reporting. 

 There will be an end of year progress report with the levels of attainment.  The art, music and PE teachers will 
give comments which are personal to your child as part of that report.  

 We will have assemblies for our whole school community and 
for our parents and carers. 

 We will meet regularly with the Parent Council as a body of 
parents who represent the whole parent forum.  At these 
meetings we share our progress as a school and ask for 
parentÕs opinions when we are making decision about the 
school.  Please come along and hear about what is going on 
and contribute to our school development. 

If you have any thoughts or opinions, please let us know if we are being successful or if we can add something to our 
plan.  

In-Service 

Our school staff are on courses during the in-service days learning about Talk for Writing and 
Inclusive Practice.  These are opportunities for professional learning which will directly impact on 
the childrenÕs experiences and improve our learning and teaching provision. 

 

 



  



  



 

 
 

  



Dates for the Diary 
Have a look at the website, all the dates are being kept up to date for the year ahead: 
 

2023 2024 
AUGUST 
21st August – In-Service Day 
22nd August – Children Back at School 
SEPTEMBER 
14th, 15th and 18th of September – P6 Outdoor Education Days 
26th – 28th September – UNISON Strike Days 
28th September – Parent Council Meeting AGM 7pm 
OCTOBER 
9th October – Scottish Parliament Outreach Visitor for P6/7 
10th October – Holidays Begin for Children 
12th and 13th October – In-Service Days 
NOVEMBER 
3rd November – Parent Council Halloween Disco P1-7 at 6:30pm 
14th and 15th November – Parent Consultations 
17th November – Children in Need Day 
20th November – Parent Council Meeting 7pm 
DECEMBER 
1st December – Advent Calendar Activities Begin 
1st December – School Lights Switched On! 
1st December – Community Christmas Tree Lighting Parade 
December – Christmas Dinner tbc 
20th December – Christmas Carol Service 
22nd December – Christmas Parties and Last Day 
 

JANUARY 
8th January – Back to School 
18th January – Parent Council Meeting 
25th January – Burns Supper (school dinner) 
FEBRUARY 
15th February – School Disco tbc 
19th & 20th February – In-Service Days 
MARCH 
7th March – World Book Day 
18th March – Parent Council Meeting 
26th & 27th March – Progress Meetings with Parents and Carers 
APRIL 
1st April – Easter Monday 
26th April – P4/5 Bikeability 
MAY 
23rd May – Parent Council Meeting 
JUNE 
3rd June – In-Service Day 
10th June – End of Year Progress Reports 
20th June – Sports Day 
25th & 26th June – Transition Day tbc 
JULY 
3rd July – Leavers Service at 10am 
 

 
Kind Regards 
 
Emma Jane Rendall 


