
Whitelees Primary School and Nursery Class 
Parent Council Meeting - Minutes 

11th November 2021 – 7.00pm 
 

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Parent Council – Sarah Bradley, Lindsay Wingate, Debbie Welsford, Aileen Sibbald, Danielle Scott, 
Elaine Stewart, Fiona Kerr, Heather MacKintosh, Kim Bell, Laura Ridley and Nadia Gibson 

WPS & NC- Laura Murdoch, Carol Stewart, Gioia McAuley, Amanda Mollan (Clerk) 

Apologies: Donna Waddell, Linda Neilson 

Minutes agreed by Sarah Bradley, Lindsay Wingate 

Minutes seconded by Heather Mackintosh 

 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
The meeting was held via an online platform and hosted by the current chairperson, Sarah.  The 
meeting was started with a warm welcome to everyone. 
 

HEADTEACHER REPORT 
Laura gave the Headteacher’s report.   

The School Self Evaluation has been taking place over the past couple of weeks.  This has involved 

speaking to pupils, staff and parents.  Senior management have been in all classes enjoying a more 

normal school setting.  There is lots of good practice happening in the school which will be shared 

on the in service day on 15th November and during Development Time.   

We had some lovely, positive, supportive comments on our Parent Evaluation Survey.  We did ask 

for parents to come in and share their views, only 5 parents participated and the consensus overall 

was that parents are happy with what’s happening in the school but would like more parental 

engagement. 

Parents expressed that they would like instructions on how to complete some homework tasks.  

Teaching staff will be asked on the In Service day about arranging for children to make “how to” 

guides. 

Engagement with the Whitelees Winter Workout has been fabulous. We have had 20-25 

households joining over the last couple of weeks with 2/3 people per household.  The first workout 

has been recorded and added to Teams along with extra technique videos for children to access 

whenever they wish. 

Senior management also spoke to children, who shared their opinions on our outdoor area being 

updated and the nature garden being sorted out with the pond reinstated.  They were keen to have 

the new tarmac updated with playground games.  The Playground and Outdoor ambassadors will 

be consulted about this. 



Gioia informed everyone that some work has still to be completed in the nature garden after the 

nursery build.  A path will be built from the top area, water redirected and a grass path up to the 

nature garden. 

Interviews were held recently for School Captains and Ambassadors.  Twenty eight children put 

themselves forward for interview.  Positions were offered to all 28 children with ambassador roles 

tailored to their talents, needs and skill set.  Children were extremely happy with their positions. 

The children have been practising our Whitelees Winter Workout as part of their PE, hopefully 

families are involved too.  The event will take place on Friday 26th November and the last day for 

sponsor forms to be returned is Tuesday 30th November.  

The Countdown to Christmas will be put together including the twelve days of Christmas which will 

be paid for by the Whitelees Winter Workout sponsorship.   

Carol Stewart updated about Emotion Works which was purchased for the school by the Parent 

Council.  We now have access to the online materials and are awaiting the class manuals which we 

are hoping to receive next week.  Children are responding really well to the weekly workshops held 

on Thursday or Friday each week.  Emotion Works is ideal as it uses boardmaker which is used 

throughout the school for visual timetables, labelling etc which the children are familiar with. 

There will be a slot set aside on the upcoming Health and Wellbeing evening to explain to parents 

what Emotions Works is all about. 

We plan to hold a Health and Wellbeing Information evening on 25th November at 6.00pm/6.30pm.  

Gioia McAuley talked about the planned Health and Wellbeing event to help make parents aware of 

all the interventions happening within the school such as nurture, friendship terrace and seasons 

for growth. We provide a huge spectrum of nurture that our children can participate in and we are 

trying to support children in every way we can.  Amy Robertson and Louise MacKenzie will also be 

part of the Health and Wellbeing evening.  We will ask parents for any questions they may have the 

week before in order that we can best answer them. 

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
The Parent Council are supporting the Whitelees Winter Workout fundraiser to support the 

Christmas fun. 

Sarah reported that the children loved Halloween, there was a great atmosphere in the school and 

every child received a Halloween goodie bag.  Even children who were unable to purchase one.  Any 

time the Parent Council sell items in the school they will ensure every child gets something. 

Unfortunately nothing has changed in terms of Covid guidance so we need to reconsider what we 

can do to make Christmas fun and raise funds to help fund the playground and outdoor areas.  The 

Parent Council have contacted companies to see if they can help with the playground and outdoor 

area and funding applications.  Two companies have offered help with applications.   

* Debbie Welsford and Laura Ridley have been trying to source raffle prizes for our Christmas raffle.  

This has proved very difficult this year and they have only managed to secure one raffle prize to 

date.  It was discussed and decided that instead of a raffle this year we would do a prize draw with a 

cash prize of £100 or more depending on the amount raised.  It was suggested that parents may be 

more inclined to enter for a cash prize. 



The Christmas cards arrive on Monday and the Parent Council will come into the school to arrange 

distribution. 

The question of whether we should be included in the Abronhill Community Hub was sent out by 

the Parent Council publicly through Facebook and from the school by email to parents to have their 

say.  It was a unanimous no and this was fed back to North Lanarkshire Council.  No 

acknowledgement of the feedback has been received as yet from North Lanarkshire Council.  

Sarah has been participating on a training course called Place2be.  There are helpful parenting 

resources for children’s mental health which may be useful for GM to use.  There include simplistic 

2/3 minute videos in a cartoon format.  Sarah will send these to GM. 

The Parent Council November newsletter will be sent out to parents which will include pictures of 

the Whitelees Winter Workout, information about Emotion Works and what their money will fund 

for Christmas. 

Finance Report 
First report of the year.  

We started the year with a total of £2887.62 in the bank and with the cost of nursery gifts, the 

cheque for Emotion Works and the income from snoods and the Halloween goodie bags our total is 

now sitting at £1962.58. 

We have had a great uptake on the Christmas cards this year with the amount raised surpassing 

previous years. 

AOB 
Fiona suggested we get involved in collecting for a local food bank.  Fiona will facilitate this and will 

come to the school to collect any donations made and store them in her home until they are 

delivered to the food bank.  LM said she was happy to support this. 

It was asked if the PC could organise a Christmas Jumper drive to tie in with COP 26 and try to 

recycle Christmas jumpers that may otherwise be thrown out.  LM is happy for the PC to facilitate 

this.  Jumpers will be donated, laundered and dried by the PC and then put on rails outside the 

school to allow parent to choose jumpers for their children if they wish.  The hope it that this is 

done by 10th December which is Christmas Jumper Day in the school.  PC to agree dates. 

SSE questions regarding the Parent Council were shared and it was suggested that next time we add 

in the question “do you want to be involved in the PC?”   

It was suggested that LM restart the Headteacher’s tea party and use this to invite a parent chosen 

at random to come along and share their views on the school. 

It is suspected that a lot of people are disappointed that we are unable to repeat our Halloween 

and Christmas events from last year however, we are following all NL guidelines and are still 

restiricted in what we can do. 

The school are still operating with two separate staffrooms with staff still at a 2 metre distance.  As 

this is not the case in the community it is hard for people to understand the restrictions still in place 

in schools. 

All meetings will be held via an online platform at 18:30 on the following dates: 



13th January 2022 

3rd March 2022 

21st April 2022 

26th May 2022 

 

* Update on raffle prizes.   

The PC have now managed to secure raffle prizes and will go ahead with their annual raffle. 


