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Rationale
The transition from Primary 7 to secondary school represents a major milestone in a child’s educational journey. For many children, it brings a mix of excitement and apprehension as they prepare to navigate new environments, teaching styles, peer groups, and academic expectations. A well-planned and supportive liaison process between primary and secondary schools is crucial in ensuring a smooth, positive transition that promotes continuity in learning and wellbeing. 

Tannochside Primary Pupils to Secondary School
Currently most of our Primary 7 pupils at Tannochside Primary School transfer to Uddingston Grammar School, which is a secondary school in South Lanarkshire Council. Some pupils sometimes transfer to Bellshill Academy or Cardinal Newman High School.

A Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) emphasises the importance of smooth progression through the levels, particularly between Second Level (typically completed by the end of P7) and  Third Level (commonly begun in S1). 
Transition liaison activities such as information gathering, collaborative learning experiences and transition visits ensure that:

· Teachers in secondary are aware of pupils’ prior achievements, learning needs, and interests.
· Learning is not repeated unnecessarily, and challenge is appropriately maintained.
· Pupils continue to build on the knowledge, skills, and experiences developed during primary school.

This supports the entitlement of every learner to a coherent curriculum that offers depth and challenge at all stages.

Supporting Emotional Wellbeing and Confidence

The CfE places strong emphasis on health and wellbeing as the responsibility of all. Transition activities with our associated secondary schools — such as school visits, buddy systems, joint projects with secondary pupils, joint activities with associated primary schools and identifying pupils/families who require enhance transition—help children:

· Become familiar with their new environment.
· Form early relationships with staff and peers.
· Develop resilience and confidence in managing change.

This supports children in becoming Confident Individuals who feel secure, valued, and prepared for the next stage of their learning journey.



Building Responsibility and Independence

Effective transition work encourages pupils to reflect on their learning, set personal goals, and take increasing responsibility for their own progress. By involving P7 pupils in transition planning and goal setting, such as ‘Jet 2 Uddy’ we can:

· Empower children as Responsible Citizens who take an active role in their development.
· Help them understand their learning journey and how it connects to future aspirations.

Fostering Partnerships and Collaboration

Liaison between Tannochside Primary and associated secondary schools also strengthens professional collaboration. Primary and secondary staff can share:

· Assessment information and best practices.
· Strategies for supporting learners with additional needs.
· Pastoral information
· Approaches to learning
· Class creation ideas

In Tannochside Primary School, the Principal Teacher with pastoral responsibility for Primary 6 and 7 liaises with associated secondary schools. For session 25-26 Miss Ford is the Acting Principal Teacher who will liaise with associated secondary schools.

Each associated secondary school has their appointed transition staff and information is communicated regularly. 

As our main associated secondary school, Uddingston Grammar, organises at least 4 PSL meetings at UGS per academic year, where all associated primary staff have an opportunity to share ideas, liaise with UGS staff and organise transition activities and events. There are also several transition visits from UGS staff to TPS from S1 PT, Support for Learning staff and English department staff.

These professional links enhance the coherence and quality of education across the transition phase, aligning with CfE’s emphasis on partnership working and shared responsibility.

Conclusion

Primary to secondary liaison is not simply a logistical step but a pedagogical and pastoral priority. When executed thoughtfully and collaboratively, it promotes a seamless learning experience that nurtures confident, successful learners ready to embrace the challenges and opportunities of secondary education. In doing so, it upholds the principles, purposes, and values of Scotland’s Curriculum for Excellence.
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