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Introduction 
The Taylor High School motto “May all things be for God” 
encourages our young people to use their talents to the best of their 
abilities.  

Indeed, the commitment to our Vision and Commitments are at the 
heart of all we wish to achieve: 

Faith and Learning though CARE 

Compassion 

Ambition 

Respect 

Encouragement 

S2 Specialisation and Choices 

Our parents and carers bulletin will share information with you around young people's specialisation 
and choices which will take place during February. 

The aim of this booklet is to support you and young people to  

• make informed choices 
• Update you on Qualifications  
• Inform you of the process that will support young people make choices on the subjects that they 

choose. 

 

Broad General Education 

• In S3 pupils will continue with their Broad General Education, this must include the sciences, 
languages and literacy, mathematics and numeracy, social sciences, expressive arts, health and 
wellbeing, religious and moral education and technologies 

• All these elements must be part of every learner’s broad general education from early years up to 
the end of S3, although there will be opportunities for some specialisation within areas to reflect 
the learner’s progress and interest  

 

Support in school 

Young people in school will be given a series of lessons to help them focus on their skills and qualities 
and the type of careers that these can be used in. Young people will discuss options and careers with 
their PSHE teachers and PT Pupil Support. 



4 | P a g e  
 

In addition to this there will be assemblies held to help them fully understand the process. 

In class teacher will be discussing subjects and courses in S3 to show young people what the 
curriculum will look like for them should they choose this subject. 

Skills Development Scotland (careers) work in our school and will be meeting young people in small 
groups to discuss options. Appointments can also be made on a one-to-one basis if required. 

Timeline: 
Week 1 –  PSHE lessons will begin to introduce options to young people 

Week 2- Specialisation and choice evening will outline the process to parents and carers. Option booklets will 
be distributed. Information on pathways blog shared 

PSHE lessons continue to focus on Options 

Week 3 – Additional lessons in ITC to support learners to access the My World of Work website 

Assembly held by Skills Development Scotland (SDS) 

Small group meetings held with SDS to support options 

Parents Evening to discuss options and progress with staff 

Week 4 – Pupil Support staff will interview learner individually to confirm options choices. 

 

Things to consider 

Answering these questions will help when you are making your decision. You can use 
them to put together a shortlist of subjects. 
 
Do you like English because you get to talk and analyse texts? Do you enjoy woodwork because you 
are creative and like to make models? Working out how you like to learn can help you choose your 
subjects. 
 
Where could they take you? 
Do you know what you want to do when you leave school? Picking the right subjects could help you 
get there or keep options open if you haven't yet decided. 
 
What subjects do you enjoy? 
You're more likely to get better marks in subjects you find interesting. Think about what you really 
enjoy studying. 
 
What subjects are you good at? 
What do you get the best marks in? There may be some subjects you have never studied before but 
would do well in. Use your My World of Work account and try the Strengths Quiz for ideas. 
 
What do others think you are good at? 
Talk to your parents/carers, friends, family, teachers, and careers advisor. What do they think would 
suit you and why? Ask for their opinions. 
 

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/tools-and-quizzes/my-strengths/
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Am I choosing the correct subjects for me? 
The last thing you should do is pick subjects because your friend are. You may not be in the same 
classes and more importantly, it may not suit your chosen career pathway. Do what is right for you. 
 

Other supports 

• Taylor High School pathways blog 
• S2 Assemblies 
• Ongoing support from PT Pupil Support 
• Individual interviews 
• SDS Advisor meeting 
• My world of work website  

 

It is also important to discuss options with: 

• Class and subject teachers 
• Parents and carers 
• Older pupils 

 

Should you require further support or have specific questions please do not hesitate to contact the 
Pupils Support teacher in the first instance. 

The “My World of Work” website is useful to support young people where they can access a range of 
tools such as the “All About Me” tool, “Strengths” tool and “Options Choices” tool. 

We also have a pathways blog which will give you an overview of the options process and the subjects 
on offer.  

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/  

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/nl/taylorhighschoolpathways/what-are-pathways/ 

  

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/nl/taylorhighschoolpathways/what-are-pathways/


6 | P a g e  
 

Why study Art and Design? 
 
Do you feel like you are sometimes bursting with ideas, think you are a good problem solver or maybe you 
have a keen eye for detail? You will most likely have the mind of a designer, artists or both! Studying Art 
and Design could be for you. 
Within S3 we study an exciting range of Design and Art Expressive activities. 
 

Course Details 
DESIGN: PRACTICAL AND CRITICAL ACTIVITIES 

Want to become a designer? Learn the skills here. The design units develop your ability to develop personal 

creative design ideas and solutions. Just like a real designer would do.  

You will develop and communicate imaginative design solutions following a design brief and produce a folio 

based on one of the following themes: 

  

• Graphic Design 

• Product Design 

• Fashion/Textile Design/ Mask Design 

You will also be able to understand the factors influencing designers and design practice by studying designers 

that related to your theme.  

  

2. EXPRESSIVE: PRACTICAL WITH CRITICAL ACTIVITIES 

Develop your skills as an artist. You will develop a range of 2 and 3D skills and techniques and express your 

personal ideas and feelings by drawing, painting, printmaking and sculpture. You will produce a folio based 

on one of the following themes: 

 

• Still Life 

• Portraiture 

• The Built Environment 

• Landscape 

  

You will also be able to understand the factors influencing artist as you will study artist related to your practical 

theme. 

 
 

Assessment 
 

Pathway Routes: 

CAREERS IN ART & DESIGN 
Careers are endless for this subject but include Architect, Graphic Designer, Car Designer, Textile and Fashion 
Designer, Interior/Furniture/ Textile Designer, Product Designer, Photographer, Web Designer, Advertising, 
Animator, Set Designer, Lighting Designer, Make-up Artist, Film producer, Art and Design Teacher or Lecturer. 
Art and Design is everywhere. Every job wants people who have a creative mind, can think for themselves and 
are good problem solvers. As Art and Design specialises in developing these skills, you could be set for anything 
in life you put your mind.   
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Why study Biology? 
 

At the beginning of 3rd year you will study some level 4 Curriculum for Excellence outcomes before moving 

onto National 4 & 5. This will enhance your knowledge of how the body works and how all animals, plants 

and other living things depend on each other. 

 

Course Details 
Learners will study the following 3 units starting in S3. 
 

Assessment 
Ongoing assessment will allow pupils to develop their knowledge and practical skills to achieve their final 
qualification in S4. Pupils will also complete a National 5 Assignment or National 4 Added Value Unit as 
part of their course specifications. 
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Pathway Routes: Careers in Biology – the list is endless 
 

 

 

Why study Business? 

Over the course of S3 students will study different aspects of Business. 

Course Details 
 
Business In Action: 

In this Unit, students will carry out activities that will give them an appreciation of how and why businesses 

develop and operate in today’s society. 

Students will discover how businesses are organised exploring the functional activities, such as marketing, 

finance, operations and human resources, and applying this knowledge to support business planning and 

decision-making. 

Students will develop skills and knowledge and understanding relating to the role of business and enterprise 

within society and of the actions taken by business to meet customers’ needs. 

Influences On Business: 

In this Unit, students will carry out activities that will give them an appreciation of the impact that a range 

of influences have on business decision making in straightforward contexts. These will be internal e.g. new 

production methods and external e.g. competitors. 

Students will investigate the role and influence of stakeholders on businesses and will acquire skills and 

knowledge and understanding relating to the financial, economic, competitive and social environment in 

which businesses have to operate. This will provide students with a growing understanding of how 

businesses survive and succeed. 

Assessment 
 

Pathway Routes: 

Business Studies can lead into a wide range of careers such as marketing, HR, finance and law 
eg 



9 | P a g e  
 

• Business adviser 

• Business analyst 

• Business development manager 

• Chartered management accountant 

• Civil Service Fast Streamer 

• Corporate investment banker 

• Data analyst 

• Data scientist 

• Forensic accountant 

• Insurance underwriter 

• Management consultant 

• Operational researcher 

• Project manager 

• Risk manager 

• Stockbroker 

• Supply chain manager 

 
 

Why study Chemistry? 
Chemistry is about discovery, creativity, problem solving and communication.  Imagine a world without 
Chemistry; no medicine to fight disease, no make up or hair products, no computers or mobile phone, no 
Sherlock Holmes! 
 

Course Details 
In S3 you will study Chemistry at level 4 progressing onto National 4/National 5. These courses will 

develop the scientific understanding of chemistry issues and aims to develop learners’ interest and 

enthusiasm for chemistry using a variety of approaches, with an emphasis on practical activities. 

The three units that you will cover are 

 Chemical Changes and Structures, Nature’s Chemistry and Chemistry and Society 

Assessment 
Ongoing assessment will allow pupils to develop their knowledge and practical skills to achieve their final 
qualification in S4. Pupils will also complete a National 5 Assignment or National 4 Added Value Unit as 
part of their course specifications. 

Pathway Routes: The list of job opportunities is wide and varied. 
 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/business-adviser
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/business-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/business-development-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/chartered-management-accountant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/civil-service-fast-streamer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/corporate-investment-banker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/data-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/data-scientist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/forensic-accountant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/insurance-underwriter
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/management-consultant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/operational-researcher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/project-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/risk-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/stockbroker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/supply-chain-manager
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Why study Computing? 
 
Computing science is vital to everyday life — socially, technologically and economically; it shapes the 

world in which we live and its future. Computing is embedded in the world around us, from systems and 

devices in our homes and places of work, to how we access education, entertainment, transportation and 

communication. Understanding computational processes and thinking is also vital to many other fields, 

including science, economics, business and industry. While many learners will want to become computing 

professionals, all will benefit from the development of these foundational skills and the underpinning 

knowledge necessary to meet the needs of society today and for the future. 

Course Details 
1 Software Design and Development  

Students will develop skills in problem solving and modelling through practical tasks using appropriate 
programming environments in a range of contemporary contexts, such as computer games development, 
e.g. Scratch programming. 
 
These tasks will involve simple features and straightforward contexts.  
 
Students will also explore the impact of new and innovative technologies on the 
environment and society.  
 
2 Information System Design and Development 

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of information system hardware, security, web-

based information systems and multimedia through a range of practical and investigative tasks.  

These tasks will involve simple features and straightforward contexts e.g. Web site authoring and database 
design. 
 
 

Assessment 
 

Pathway Routes: 
Here are some of the occupations that you could consider: 

• AI developer. 

• Cyber security analyst. 

• Cyber security consultant. 

• Digital Forensics Investigator. 

• Graduate data engineer. 

• Graduate IT analyst. 

• Graduate software developer. 

• IT consultant. 
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Why study English? 
 
Language is at the heart of learning, the ability to communicate what you know as well as your thoughts and 
ideas is essential if you are to be a successful learner.  It is also essential that you can learn by listening to 
others and reading in order to deepen your knowledge and understanding 

Course Details 
Skills for Learning, Skills for Life & Skills for Work 

During your Third year you will have lots of opportunities to spend time enjoying and exploring texts which 

will enrich your learning, and develop your language skills. The English classroom will offer you many 

opportunities to further develop your language skills in the core areas of Writing, Reading and Talking and 

Listening.  You will also experience many opportunities to enhance your knowledge about language.   

The course is designed to allow you to undertake a wide variety of tasks and explore a wide variety of 

texts.  We will use the Experiences and Outcomes at the Fourth Level as our foundation. Your classroom 

environment will be one which is rich in language and where you and your teacher will have high 

expectations for literacy and the use of language.   

As well as traditional tasks such as writing stories, reports etc; comprehension tasks and preparing 

individual presentations you will also be involved in research projects, collaborative presentations and 

tasks which encourage you to become a critical thinker.   All tasks have an emphasis on active learning and 

therefore you will be involved in activities such as note making rather than note taking.   

 

Assessment 
Assessment is ongoing.  You will continue to take part in self and peer assessment and target setting 

exercises.  Your teacher will regularly discuss your strengths and development needs with you which will 

allow you to develop your targets together.    

Towards the end of S3 you will undertake the Literacy and Value Added Units at Access 3 or National 4 in 
preparation for your transition into S4 

Pathway Routes: 
It goes without saying that developing your skills of communication is not only important for those of you 

who might wish to become writers or journalists or work in the film directors.  It is crucial for you whatever 

you choose to do after you leave school.  This is why this is a subject which you MUST do in S3. YOUR task 

is quite simple: use the opportunity offered by the Literacy & English course to develop your personality by 

exploring your own experiences and those of others.  
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Why study Geography? 
 
Geography pupils at Taylor High school will begin S3 focusing on the Level 4 Experiences and Outcomes of 
a Curriculum for Excellence. They will then progress through units at either National 3, 4 or 5 level, 
completing their course in S4. A variety of teaching methodologies will be used by classroom teachers and 
will include independent and group work as well as cooperative learning activities and research.  Learners 
will use a range of sources and experiences including maps and fieldwork to study various aspects of 
Geography.  

Course Details 
Learners will study three units of work beginning in S3 

• Physical Environments:  Learners will investigate a variety of physical environments including the 
weather, landscapes and land use.  

• Human Environments: Learners will investigate various human aspects including birth and death 
rates, cities and farming. 

• Global Issues: Learners will use a range of sources to investigate two major global issues. For 
example, Climate change, Environmental Hazards, Tourism or Health 

 

Assessment 
Ongoing assessment will allow pupils to develop their knowledge and skills in order to prepare for National 
standards and achieve their final qualification in S4. Pupils will also complete a National 5 Assignment or 
National 4 Added Value Unit in S4 as part of their course specifications. 

Pathway Routes: 
Teaching 
Town and country planning 
Geology 
Meteorology 
Travel and tourism/leisure and  
Recreation 
Geographical information    
Systems 
Cartography conservation  
Transport management 
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Why study Graphic Communication? 

The ability to communicate is a vital part of everyday life. Often the written or spoken word is inadequate, 
and drawings, sketches and illustrations are required for clear efficient communication. This is particularly 
evident in Business and Industry.   
 
Typical learners who may choose to do this course 
Learners with an interest in developing their ability to produce visually appealing and informative work 
 

Course Details 
In this course, 2D and 3D graphic skills are developed using a wide range of manual drawing skills as well 

as Computer Aided Drawing (CAD) and Computer Aided Graphics (CAG) techniques. These are used across 

areas such as desktop publishing, engineering and technically based production and presentation 

drawings, advertising and marketing. 

Assessment 
 

Pathway Routes: 
 
Successful completion of this course may lead to: National 4 or National 5 qualifications in Graphic 
Communication, progressing to Higher and Further Education (NC/VQ): Training (VQ): Employment in  -  
Architecture, Engineering, Graphic Design, Marketing, Teaching and Lecturing, Advertising, 
Photography, Packaging, Information and Communication Technology, Interior Design, Furniture Design, 
Shopfitting and Display Creation and many other areas. 
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Why study Health and Food Technology? 
 
Learners taking this course will acquire a range of knowledge and skills which will be of considerable value 

to them throughout life. This course is for learners who have an interest in health, food, lifestyle and 

consumers issues. If you enjoy a mix of both theory and practical activities, you will enjoy this. 

 

Course Details 
Food for Health 
This will develop knowledge of health, nutrition, dietary needs and advice as well as lifestyle choices and 
their impact on health. Pupils will learn through a mix of both theory and practical. 
 
Food Product Development 
This will allow learners to participate in developing a new food product whilst reflecting on solutions to meet 

specified needs 

Contemporary Food Issues 

This will encourage learners to participate in activities allowing them to develop an awareness of current 

factors affecting food, lifestyle and wider consumer choices. Pupils will learn through a mix of both theory 

and practical. 

Assessment 
Pupils are assessed throughout the course of the year through various assessment methods including 
teacher, self and peer assessment.  
Pupils will also have the opportunity to gain a nutrition certificate at SCQF level 5. 

Pathway Routes: 
CfE Level 3 and 4 – Progress to National 4 & 5 

National 5 – Progress to Higher 

Nursing, Childcare, Dietetics, Sports nutrition, Nutritionist, Nutrition consultant/educator/lecturer, Food 

product development/management, Food product testing and evaluation, Food/beverage manager, Hotel 

management, Chef, Primary teaching, Home Economics teaching. 
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Why study History?    
 
History pupils at Taylor High School will begin S3 focusing on the Level four Experiences and Outcomes of a 
Curriculum for Excellence. They will then progress through units at either National 3, 4 or 5 level, completing 
their course in S4.  A variety of teaching methodologies will be used by classroom teachers and will include 
independent and group work as well as cooperative learning activities, source work and research. 

Course Details 
Learners will study three units of work beginning in S3 

British History: Learners will investigate how Britain has changed between 1760 and 1900, studying issues 

such as health, housing, democracy, industry and transport. 

Scottish History:  Learners will investigate the importance and lasting relevance of the First World War, 

1914 – 1918. 

European History:  Learners will investigate the problems in post WWI Germany which led to the rise of the 
Nazis and the consequences for German people 

Assessment 
Ongoing assessment will allow pupils to develop their knowledge and skills in order to prepare for National 
standards and achieve their final qualification in S4. Pupils will also complete a National 5 Assignment or 
National 4 Added Value Unit in S4 as part of their course specifications. 
 

Pathway Routes: 

What can you do with history? 

Law 
Archaeology 
Teaching 
Geneology 
Journalism 
Tourism 
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Why study Practical Cookery? 
The main aim of the S3 practical cookery course is to build on cookery skills learned in S1 & S2. The course 

will concentrate on Fourth Level Experiences & Outcomes of BGE with progression towards National 3, 4 or 5 

in S4. This course is suitable for those interested in cooking & enjoy being creative with food. Let’s not forget 

that Scotland’s Food and Drinks Industry is one of the biggest employers & brings in an annual turnover of 

£14.9bn.  

 
 

Course Details 
 

Learners will develop cookery skills and food preparation techniques to enable them to produce a variety of 

dishes to a professional standard. You will learn the importance of completing all tasks hygienically and 

safely. 

Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of ingredients and their uses. They will learn the 

importance of sustainability, the responsible sourcing of ingredients and the impact of their choice on 

health and wellbeing.  

Learners will develop planning, organisational and time management skills to produce dishes and meals for 

different occasions. They will evaluate and look at ways they can improve their cooking. 

 
 

Assessment 
Pupils are assessed throughout the course of the year through various assessment methods including teacher, 
self and peer assessment.  
Pupils will also have the opportunity to gain a REHIS Elementary food hygiene certificate at SCQF level 5. 
 

Pathway Routes: 
CfE Level 3 and Level 4  
Course Level National 4 – Progress to National 5 
National 5 Cake Craft.  
 
Chef, Baker, Caterer, Hotel Management, Event Planning, Food Operations, Front of House, Travel manager, 

Hospitality and Tourism Industry  
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Why study Physics? 
Physics is the study of nature at its most fundamental level; the discovery and application of the laws 

which govern space and time, force and motion, matter and energy. It is the study of systems ranging in 

size from the smallest elementary particles to the entire universe. Almost all modern technology is based 

on the principles of optics, electronics or nuclear physics.  

 
 

Course Details 
In Third year you will study level 4 CfE outcomes before progressing to National 4 and 5. These courses 

aim to provide opportunities for learners to develop skills, knowledge and an understanding of Physics 

principles. The skills you will learn in Physics are useful in many contexts; they are called transferable skills. 

They include, for example, a practical approach to problem solving, the ability to reason clearly and 

effective communication skills.   

The units which will be covered are:   

  

Assessment 
Ongoing assessment will allow pupils to develop their knowledge and practical skills to achieve their final 
qualification in S4. Pupils will also complete a National 5 Assignment or National 4 Added Value Unit as part 
of their course specifications. 

Pathway Routes: 
There are a staggering number of exciting careers where Physics qualifications are necessary and/or 

desirable.  

The list includes 
 

➢ Waves and Radiation 

➢ Dynamics and Space 

➢ Electricity and Properties of Matter 

 

            Aeronautical Engineer 

            Airline Pilot 

            Astronomer 

            Auto Electrician 

            Automotive Engineer 

            Biotechnologist 

            Broadcasting Engineer 

            Chemical Engineer 

            Civil Engineer 

            Dental Technician 

            Dentist 

            Doctor 

 

 

Electrical Engineer 

Electrician 

Geophysicist 

Helicopter Pilot 

Laboratory Technician 

Lighting Technician 

Marine Engineer 

Medical Physicist 

Nuclear Engineer 

Optometrist 

Pharmacist 

Web Developer 
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Why study Practical Skills? 
 
The Construction, Engineering and Manufacturing Industries need skilled tradespersons to build and 

maintain a wide range of everyday products, living environments and working environments. 

Where will the next generation of engineering workers, carpenters and builders come from?  

You could fill the trade gap! 

 

Course Details 
What will you learn on this course? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Typical learners who may choose to do this course 
Learners with an interest in craft work, practical woodworking or metalworking and those wanting to 
progress to further levels of study or a related career. 
 

Assessment 
 

Pathway Routes: 
 
Successful completion of this course may lead to: National 4 or National 5 qualifications in Practical 
Woodworking or Practical Metalworking, progressing to Further Education (NC/VQ): Training (VQ): 
Employment in - Modern Apprenticeship Schemes in Construction and Engineering.    
 
 

 

Read and understand 
drawings and diagrams 

 

Develop skills in 
woodworking and 

metalworking techniques 
Learn to work safely with 

others 

What will you learn on 
this course? 

Skills in measuring and 
marking out in 

woodworking and 
metalworking Cut, shape, form and 

finish wood and metals to 
a given standard 

Develop safe working 
practices in workshop 

environments 
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Studying Religious Education  

 

As a Catholic school, we are deeply committed to learning about our own and other faiths as well as giving 
pupils the opportunity to investigate and consider a range of viewpoints on key moral and philosophical 
issues. All pupils at Taylor High are timetabled for two periods of core Religious Education from S1 through 
to S6, in line the Scottish Bishops’ Conference guidelines. 
 

Course Details  

 

During their two periods of core RE, S3 and S4 pupils will work towards gaining a National 3 or National 4 
qualification in Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies. This course has three units: 
 

• World Religion (Prayer) 

• Morality (Capital Punishment) 

• Religious and Philosophical Questions (Life After Death) 
 
The National 4 course also involves an Added Value Unit.  
 
In addition to this, pupils will study Called to Love, the Scottish Catholic Education Service’s Relationship and 
Moral Education course and participate in a range of liturgical services and Lenten fundraising activities. 
Their learning will be supplemented by input connected to key points in the Church’s Liturgical Year.  
 

Assessment 
 
Assessment in S3 and S4 will take the form of three written assessments at level 4 (National 4), covering the 
outcomes of the three SQA units: World Religions, Morality, and Religious and Philosophical Questions.  
 
In addition to this, National 4 candidates will complete an Added Value Unit (AVU). This involves pupils 
selecting and researching a religious, moral or philosophical issue of their choice, identifying at least two 
relevant sources which look at different religious and non-religious views on this issue, and producing an 
extended written piece which analyses these views. 
 

Pathway Routes: 
 
Having successfully gained National 4 Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies by the end of S4, pupils in 
S5 and S6 will have the opportunity to work towards gaining the SQA Religious Beliefs and Values award at 
level 5 (S5) and level 6 (S6).  
 
S6 pupils will also have the opportunity to study Higher Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies and opt 
into the prestigious Caritas Award. This Award involves 20 hours of volunteering in school and 20 hours 
within a faith community, finishing with pupils reflecting on the impact this has had on their faith 
development.  
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Why study Physical Education – Elective PE? 
 
This is a broad – based P.E. course which aims to prepare pupils for certificated P.E. courses such as 

National 4 and National 5 P.E. The course is suitable for learners who have a keen interest in sport and an 

enthusiasm for developing their performance skills in a range of activities. 

The main purpose of this course is to develop, demonstrate and improve practical performance and pupils 

will work independently and collaboratively in team games to develop their thinking and ability to work 

with others. 

 

Course Details 
The course consists of three units:  

Performance Factors Impacting on Performance  

Performance  

 

In this unit pupils will focus upon developing their performance level 

in a range of activities. They will be assessed in two activities and 

require to demonstrate they can:  

• Perform a range of skills with control & fluency 

• Perform with good spatial awareness 

• Make appropriate decisions about performance 

• Carry out basic tactics within a game 
  

Factors Impacting on Performance 

 

The general aim of this unit is to develop the pupil’s knowledge of 

the factors which can affect performance. Pupils will develop their 

knowledge of methods to improve performance by:  

• Studying positive and negative factors which affect their 
performance in one activity 

• Observing and collecting data on their performance e.g. by 
using video 

• Planning and carrying out a training programme  

• Monitoring their success by keeping a folio of their training 

• Evaluate their performance after training 
 

Assessment 
Assessment is ongoing throughout the year. 
 

Pathway Routes: 
Athlete, Health trainer, Lifeguard, Outdoor activities instructor, PE teacher, Performance sports scientist, 
Personal trainer, Physiotherapist, Play therapist, Primary school teacher, Sport and exercise psychologist, 
Sports agent, Sports coach, Sports commentator, Sports development officer, Sports physiotherapist, Sports 
professional. 

https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/athlete
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/medical/job-profile/health-trainer
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/emergency/job-profile/lifeguard
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/outdoor-activities-instructor
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/education/job-profile/pe-teacher
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/sports-scientist
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/leisure/job-profile/personal-trainer
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/training/job-profile/physiotherapist
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/childcare/job-profile/play-therapist
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/childcare/job-profile/primary-school-teacher
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/wellbeing/job-profile/sport-and-exercise-psychologist
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sales-marketing/job-profile/sports-agent
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/sports-coach
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/sports-commentator
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/training/job-profile/sports-development-officer
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/training/job-profile/sports-physiotherapist
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/sports-professional
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/sports-professional
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Why study Physical Education – Expressive PE? 
The Expressive PE course is suitable for pupils who have a keen interest in dance and have an 

enthusiasm for developing their performance in a range of dance styles, trampolining, 

acrobatics, gymnastics, hockey and netball. The course progresses to National 4/5 PE in Fourth 

Year. 

 

Course Details  

Performance 
In Third year, pupils will be given the opportunity to experience different styles of dance such as 

street dance / hip-hop / jazz / contemporary dance. The emphasis will be upon developing their 

technique so they can perform with accuracy, control and body awareness. Pupils will be assessed on 

their ability to perform in two different dance styles in a routine choreographed by the teacher. 

Pupils will develop and apply critical thinking skills and will learn to appreciate dance technique and 

evaluate their own work and that of others. Opportunities will be provided for pupils to perform 

individually and within groups.  

Pupils will also focus upon developing their performance level in trampolining, gymnastics, netball and 

hockey. They will be assessed in two activities and require to demonstrate they can:  

• Perform a range of skills with control & fluency 

• Perform with good spatial awareness 

• Make appropriate decisions about performance 
Carry out basic tactics within a game 

Choreography 

The general aim of this unit is to provide pupils with the skills and knowledge required to 

plan and create a piece of choreography. They will develop and apply knowledge and 

understanding of choreographic devices and structures, and use self-expression and problem 

solving to create a dance from a chosen theme. Opportunities will be provided for individual 

and group choreography.  
 

Assessment 
Assessment is ongoing throughout the year. 
 

Pathway Routes: 
Athlete, Dancer, Gymnast, Health trainer, Lifeguard, Outdoor activities instructor, PE teacher, Performance 
sports scientist, Personal trainer, Physiotherapist, Play therapist, Primary school teacher, Sport and exercise 
psychologist, Sports agent, Sports coach, Sports commentator, Sports development officer, Sports 
physiotherapist, Sports professional. 
 

  

https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/athlete
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/medical/job-profile/health-trainer
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/emergency/job-profile/lifeguard
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/outdoor-activities-instructor
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/education/job-profile/pe-teacher
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/sports-scientist
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/sports-scientist
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/leisure/job-profile/personal-trainer
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/training/job-profile/physiotherapist
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/childcare/job-profile/play-therapist
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/childcare/job-profile/primary-school-teacher
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/wellbeing/job-profile/sport-and-exercise-psychologist
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/wellbeing/job-profile/sport-and-exercise-psychologist
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sales-marketing/job-profile/sports-agent
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/sports-coach
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/sports-commentator
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/training/job-profile/sports-development-officer
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/training/job-profile/sports-physiotherapist
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/training/job-profile/sports-physiotherapist
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors/sports/job-profile/sports-professional
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Why study Music? 

Our S3 course prepares our young people for their National 5 qualification in S4. Music allows learners to 
develop knowledge and skills enabling them to grow in their journey. Learners are taught through three main 
components: Listening (critical thinking / communication), Composing (creativity / growth mindset) and 
Performing (teamwork / social awareness / self-management & efficiency). A wide variety of genres are 
covered from Blues and Rap to Baroque, and these are taught through the three components. Learners will 
continue to develop their solo performance skills on their 2 chosen instruments from S2. They will engage in 
lessons exploring a variety of musical styles to experience and develop their understanding of a breadth of 
musical concepts. This will include music literacy where learners will build on their theory of music skills. 
Learners have significant opportunities for personalisation and choice and the ultimate goal is to facilitate the 
personal development of Music in order that this enjoyment continues beyond the school walls and stays with 
them for life. 

❖ All woodwind and brass learners are strongly encouraged to play in the wind band to develop their 
literacy skills, aural awareness, general musicianship skills and most importantly their confidence. 

❖ All singers are strongly encouraged to be part of our school choir to develop their vocal warm up 
techniques, harmony skills, aural awareness, general musicianship skills and most importantly their 
confidence. 

Playing a Musical Instrument: 

• increases the capacity of your memory. 

• refines your time management and organizational skills. 

• boosts your team skills. 

• teaches you perseverance. 

• enhances your coordination. 

• improves your reading and comprehension skills. 

• increases your responsibility. 

• sharpens your concentration. 

• fosters your self-expression and can relieve stress. 

• creates a sense of achievement. 

• promotes your social skills. 

• boosts your listening skills. 

• teaches you discipline. 

• elevates your performance skills. 

• promotes well-being in your life. 
 
 

Course Details 
 
 A wide variety of genres are covered from Blues and Rap to Baroque, and these are taught through the three 
components. Learners will continue to develop their solo performance skills on their 2 chosen instruments 
from S2. They will engage in lessons exploring a variety of musical styles to experience and develop their 
understanding of a breadth of musical concepts. This will include music literacy where learners will build on 
their theory of music skills. Learners have significant opportunities for personalisation and choice and the 
ultimate goal is to facilitate the personal development of Music in order that this enjoyment continues beyond 
the school walls and stays with them for life.  

❖ All woodwind and brass learners are strongly encouraged to play in the wind band to develop their literacy 
skills, aural awareness, general musicianship skills and most importantly their confidence.  
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❖ All singers are strongly encouraged to be part of our school choir to develop their vocal warm up 
techniques, harmony skills, aural awareness, general musicianship skills and most importantly their 
confidence.  

Assessment 
 

Pathway Routes: 
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Why study Music Technology? 
Our S3 course prepares our young people for their National 5 qualification in S4. Learners will develop the 
skills and knowledge to capture and manipulate audio through a variety of projects such as Film Foley, 
Audiobook, Radio Broadcast, Multi Track and Sound Design for a video game or audiobook, using Mixcraft, 
Audacity, Microphones, MIDI keyboards and audio interfaces. Understanding Music will be focused on Music 
of the 20th and 21st Century. Learners have opportunities for personalisation and choice and the ultimate goal 
is to facilitate the personal development of Music Technology in order that this enjoyment continues beyond 
the school walls and stays with them for life. 
 
 

Course Details 
 
Learners have opportunities for personalisation and choice and the ultimate goal is to facilitate the personal 
development of Music Technology in order that this enjoyment continues beyond the school walls and stays 
with them for life. 
 

Assessment 
 

Pathway Routes: 
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Why study Modern Studies? 
Modern Studies pupils at Taylor High school will begin S3 focusing on the Level 4 Experiences and Outcomes 
of a Curriculum for Excellence. They will then progress through units at either National 3, 4 or 5 level, 
completing their course in S4. A variety of teaching methodologies will be used by classroom teachers and 
will include independent and group work as well as cooperative learning activities and research. Learners will 
use a range of sources and experiences to investigate aspects of contemporary society and develop their skills. 
 

Course Details 
Learners will study three units of work beginning in S3 

• Social Issues: Learners will investigate crime and the law in the UK and the impact it has on society 

• Democracy in Scotland and the UK: Learners will investigate the features of the Scotland’s political 
systems, institutions and the role of citizens in the political process 

• International Issues: Learners will use a wide range of sources to investigate the United States of 
America, studying the people, politics and a range of social and economic issues 

 
 

Assessment 
Ongoing assessment will allow pupils to develop their knowledge and skills in order to prepare for National 
standards and achieve their final qualification in S4. Pupils will also complete a National 5 Assignment or 
National 4 Added Value Unit in S4 as part of their course specifications. 
 

Progression 
Law 
Teaching 
Politics 
Local Government 
Journalism 
Tourism 
Social Work 
Media 
 

 

  



29 | P a g e  
 

 

Why study Modern Languages? 
Learning a 2nd language allows you to communicate with others whilst abroad, learn about other cultures 

and can even help you to improve your English.  Having a 2nd language opens the doors to many exciting 

career opportunities as it is a skill that many employers highly desire. 

This class is aimed at learners who are looking to study Spanish in S4. 

 

Course Details 
 
Topics covered will include society, culture, employability and learning. The skills and experiences of 

Listening, Talking, Reading and Writing will match the principles of CfE and will bring in aspects of National 4 

work.  

Enjoyable and interesting tasks such as short talks in the language, reading for leisure, and creative written 

work will be further developed. 

Each pupil will be expected to deliver a solo presentation in the foreign language during work at Levels 3 

and 4.  This will be linked to the topic being studied, or to some aspect of the country where the language is 

spoken. 

Pupils will be supported throughout their Learning Experiences with the view of enabling them to be secure 

in their Outcomes.  

Homework and study will be an integral part of all Spanish and French courses. 

Assessment 
Assessment will be ongoing and sometimes formal at the end of each topic.  Students will learn from each 

other through activities such as collaborative learning, use of ICT, teacher led activities and peer evaluations. 

 

 
 

Pathway Routes: 

Tourism 
Finance 
Technology and more 
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Why study Mathematics? 
Mathematics is at its most powerful when the knowledge and understanding that have been developed are 

used to solve problems.  Problem solving will be at the heart of all our learning and teaching.  We will 

regularly encourage our young people to explore different options: ‘what would happen if...?’ is the 

fundamental question for teachers and learners to ask as mathematical thinking develops. 

 

Course Details 
As part of the Broad General Education, all pupils will experience aspects of: 

Numeracy 
Expressive and formulae 
Finance 
Statistics 
Geometry 
Measure 
Problem Solving 
Applications 
 

Assessment 
 
Pupils are assessed continuously throughout the course using various assessment methods including teacher, 
self and peer assessment.  Assessment is for learning methodologies are used on a daily basis including clear 
learning intentions, success criteria and next steps.   Starters are used regularly to enable learners to self 
assess. 

Pathway Routes: 

In S3, pupils are given an indication of their pathway into the Senior Phase based on their performance 

throughout the Broad General Education.   

This pathway is indicated in S3 tracking and discussed with pupils during learner conversations.   

Our aim is that all young people will achieve a National Qualification suited to their ability by the end of S4 

with a clear pathway to continue Maths in S5/6 if they wish. 

The courses in S4 are: 

National 3 Mathematics 
National 4 Mathematics 
National 5 Mathematics 
National 5 Applications of Mathematics 
 

 


