S3 MODERN STUDIES
Ever wondered why people commit crimes? Why some crimes make national headlines while others don't? Or how the police, courts and prisons work to keep society safe?

Modern Studies helps you understand the world around you by investigating real issues that affect people's lives every day. Through debates, discussions, investigations, case studies and current affairs, you'll develop the skills to think critically, analyse evidence and form your own opinions.

At Taylor High School, S3 learners begin their Modern Studies journey by exploring some of the most important issues facing Scotland and the wider world. Learning is interactive, relevant and designed to help you become an informed and active citizen.

CRIME AND THE LAW IN SCOTLAND
Why does crime happen? How should criminals be punished? Does prison really work?
In this exciting unit, learners will investigate one of the most debated issues in society today.

Topics include:
The Nature of Crime
Explore different types of crime and examine how crime affects Scotland today.
· Patterns and trends in crime
· Crime statistics and official reports
· What research tells us about crime in Scotland
Why Do People Commit Crime?
Investigate the different explanations for criminal behaviour.
· Social causes of crime
· Economic causes of crime
· Biological explanations of crime
The Impact of Crime
Discover how crime affects more than just the offender.
· Effects on victims
· Effects on offenders
· Effects on families
· Effects on communities
· Wider impacts on society
Scotland's Criminal Justice System
Follow a case through the justice system and learn how decisions are made.
· The role of the police
· Criminal courts in Scotland
· The Children's Hearings System
· Sentencing and powers of the courts
· How effective the justice system is in tackling crime
Tackling Crime
Examine how Scotland responds to crime and whether these approaches work.
· Government strategies to reduce crime
· The role of Police Scotland
· Prisons and rehabilitation
· Alternatives to prison
· Evaluating the effectiveness of different approaches
You'll debate real-life cases, investigate controversial issues and decide for yourself how crime should be dealt with in modern Scotland.

SKILLS YOU WILL DEVELOP
Modern Studies develops skills that will help you in school, further education and future careers:
· Critical thinking
· Research and investigation
· Analysing evidence
· Evaluating different viewpoints
· Communication and presentation skills
· Teamwork and collaboration
· Debate and discussion
· Problem-solving and decision-making

WHERE CAN MODERN STUDIES TAKE YOU?
Modern Studies is an excellent foundation for a wide range of careers, including:
Law • Police • Politics • Journalism • Teaching • Social Work • Local Government • Civil Service • Public Services • Media • International Relations

Why Choose Modern Studies?
If you're interested in crime, politics, current affairs, social issues and understanding how society really works, then Modern Studies is the subject for you. Every lesson helps you make sense of the world and gives you the knowledge and skills to make your voice heard. 🌍⚖️🏛️🗳️

