
Parent Partnership Evening
Preparing for Session 2025-26

Session Two Thursday 16th January 2025



Welcome & 

Introduction

Mr McWatt

 



School Prayer

God Our Father 

Guide us through each day 

Give us the strength to do Your will 

Help us to work together 

To serve our school, our home and our parish 

Give us the Gift of Faith to live our school motto 

‘Que tout soit pour Dieu’ 

We ask this through Christ Our Lord 

Amen 





Overview of 

Pathways

Mrs Johnston

 



Senior Phase Options S4/5 Learners

• Welcome and thank you for joining us this evening.
• Aim of this evening

• Overview of the various options available
• Develop a clear understanding of the options process
• Support you in guiding your child through the decision making 

process
• Opportunity to ask questions and meet our dedicated teaching 

staff



How do I support my child?
• What are your interests and passions?

o Understanding what subjects your child enjoys can help them stay 
motivated and engaged in their studies.

• What are your strengths and weaknesses?

o Identifying areas where your child excels or struggles can help in choosing 
subjects that play to their strengths or provide opportunities for 
improvement.

• What are your future career aspirations?

o Discussing potential career paths can help in selecting subjects that align 
with their long-term goals.



• How do you prefer to learn?

o Some subjects may require different learning styles, such as hands-on 
activities, reading, or problem-solving. Knowing your child's preferred 
learning style can help in choosing the right subjects.

• What are the prerequisites for advanced courses or university programs?

o Ensuring that your child meets the requirements for future courses or 
programs can help in planning their academic path.

• How do you manage your time and workload?

o Balancing different subjects and extracurricular activities is crucial. 
Discussing time management can help in making realistic choices.

• What feedback have you received from teachers/prelim results ?

o Teachers and reports can provide valuable insights into your child's 
abilities and potential in various subjects.



Curriculum for Excellence

The Curriculum is planned across 
2 phases (Broad General 
Education and Senior Phase).

Learning is planned and assessed 
across 5 levels.



PATHWAYS PLANNING
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• Process which supports learners every 
February/March to make appropriate subject options

• The choice process allows learners to specialise in 
areas of the curriculum in which they have an interest 
or require for their intended career

• Pathways Blog

• Pathway Information Booklet

Considering Pathways

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/nl/taylorhighschoolpathways/




S5/6 Specialisation 

and Pathways 

Mr G McQuaid

Depute Head Teacher 



The S5/6 Curriculum

32 Period Week

5 subjects x 6 periods 

2 periods RE 

 



S5/6 Curriculum Choices

All Fifth Year students will study English and 4 other subjects

*Mathematics is optional

All students will study RE 

All Sixth Year students will have the opportunity to take on 
Leadership Opportunities or Vocational courses in one column 
as well as build on their academic experiences in S6.

  
     

     



S5/6  Option Form    January 2025

• Subjects available on Consortium Arrangements
• Planning Meeting still to take place



Foundation Apprenticeships (S5 & S6)

What are Foundation Apprenticeships?

• Foundation Apprenticeships (FAs) give young people the combination of a 

qualification and valuable workplace experience in some of Scotland’s most 

exciting growth industries. Most are now completed over one year in two 

columns.



Foundation Apprenticeships
What are the benefits of FAs?

• S5 and S6 pupils can gain a qualification recognised by industry and employers – set at 
SCQF level 6 (the same level as a higher) or SCQF level 5 (the same level as National 5)

• Colleges and Universities recognise FAs for entry alongside Highers and other 
qualifications

• FAs help with progression to a Modern or Graduate Apprenticeship

• FAs support the development of career management and employability skills as part of 
the wider development of skills for learning, life and work

• FAs connect learners with employers and the wider world of work

• FAs help learners develop understanding of the responsibilities and duties required by 
employers

• FAs support a flexible approach to work placements with better links to career 
aspirations as described in the ‘Work Placement Standard’



Foundation Apprenticeships 25-26

• Social Services Child & Young People
• Social Services & HealthCare
• Creative Digital Media
• IT: Software Development
• Civil Engineering 

https://www.nclanarkshire.ac.uk/find-a-course/ways-
to-learn/schools-partnership-programmes/

https://www.nclanarkshire.ac.uk/find-a-course/ways-to-learn/schools-partnership-programmes/
https://www.nclanarkshire.ac.uk/find-a-course/ways-to-learn/schools-partnership-programmes/


S6 / Consortium Arrangements

• Higher Grade - A small number of subjects may be available for S6 
students only 

e.g. Personal Development – Non-examinable 
       Religious, Moral & Philosophical Studies (RMPS)* 
*Pre-requisite: Higher Grade English

• As part of our local consortium offering, we are allocated a number of 
places for Higher Psychology.* This course is taught online.

• Some advanced Higher Courses may be offered online also depending on 
availability and uptake.

• *Pre-requisite: Higher Grade English



Higher National Certificate
(HNC)

New College Lanarkshire
Coatbridge Campus

https://www.nclanarkshire.ac.uk/find-a-course/ways-to-learn/schools-
partnership-programmes/

https://www.nclanarkshire.ac.uk/find-a-course/ways-to-learn/schools-partnership-programmes/
https://www.nclanarkshire.ac.uk/find-a-course/ways-to-learn/schools-partnership-programmes/


HNC – 1 Year course 
across two columns 

(D&E)

This is an exciting opportunity for individuals to 
undertake the first year of a degree while still at 

school. An HNC not only provides a solid 
foundation for your future degree but also equips 

you with practical skills sought after by 
employers in today's dynamic job market.

Upon successfully attaining and HNC, individuals 
have a guaranteed place on a Higher National 

Degree (HND)  course at SCQF Level 8 at New 
College Lanarkshire (NCL), which is the 

equivalent to the second year of a degree 



HNC Courses

• Cyber Security

• Social Services 

• CAD (Computer Aided Draughting & Design)

• Social Sciences

• Business

• Construction Management

All HNCs will have a mixture of Face to face and online 
learning as well as all day Friday at campus 



New College Lanarkshire Courses

Other courses being offered by NCL from SCQF Level 4-6:

• Engineering

• Business Skills

• Intro to Scots Law

• Dental Nursing

• Music Technology

• Cyber Security

• Hospitality

• Beauty

• Hairdressing

• Make Up Artistry

• Construction

• Automotive

• Early Learning & Childcare



S6 Leadership Opportunities

Caritas Award
STEM leaders
House Captains / Prefects
Peer Tutoring
Buddying with S1
Mental Health Ambassadors (MHA)

St Andrew's Hospice Ambassadors

Faculty & Departmental Ambassadors

Mentors in Violence Prevention (MVP)

S6 will sign up to one or more activities during their June Induction



Q&A Session (questions 
submitted using online form)

I would like advice on how to help my child gain an apprenticeship as they are leaving 
after 5th year. 
Is it possible to replace Religious Education with another subject? Or is RE mandatory?
When do the kids start their new subjects and what is the latest point to swap 

subjects, should the kids change their mind?
Is there scope to undertake three sciences or other combinations?
Will my child still get the help required in each subject?
If grades are achieved this year, are there any other initiatives that the pupils can get 
involved in to make up a full timetable rather than doing another full timetable of 
Highers again? 
If doing Advanced Highers are pupils given a study column? 
What best options available for pupil wants to go in medicine . Currently studying 3 
sciences with health & food tech and arts
what happens if there is low demand for a particular subject would it just not go ahead 
as a Higher Class? For example - if only 5 people choose Higher would this be decided 
on a subject to subject basis?



Your 
feedback 
matters



SDS SUPPORT

School Careers Adviser -  
Pauline Mc Bride

pauline.mcbride@sds.co.uk



PAULINE MCBRIDE

CAREERS ADVISER







Next Steps 

Complete WOW work on Teams

Pupil Options Assembly

Pathways Blog

Learner Advice / Support from PTPS / Careers Advisor / PTLS

Complete Pathways Survey / Options Forms on Class Teams

Quality Assurance Process

 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/nl/taylorhighschoolpathways/
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