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Rationale
Within Woodlands Nursery Class we strive to ensure the well-being of our children and their families is at the centre of our practice. How Good Is Our Early Learning and Childcare (HMIE, 2017) recognises that for childcare settings to be effective they must be based on solid relationships that are built upon mutual respect, honest and trust. Parents entrust us with the care of their child from a young age and it is vital that all of our practice takes into account the individual needs of both our children and their families and builds on this. HGIOS (HMIE, 2017) also recognises that practice is effective when it takes into account local needs and circumstances which directly impact on the day to day lives of our children and families. Having carefully considered the needs of our families it is our shared belief that our current practice must be based upon a nurturing approach that has health and well-being as key focus and ensure equity for all. 
First we had to consider what nurture looks like within the nursery class both in terms of the physical environment, they key experiences we want to provide for our children and how we provide this in the most natural way. In order to replicate the children’s own experiences it was important to develop a home environment that would encourage them to participate in everyday events and routines which are crucial to early childhood development. We have therefore created a ‘living room’ to ensure that our environment supports our softer nurture approach. The ‘Living Room’ supports the children in their transition into nursery as it provides a more natural environment which most of the children are familiar with. For our more vulnerable children it allows them to experience some of the early childhood development opportunities that due to circumstance they have not experienced. This environment is crucial to their development of language, providing an environment that is literacy rich to encourage their vocabulary and communication. Children are given opportunities to play on the floor with toys which are familiar to them and are common characters which they will know. Staff can then model the play with the hope that children will replicate this play both within nursery and with their toys at home. Having comfy sofas where children can chat together or enjoy a story ensures that within the nursery there are areas for the children to retreat to when they want calm and quiet time. 
We have also created creative, sensory, construction, small world and STEM areas. Our outdoor area is organised into small world/role play, sand/water and physical/loose parts. This ensures that well-being, communication, curiosity, enquiry and creativity, which are the key aspects of early learning, as outlined in Building the Ambition (HMIE, 2014) are intrinsic to our practice. 
The Play Strategy for Scotland (2013b) defines play as ‘children’s behaviour which is freely chosen, personally directed and intrinsically motivated. It is performed for no external goal or reward and is a functional and integral part of a healthy development’ (Scottish Government, 2013b, p.14). All learning within the nursery is play based, children are provided with rich and relevant experiences to enhance their play. They are supported to practise skills and explore the world around them, developing their own knowledge and understanding in their own time and way. It is important to note that play does not have a defined outcome; coming to rest with this ambiguity opens up the learning potential for play (Fisher, 2008).  Staff are united in the belief that:
· Play is a necessary element of healthy development for children of all ages. It offers children the opportunity to learn about themselves, others, and the physical environment (Catron & Allen, 2007). 
· Play helps to develop language and communication (Garney, 1990). 
· Play is an excellent vehicle for helping children with their emotional development (Johnson, Christie, & Yawkey, 1999).
· Play helps with children’s mental health, offering opportunities for healing and development (Soles et al, 2009).
· Play addresses all aspects of the curriculum (Fisher, 2008).
Pedagogy
As a Rights Respecting School and Nursery, our pedagogy must ensure that all of our practice is based firmly on respect for our children and their abilities. We must also continually challenge our own thinking about the way in which young children learn as this will underpin our practice and determine the pedagogy we adopt. In Woodlands Nursery, we believe that all children have the right to be an active participant in and make decisions about their learning.  Our pedagogy is based on the following key principles:
· Valuing children and the importance of allowing children to develop in their own time and way
· Children, parents and staff working together as partners in learning and make decisions together
· Sense of belonging and well-being and the security that this provides
· Connecting with children and taking time to play, talk, listen and learn together
· Planning which is flexible, individual and responsive to children interests and strengths 
· Purposeful approach to documentation which focusses on analysis, reflection and future learning 
· Holistic and integrated approach to developing literacy, health and well-being and numeracy and early mathematical awareness
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