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Dear Parents,

Welcome to the new school year, all of the children have settled very well into their new classes and it is great to see them enjoying being back in school .		
Playground
Just a reminder that no parents, unless special arrangements have been put in place, are permitted in the playground in the morning. This keeps disruption to a minimum as all staff are involved in settling children into school. We do however welcome all parents to come into the playground at the end of the school day to collect their child. If you do need to speak to someone in the morning please contact the school office. 

Please note that gates into the playground adjacent to the nursery entrance have been locked to ensure the health and safety of all pupils. 

Uniform
Given the ever increasing cost of living, we have adopted a sensible approach to school uniform. A red or white polo shirt, plain green or red jumper or hoodie and either black or grey bottoms form our uniform, there is also a shirt and tie option for those who prefer that. We have a well stocked uniform shop in our school foyer which I would urge parents to make use of, all items are in good condition and have been laundered. Can I please kindly ask that children do not come to school in sports branded clothing unless on gym days and no White Fox hoodies or Oodies. Finally, please label all clothing as we are already having difficulty in locating lost items.

Parent Information Evening
You are invited to come along with your child to an information session on Thursday 18th of September from 3.15pm – 3.45pm or from 5.30pm – 6.00pm.  This is an opportunity to meet with the Head Teacher and find out about some important developments in school this year. While it is not an opportunity to meet with class teacher, you are able to visit your child’s class and tour the school.
.
Communication
Parents Portal - this system is operating in all schools within NLC.  This system will allow you to update your child's annual data check, report absences, link to allow you to top-up their lunch card and as time goes on there will be more available for you to interact with the school/authority. The Parents Portal app is available from App store and Google Play. If you have not done so already, please go to https://parentsportal.scot/home/ and link your child to your My Gov Scotland account.  We would urge all parents to register for this as it is the way in which we are being asked to share information. If you have any issues, please contact the office for further assistance. 

All nursery parents will be added to the Learning Journals App where information is shared regarding their child’s learning and weekly lunch menu. 

Microsoft Teams will be used for communication regarding what your child is learning in their primary class and ways that you can support them at home. To ensure consistency across the school, all Teams pages will be updated weekly on a Friday with information on what the children have been learning that week.

Birthday Cakes
Can we please kindly ask that you do not send in sweets or cakes when it is your child’s birthday.

PE – Children should come to school ready for PE on their allocated days. However this should be a polo/sweatshirt and leggings or joggers. This is not an opportunity for children to come in their casual clothes and they should not be wearing tracksuits or patterned leggings/crop tops or any football colours. 

Medication                                                   
If your child needs to take medicine in school please contact the office as you are required to complete an administration of medicines form which is retained in school.  To ensure health and safety of all children, please do not put any medicines in your child’s school bag.

Car Park                                                    
To ensure the health and safety of all children could I please remind you that the car park is for staff only and should not be used by parents when dropping off or collecting children from school. Our current staff numbers mean that space in the car park is limited.  In order to ensure the safety of all children and allow access for the school bus, the gates to the car park will be closed at the start and end of the school day.  
Staffing                                                      
The classes for this year are as follows:
Primary 1	Mrs Katie Lennon 
Primary 1/2	Miss Pamela Donald
Primary 2	Miss Jennifer Donaldson
Primary 3	Miss Deborah Park
Primary 3/4	Miss Niamh McGinn and Mrs Mairi Thomson
Primary 4	Mrs Fiona Pollock
Primary 4/5	Mrs Katy Bellamy
Primary 5	Mr Lewis Haxton
Primary 6	Miss Eilidh Murray and Miss Lyndsey Couper 
Primary 6/7	Miss Jennifer Stewart
Primary 7	Mrs Lorraine Maher

Mr Griffin will work with all classes for PE and Mrs MacMillan will be working to support individual pupils and groups. As always, classes may be subject to change during the school year however our priority is to ensure continuity for the children and we strive to keep disruption to a minimum.

Breakfast Club                                          
A breakfast club operates within the school between the hours of 8.15 and 8.50am and children are provided with cereal, toast and fruit juice. Children are supervised by Mrs Tominey and are allowed to access a range of games and activities once they have finished their breakfast. Children are allowed to go outside at 8.50am to line up with their class as all playgrounds are supervised at that time. Please note that in order for children to have time to eat their breakfast they must come no later than 8.40am. Breakfast club is free of charge for all children in receipt of free school meals including all children in primaries one to five otherwise the cost is £1 however the cost reduces to £1.50 for families with two children and £1.80 for families with three children.

School Meals
All pupils in primaries one to five receive free school meals. There is also a top up service which allows children who are entitled to free school meals who bring a packed lunch to school to get milk, fruit, yoghurt or a biscuit. These items can also be purchased by any child with a packed lunch who is not entitled to free school meals. Tuck runs on Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday where children can purchase milk, toast, cheesy toast, fruit or a biscuit.

North Lanarkshire Council’s school menu rotates every three weeks. You can access the menu here and through the General Information section of the Woodlands School Webpage.

Allergies
Can we remind all parents that the school is a nut free zone as some pupils have severe allergies. Please be mindful to check labels so that no snacks or items in lunchboxes contain nuts. This includes chocolate spreads. 

Data Check                                                 
For those already on Parents Portal, you will be issued with the data check forms through the app and for those not linked on the app you will get this in a paper copy. This week, all children will be issued with an envelope containing a range of information including the Data check forms (for those not on the app) and a permission form for any school excursions etc. You will also be sent a Microsoft for link which gives permissions for photos, use of internet etc. Please ensure that all forms, both paper and electronic, are returned to school by Friday 5th of September as these are essential should we need to contact you in an emergency. Should your details change during the school year it is vital that you inform the school immediately as our main form of communication is by phone or text.

Homework
In order to make homework more effective and relevant to current educational practice the teacher will give pupils some areas to practice at home and some possible practical activities that will help them. While no formal written homework will be set – for those parents who still prefer traditional homework there is a wide range of materials available on Teams via the NLC Virtual School. It is not a requirement that homework is uploaded to Teams as the teacher sees the impact of practicing at home in class. For pupils in primaries one to three, some lists of common words and sounds will be sent home to support learning, at this stage we will also continue to send home their reading books for them to read at home. This term children in primaries four to seven will be allowed to take their reading book home for practice however in the past this has led to books not being returned. Children will only be given new reading books when their old one is returned to the teacher. Help in looking after the books would be much appreciated. Ideas for supporting learning at home will be uploaded at the start of each term, information for this term will be posted on Monday 1st of September.

Parent Council
Our Parent Council AGM will take place on Thursday 18th of September at 4.00pm within the school and all are welcome. We currently have a number of vacancies in the parent council and would encourage everyone to think about getting involved. If you are keen to know more about what is going on in the school, keen to help us build a community around our school or a dab hand at fundraising we definitely want to hear from you. All posts are up for re-election this year and we would love to see more people get involved. If you are interested in joining the Parent Council please email us at woodlandsparentcouncil@gmail.com and let us know. Elections will take place at the AGM so please get in touch ASAP.

Macmillan Coffee Afternoon
We will be having a coffee afternoon on Thursday 26th of September during which the children will come along and sing a wee song. We would encourage those who can to come along and enjoy a wee coffee and piece of cake with donations going to Macmillan. Timings for class songs are:

1.15pm	Primary 7			1.55pm	Primary 3
1.25pm 	Primary 6			2.05pm	Primary 2
1.35pm	Primary 5			2.15pm	Primary 1
1.45pm	Primary 4			2.25pm	Nursery
Dates for your Diary (Please note that some dates may be subject to change, you will be alerted to any change via future newsletters or email)      

	Thursday 18th September
	Parent Information Sessions 3.15pm and 5.30pm
Parent Council AGM 4.00pm

	Thursday 25th September
	MacMillan Coffee Afternoon at 1.15pm

	Friday 26th September
	School Closed - Holiday

	Monday 29th September
	School Closed – Holiday

	Thursday 9th October
	Parent  Consultations

	Monday 13th October
	School Closed - Holiday Week

	Monday 20th October	
	School Re-Opens

	Friday 14th November
	Nursery Stay and Play (PM)

	Monday 17th November
	School Closed - In Service Day

	Thursday 20th November
	Primary 1 Stay and Play 1.00 – 2.00pm
Primary 3/4 STEM and Play 2.00 – 3.00pm

	Friday 21st November
	Primary 3 Stay and Play 1.00 – 2.00pm
Primary 7 STEM and Play 2.00 – 3.00pm

	Monday 24th November
	Primary 2 Stay and Play 1.00 – 2.00pm
Primary 6/7 STEM and Play 2.00 – 3.00pm

	Tuesday 25th November
	Primary 1/2 Stay and Play 1.00 – 2.00pm
Primary 6 STEM and Play 2.00 – 3.00pm

	Wednesday 26th November
	Primary 5 STEM and Play 2.00 – 3.00pm

	Thursday 27th November
	Primary 4/5 STEM and Play 1.00 – 2.00pm
Primary 4 STEM and Play 2.00 – 3.00pm

	Saturday 29th November
	Christmas Fayre

	Wednesday 10th December
	Christmas Lunch

	Friday 12th December
	Whole School Nativity

	Monday 15th December
	Primary 7 and Primary 6 Party

	Tuesday 16th December 
	Primary 5 and Primary 4 Party

	Wednesday 17th December
	Primary 1-3 Party

	Thursday 18th December
	Nursery Party

	Thursday 18th December
	School Closes 2.30pm

	Monday 5th January 
	School Re-opens


                   		
As we enter a time of even greater financial challenge for all our families we strive to keep the cost of our school day to a minimum. We also have supports available in the form of our food and clothing bank which can be accessed discreetly via the school blog or by calling to speak to a member of the management team. We strive to respect the privacy of all and any supports will be confidential. 

Full details of school holidays for this session can be found on the NLC website.

As always, if you have any concerns or queries regarding your child’s education, please do not hesitate to contact myself or another member of the management team at any time. I look forward to an exciting year in Woodlands Primary School.

Yours sincerely,
Nicola Ferguson
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