
  

P4 Autumn Pointillism Paintings 

We have had a busy start to school this year and in 

Primary 4. This newsletter for October to 

December 2021 includes an overview of what the 

children will be learning about with the hope that 

you can discuss their learning with them and have 

experiences together to deepen their knowledge 

and understanding.  

August – October in P4 

Last term the children have enjoyed reading the 

class novel The Iron Man and, using this theme, 

they learned about materials and absorption for 

Science. They learned about the bible story Jonah 

for RME, learning about Christian beliefs. The 

children did a class study of The Iron Man and for 

Maths they have been learning about place value, 

rounding to 10s, counting on in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s. 

The children have recently begun learning to 

subtract 10s from up to 4-digit numbers. For 

Health and Wellbeing, the children learned about 

staying safe near roads. 

Literacy 

To begin with the children were learning how to 

develop their skills by completing tasks for each of 

the 6 reading strategies through reading The Iron 

Man by Ted Hughes. They have all now moved on to 

have group novels where they will deepen their 

understanding and increase their reading stamina. 

It would be helpful for every child to read each 

night and aloud a few times per week to improve 

their fluency. 

The children have written recounts from their own 

experiences and more recently narrative stories 

that they made up. Before the year end the 

children will learn how to write clear instructions 

then they will revisit the narrative genre to add 

more detail to their stories.  

The children should continue to read their class 

novels every Monday night to develop their reading 

skills and bring them back on Tuesday please. 

Numeracy 

We began the session revising prior learning from 

Primary 3 and went on to learn about place value, 

rounding and counting on. 

The children are now learning how to subtract from 

up to 4d numbers. They have been reading 3- and 4-

digit numbers.  

Next, they will move on to learning about estimation 

and rounding, multiplication, measurement – length 

and shape. 

RME 

The class began by learning about Jonah and other 

bible stories to develop their knowledge of 

Christian beliefs.  

The children have just begun learning about Islam 

and ‘The Mosque’. After that they will learn about 

developing their own beliefs - independent of 

religion (with the COP summit and environmental 

focus), St. Andrew’s Day and Christian Christmas 

traditions. 

Science 

We have been learning about the skeleton and some 

of the vital organs. The children are involved in 

choosing what they would like to learn about and 

have lots of questions about the body. 

In November the children will focus on topical 

science relating to the COP summit in Glasgow. I 

would encourage family discussions around the 

summit news that will be featured in the media.  

This will be helpful to give the children a deeper 

understanding of how science affects our lives. 

Social Subjects 

During the month of November, the children will 

have opportunities to create a class enterprise. 

They will learn about different jobs involved in 

running a business. If you would like to share the 

skills and qualities that are necessary for your job 

please message me and we can arrange a class video 

call. Developing the Young Workforce encourages 

the children to learn about the world of work from 

lots of different jobs to prepare them for careers. 



 

World Mental Health Day 

Health and Wellbeing – Safety 

The children were learning about how to stay safe;  

they discussed how to stay safe near roads. 

The children developed their skills through fitness 

training and playing tennis. This month the children 

have been taking part in weekly handball lessons and 

they will now have outdoor PE lessons on Fridays. 

The school planned World Mental Health Day 

before the October break when the children had 

lots of opportunities to talk about their emotional 

and mental health. They did a fabulous job joining in 

the activities and are very aware of how activities 

like mindfulness can improve how they feel. 

 

Homework Routine 

 Look in General channel each week in Teams 

for tasks 

 Complete maths, spelling and reading tasks 

and upload to assignments 

 Read nightly for 10-15 minutes. Read class 

book on the Monday and personal choice 

from home other nights 

 If you need a paper copy then please let me 

know 

 Homework to be handed in by Sunday each 

week 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 

 Friday 29th October-Halloween Class Party 

Dress up in costume or dress down in 

comfortable clothing 

 Monday 15th November School In-service 

 Friday 10th December Christmas Jumper 

Day 

 Wednesday 15th December Christmas Party 

 Wednesday 22nd December Christmas 

Service and Sparkle Day (2.30pm close) 

PE 

Indoor - Mondays 

Outdoor Fridays - suitable outdoor waterproof 

clothing required 

A note from Mrs Garey 

It was very helpful for me to get a chance to speak with 

most of you individually at Parent’s Night to discuss your 

child’s progress. As I said, I am very happy with the way 

all of the children have settled into Primary 4 and it’s 

really great getting to know them and their learning 

styles.  

I hope that the homework schedule issued is useful and 

convenient for your family. (Comments welcome) 

Please contact me anytime you have a question or concern 

about your child and their learning or wellbeing at school. 

At Whitelees the staff are dedicated to supporting the 

children in their learning journey the best we can. 

If you have any comments or suggestions about our 

newsletter then please message me. 

Stephanie Garey             Class Teacher 


