S4 MODERN STUDIES
Want to understand how decisions are made, why governments act the way they do and how world events affect your life? Modern Studies is the subject for you.

At Taylor High School, learners will progress through the appropriate National 4 or National 5 Modern Studies course, developing the knowledge and skills needed to become informed, active citizens in today's rapidly changing world.

Learning is interactive, engaging and relevant. Through debates, discussions, teamwork, research, presentations and digital learning, pupils will investigate real-life political and social issues that shape Scotland, the UK and the wider world. Modern Studies encourages learners to challenge ideas, analyse evidence and develop informed opinions on some of the most important issues facing society today.

WORLD POWER: USA
Why is the USA one of the most influential countries in the world?
In this unit, learners will explore the role of the United States and examine its impact on politics, economics and global affairs.
Topics include:
· The US political system and how power is organised
· The influence of the USA on world events
· Military, economic and political power
· Social and economic inequalities within American society
· Government responses to tackling inequality and poverty
This unit helps learners understand the opportunities and challenges faced by one of the world's most powerful nations.

DEMOCRACY IN SCOTLAND
How are decisions made in Scotland, and how can citizens influence them?
Learners will investigate Scotland's democratic system and explore how people can make their voices heard in political decision-making.
Topics include:
· Power and decision-making in Scotland
· Citizen participation and engagement
· Influence of pressure groups, campaigns and the media
· Political representation
· Voting systems and elections
By studying Scottish democracy, learners gain a deeper understanding of their rights, responsibilities and opportunities to shape the future.







ASSESSMENT

National 4
Learners will complete unit assessments throughout the course and an Added Value Unit, where they conduct independent research and present their findings on a Modern Studies issue of their choice.

National 5
Learners will complete ongoing assessments and undertake a National 5 Assignment, worth 20% of the final course award.

Learners will also sit the final SQA examination, which assesses:
· Knowledge and understanding of course content
· Analysis of political and social issues
· Evaluation of evidence and sources
· Research and investigative skills

SKILLS DEVELOPED
Modern Studies equips learners with valuable skills that are highly sought after by colleges, universities and employers.
You will develop:
· Critical thinking and problem-solving skills
· Research and investigative skills
· Source analysis and evaluation
· Communication and presentation skills
· Confidence in discussing current affairs
· The ability to construct and justify arguments
· Decision-making and citizenship skills
These are transferable skills that support success across a wide range of subjects and careers.

CAREERS AND FURTHER STUDY
Modern Studies opens doors to a wide variety of exciting career pathways, including:
Law • Politics • Journalism • Police • Teaching • Social Work • Local Government • Media • Public Services • International Relations • Civil Service • Social Sciences

Whether you are interested in current affairs, helping people, influencing change or understanding the world around you, Modern Studies provides an excellent foundation for your future.

Modern Studies isn't just about learning how society works. It's about understanding your place in it and discovering how you can make a difference.

