
‘Fossil’ – Listening Activity 
 

 
1. How many times do you hear the main theme played by 

the xylophone?  
 
 
 
 

2. Why do you think Saint-Saens chose the xylophone to 
represent fossils?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What other instruments can you hear being played in 
this piece?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BONUS QUESTION  
 

1. What nursery rhyme melody can you hear being played 
by the piano at approx. 15:51? (Clue = it’s about 
something you might see at night.) 

 

Name: 


