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The afternoon session has been carefully structured to meet the needs of the learners, many of whom find the afternoons more challenging. While some children continue to explore the nursery and engage in free play, there are also a range of more structured activities available for children to opt into. Where appropriate and when staffing ratios allow, the children will be able to explore their local environment with visits to the new play park at Marmion, visiting local shops and areas of interest and exploring local wooded areas. At 2.15pm the children will help to tidy the nursery before meeting in small groups for a story before home time. At the end of the nursery session, parents and carers will collect their child directly from their key worker, allowing children to continue to play and interact with the group until it is time for them to go home. 

Curriculum 
Curriculum for Excellence (2004) takes a holistic approach to learning and connects closely with other national policies such as GIRFEC (2008), the Early Years Framework (2009) and the National Improvement Framework (2017). Building the Curriculum 2 (2007) talks about how play is an important part of active learning and within the early level experiences outcomes there are 28 of them that make direct mention of the use of play. Within the nursery class all learning is through play which is child led and child centred. 
The experiences and outcomes of curriculum for excellence are used at all stages of planning for learning within the nursery class. Overarching planning identifies experiences and outcomes to be covered, possible skills development and assessment opportunities. Staff then use this, along with their conversations with children, to inform their daily planning and to ensure that there are opportunities for both child and adult planned learning throughout the nursery. DfES (2005) recognised that excellent settings are those who ensure an equal balance of both child and adult led learning.  It is vital therefore that planning for learning is also both child and adult led.
The design, planning and use of all space indoors and out is also emphasised in Curriculum for Excellence to create a positive environment for children (Scottish Executive, 2007, p. 18).  Therefore it is essential that careful thought and consideration is given to how the nursery is designed including the layout of furniture, creation of learning areas and the provision of resources. The nursery has been set up and designed into the following areas to facilitate and support learner’s development and play:
1. STEM including Maths and Construction (Room 2)
2. House Corner/Roleplay (Room 1)
3. Kitchen for snack and food preparation (Room 1)
4. Language & Literacy (Room 1)
5. Creative (Room 2)
6. Living Room & Small World (Literacy Rich) (Room 2)
7. Sand (Room 2) & Water (Room 1)
8. Physical/Loose Parts Play (Outdoors)
9. Small World/Role Play (Outdoors)
10. Mud Kitchen/Water Play (Outdoors)
Resources within the nursery are selected by both the adults to ensure that children can play independently and by the children to ensure that their interests and experiences are taking into account. Not all of the resources can be out at the one time therefore staff carefully consider resources as part of the planning for learning process taking into account requests and interests of the learners.
Plan – Do – Review
Mind maps are also used on a regular basis within the group chat books to record planning for the children’s daily learning. This allows children to share ideas and prompt ideas for play. This is also a good way to introduce new resources/provision when the areas within the nursery have changed. Where possible children’s name should be noted next to their ideas. A plan for each physical area of nursery (room 1, room 2 and outdoors) is generated by staff using comments from the children in the form of a mind map. Planning for each room takes into account continuous provision, additional challenge linked to context for learning and children’s ideas. Planning is reviewed weekly and planning cycles are linked to changes in children’s interests.
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