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Welcome to our first Newsletter of the 2020/2021 session. We hope you find it
informative and helpful. You can keep up to date with everything going on within the
school on our website www.whitelees.n-lanarkshire.sch.uk. Here you will find all
correspondence which has been issued, our school calendar, information about our
Parent Council, PE and much more! Keep informed on Twitter where you can keep up to
date with what’s happening in your child’s class.

Our new Parent Council for the 2020-2021 session is as follows:

Chairperson
Vice Chairperson
Secretary
Treasurer

Sarah Bradley
Lindsay Wingate
Donna Waddell
Debbie Welsford

Members

Fiona Kerr
Kim Bell
Heather Mackintosh
Leigh Weatherston
Kirsty Clark
Linda Neilson
Aileen Sibbald
Danielle Scott
Laura Ridley

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome all our members of the Parent Council both old and
new and look forward to working in partnership with them over the course of the next school year.
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank all former members of the Parent Council for all
their hard work over the last year, especially toward the end of the school year. Your input has been
invaluable. Your team spirit and desire to support the work of the school is an example to all Parent
Councils especially during such difficult and unprecedented times.

Whitelees Primary School, Whitelees Road, Abronhill, CUMBERNAULD
G67 3NJ
Tel: 01236 794814

The application process for our Head Boy, Head Girl and School Ambassadors was launched on 2nd
October. We look forward to reading the applications from our primary 7 boys and girls! Good luck
primary 7! We will, of course, announce the successful candidates in due course.
As you will know, due to the current pandemic we were unable to
hold our usual Parent Teacher Meetings in October. Interim reports
were sent out prior to October week to ensure you were kept
informed of your child’s progress. We hope you were pleased with
your child’s report.

If you haven’t had a chance to complete our parent evaluation survey yet you can find the link on the
email sent to you on Monday 19th October or alternatively you can scan the QR code below to access our
survey. Your feedback is important to us and helps us to understand what we’re doing well and what we
can improve on.

As our Parent Council are unable to host their annual Halloween
Disco but don’t want our children to miss out on the Halloween
fun they have organised an interactive Whitelees Witches Walk.
You can find more information about this event on their
Facebook page “Whitelees PS Parent Council”. Tickets are
already on sale and we look forward to seeing all your spooky
pictures!

We will be having a dress down day on Friday 30th October where children can come to
school dressed down in a Halloween T-shirt/jumper or a costume. This is entirely optional
so if children do not wish to dress down or wear a costume, they don’t have to. Please be
mindful that we have young children so costumes should be age appropriate and we ask
that children don’t wear any scary masks or bring any props. Children will also be unable to go home to
change or change in school as we don’t have any changing facilities so all participants must come dressed
in their Halloween outfit in the morning, so please ensure any costumes are comfortable. We hope this
goes some way to ensuring our children enjoy the usual Whitelees opportunities, albeit in a slightly
different way.
The children will be taking part in Halloween activities in class and will be provided with a snack and a
juice during the day. We hope they will enjoy some Halloween fun!

.

We are delighted to announce that we continue to be an award winning school in many ways!
We have been awarded the Digital Schools Award in recognition of the school’s excellence in integrating
digital technology into learning and teaching. What a fantastic achievement during this time of
heightened digital learning!
We were chosen from many schools and placed first in the Young Writers creative writing competition for
the best selection of entries in their 2018/2019 academic year competition. We received a fantastic prize
of £250 which will be spent on reading resources for the school. Well done to all our children who
submitted their stories!
These are particularly special given the current situation and we must thank pupils, parents and staff alike
for their contribution to achieving these awards during such challenging times!

Look out for your child’s Latest and Best jotter coming home on Friday 13th November. We
hope you enjoy looking at their work. Please complete the feedback form and return the
jotter to school on Monday 16th November.

Please scan the QR code below to a questionnaire for parents/carers to gauge demand for future access
to Gaelic Medium Education for children right across North Lanarkshire. The closing date is Oct 30th.
Your co-operation is appreciated.

A reminder that the cost of school lunches increases to £3.00 from Monday 26th
October. The new lunch menu is available on our website
www.whitelees.n-lanark.sch.uk under “Parents” and “School Lunch menu”.

A gentle reminder that we have a child who has a severe nut allergy so we would ask
that you refrain from sending your child to school with any nut products. Your
co-operation and understanding on this matter is be greatly appreciated.

The Parent Council have received all the Christmas Card orders and are steadily
working through them sending payment links out to parents. Please be assured your
payment link will be sent in due course. Thank you for your patience

A gentle reminder to be mindful of the local community when dropping your
children off at school. We have received a complaint from a resident who has
been unable to move her car from the car park in the mornings as she’s blocked
in by parents. Your co-operation on this matter is greatly appreciated.
Also can we could remind parents to continue to wait at the end of the path at the Lilac gate and not
bring your children to the gate in the morning to prevent lots of people congregating in small areas?
Please try to drop your child at school as close to their start time as possible to help prevent congestion.
We would advise wearing a face covering if you find yourself in close contact with others whilst dropping
off and picking up your children. All of these measure will help keep our parents, pupils and staff safe.
Again many thanks for your co-operation on this matter.

22nd - Head boy/Girl interviews
26th - P7 Bikeability
30th - Halloween Dress Down Day
31st - Whitelees Witches Walk

2nd - P7 Bikeability
12th Parent Council Meeting
13th - Latest and Best Jotters sent home to parents
13th - Flu Immunisation
13th - Children In Need - Information to follow
16th - In Service Day

18th - Latest and Best Jotters to be returned

11th - Christmas Jumper Day
11th - Christmas Lunch
14th - P1 and P1/2 Christmas Party (proposed)
15th - P2/3 and P3 Christmas Party (proposed)
16th - P4 and P4/5 Christmas Party (proposed)
17th - P5 and P6 Christmas Party (proposed)
18th - P6/7 and P7 Christmas Party (proposed)
22nd - Christmas Sparkle Day
22nd - School closes 2.30pm
23rd December - 5th January - Christmas Break (inclusive)

