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Rationale
After school clubs play a vital role in supporting the holistic development of children and young people in Scotland, directly complementing the aims and values of the Curriculum for Excellence (CfE). As a national framework designed to ensure that learners become Successful Learners, Confident Individuals, Responsible Citizens, and Effective Contributors, the CfE emphasizes not only academic attainment but also personal development, creativity, and active participation in society. After school clubs offer a unique, informal context in which these capacities can be nurtured.

Supporting the Four Capacities of CfE
· Successful Learners: Clubs focused on academic support, such as homework clubs, science clubs, or reading groups, reinforce classroom learning in a less formal environment. These clubs can help learners engage more deeply with subject matter and develop independent study habits.
· Confident Individuals: Participation in arts, sports, and performance-based clubs helps young people build self-esteem, develop resilience, and express themselves creatively and confidently in a safe, supportive space.
· Responsible Citizens: Clubs that engage with the community, sustainability, and social justice themes allow learners to explore global citizenship, environmental awareness, and ethical responsibility—key priorities within the CfE.
· Effective Contributors: Team-based clubs, such as debating societies, enterprise groups, or sports teams, develop skills in communication, leadership, collaboration, and problem-solving, which are all essential for meaningful participation in society and the workforce.

Enhancing Equity and Inclusion
After school clubs can play a significant role in reducing barriers to participation and achievement, especially for learners in the key poverty indicator brackets. By providing access to enriching experiences that may not be available at home, these clubs help level the playing field and support the CfE’s commitment to equity and excellence.

Encouraging Interdisciplinary Learning and Skills Development
The CfE promotes interdisciplinary learning through contexts that allow young people to make connections across different areas of the curriculum. Many after school clubs are naturally interdisciplinary—e.g., eco clubs combine science, geography, citizenship, and literacy—providing meaningful, real-world applications of classroom learning.

Promoting Health and Wellbeing
Health and wellbeing is a central component of CfE, and after school activities support this through physical activity, mental health support, and the development of positive relationships. Sports, mindfulness sessions, or creative arts clubs contribute significantly to young people’s emotional and physical wellbeing.




Building Relationships and Positive School Ethos
After school clubs foster strong relationships between learners and staff outside of the formal classroom setting. These relationships contribute to a positive school ethos and culture, where young people feel valued, supported, and connected to their learning community.

In Tannochside Primary School, the Principal Teacher with responsibility for school clubs for session 25-26 is Miss Ford (Acting Principal Teacher). She will liaise with Ali Gardner (NLC Active Schools) to organise after school clubs, taster sessions and events/competitions throughout the year. 

Tannochside Primary School Clubs / Committees
Examples of our school clubs / committees this year include:
· Eco
· Rights Respecting
· Reading Schools
· House Captains/Vice-Captains
· After School sports clubs – dance, multi-sports, basketball, tag rugby etc.
· Gardening Club (parent and child)
· Nourish and Flourish (parent and child)
· Relax Kids (parent and child)
· Play Leaders

Conclusion
In alignment with the Curriculum for Excellence, after school clubs are not simply extracurricular—they are co-curricular. They enrich learning, promote equity, and contribute to the development of well-rounded individuals prepared for life beyond school. Continued investment in and recognition of the value of these clubs is essential in realising the full ambitions of the CfE for every learner in Scotland.
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