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Introduction 

The Taylor High School motto “May all things be for God” encourages our young people to use their talents to 
the best of their abilities. 

As part of your child’s pathway planning, your child will be starting to explore various subject pathways that will 
shape their future academic and career choices. Understanding these options is essential, as it allows you to 
guide and support your child in making informed decisions about their studies. In order to support preparations 
for option choices in the senior phase, this booklet provides information on the pathways for each subject 
area.   

As learners progress throughout their final years in the Senior Phase, they are required to detail the five 
subjects that they wish to take forward into S5/6. Specialisation is developed from pupil free choice. All pupils 
are given the opportunity to detail the five option subjects they would like to undertake, and we will strive to 
maximise your child’s preferences. 
 
 Unfortunately, it is not always possible to accommodate all requests of every single pupil across S5/6, and we 
ask that a reserve choice is highlighted. If your child is unable to continue with any subject they have 
highlighted, a further discussion will take place during the Pupil Support led option Interview to come to a 
suitable solution. 
 
Some key points or FAQ’s 

• The curriculum narrows to 5 subjects to accommodate 6 periods for each and in turn elicit a greater 
depth of understanding, knowledge, and skill development across each subject area. 
 

• The level at which you undertake your chosen course in S5 will be influenced by the level you achieved 
within that course in S4, for many subjects.  All S5 must continue with English. 
 

• Picking up a new subject at Higher level is only encouraged in S6. 
 

Things to consider 

Answering these questions will help when you are making your decision. You can use 
them to put together a shortlist of subjects. 
 
Do you like English because you get to talk and analyse texts? Do you enjoy woodwork because you are 
creative and like to make models? Working out how you like to learn can help you choose your subjects. 
 
Where could they take you? 
Do you know what you want to do when you leave school? Picking the right subjects could help you get there or 
keep options open if you haven't yet decided. 
 
What subjects do you enjoy? 
You're more likely to get better marks in subjects you find interesting. Think about what you really enjoy 
studying. 
 
What subjects are you good at? 
What do you get the best marks in? There may be some subjects you have never studied before but would do 
well in. Use your My World of Work account and try the Strengths Quiz for ideas. 
 
What do others think you are good at? 
Talk to your parents/carers, friends, family, teachers, and careers advisor. What do they think would suit you 
and why? Ask for their opinions. 

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/tools-and-quizzes/my-strengths/
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Am I choosing the correct subjects for me? 
The last thing you should do is pick subjects because your friend are. You may not be in the same classes and 
more importantly, it may not suit your chosen career pathway. Do what is right for you. 
 
Other supports 

• Taylor High School pathways blog 
• Assemblies 
• Ongoing support from PT Pupil Support 
• Individual interviews 
• SDS Advisor meeting 
• My world of work website  

 

It is also important to discuss options with: 

• Class and subject teachers 
• Parents and carers 
• Older pupils 

 

The “My World of Work” website is useful to support young people where they can access a range of tools such 
as the “All About Me” tool, “Strengths” tool and “Options Choices” tool. 

We also have a pathways blog which will give you an overview of the options process and the subjects on offer.  

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/  

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/nl/taylorhighschoolpathways/what-are-pathways/ 

  

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/nl/taylorhighschoolpathways/what-are-pathways/
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If you have any queries relating to the S3 Pathways programme, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s 
pupil support teacher. They are your point of contact in the school and can advise and assist you with any 
questions that you may have. They are: 
Mr McPake: St Columba House 

Mr Ryan: St Ninian House 

Mr Phairs: St Margaret House 

Mrs Murphy: St Kentigern House 

Mrs Valente: St John Ogilvie House 

Miss Kane: St Andrew House 
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Biology national 5  
  

Biology, the study of living organisms, plays a crucial role in our everyday existence and is an increasingly 
important subject in the modern world. Biology affects everyone and aims to find solutions to many of the 
world’s problems. Advances in technologies have made this   varied subject more exciting and relevant than 
ever. 

  

National 5  

The National 5 Biology course covers major areas of biology including cellular, whole  

organism and ecosystems. The key areas of biodiversity, interdependence, body systems and cells and 
inheritance are developed through the course.  

 

Course Entrance Requirements  

Entry to the course is normally by one or more of the following:  

1. National 4 Biology Course 

2. National 5 Chemistry or Physics Courses  

  

National 5 Biology consists of three units:  

Unit 1 Cell Biology  

Unit 2 Multicellular Organisms 

Unit 3 Life on Earth  

External Assessment 

At National 5 the added value will be assessed in the Course assessment, which has two  

components.  

  

Course Assignment 

This assignment involves a study of a Biology topic, chosen by the pupil with guidance from their teacher. The 
assignment has a total of 20 marks (scaled to 25) and is marked by the SQA.  

This is 20% of the overall marks for the course external assessment.  
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External Exam 

The external exam is 2 hours30 minutes and will have a total of 100 marks.  

The question paper will have two sections. 

Section 1  Multiple Choice (25 marks)  

Section 2  Restricted and extended response  questions (75 marks)  

This is 80% of the overall marks for the course external assessment.  

  

Career Prospects  

Dentistry Medicine, Pharmacy, PE Teacher, Nursing, Laboratory Technician, Veterinary Medicine, Veterinary 
Nursing and many more…….. 
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HUMAN Biology Higher 
  

The course provides the opportunity for learners to acquire a deeper understanding of cellular        processes, 
physiological mechanisms, communication between organisms, and the biology of          populations as they 
apply to the human species.  

  

Higher 

Higher Human Biology Course will help develop learners’ interest and enthusiasm for human biology in a range 
of contexts. The skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are developed, throughout the course, by 
investigating the applications of human biology. This will enable learners to become       scientifically literate 
citizens, able to review the science-based claims they will meet.  

Course Entrance Requirements  

Entry to the course is normally by one or more of the following:  

1. National 5 Biology with an A,B or C grade.  

2. A grade in National 5 Chemistry or Physics 

3. A or B grade in Higher Chemistry or Physics 

  

Higher Human Biology consists of 3 units 

Unit 1  Human Cells  

Unit 2  Physiology and Health 

Unit 3  Neurobiology and Immunology 

  

Course assessment has 2 components 

Component 1 - Question Paper 

The external exam is 3 hours with a total of 120 marks.  

The paper consists of two papers. 

Paper 1Multiple Choice 

Paper 2Extended Response    

  

Component 2 - Assignment 

This assignment involves an in-depth study of a Biology topic, chosen by the pupil with  
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guidance from their Teacher. The assignment has two stages - 

A research stage  and a communication stage. It is during the communication stage that     pupils will produce a 
written report. The assignment has a total of 20 marks and is marked by the SQA.  

The marks from the course assignment and the external exam are combined to give an  

overall grade for the pupil.  

Career Prospects  

Medicine, Dentistry, Nursing, Physiotherapy, Teaching, Optometry, Pharmacy and many more!  
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Advanced Biology Higher 
 

The course develops a systems approach to the study of biological science. It allows candidates to integrate 
their learning, and to appreciate the global dimension of life on Earth and the importance of understanding 
biological issues in society. The course emphasises practical and experiential learning opportunities, with a 
strong skills-based approach to learning.  

  

Course Entrance Requirements  

The course is suitable for candidates who are secure in their attainment of Higher Human Biology or an 
equivalent qualification. It is designed for candidates who can respond to a level of challenge, especially those 
considering further study or a career in biology and related disciplines.  

  

 

Advanced Higher Biology consists of 3 units 

 

Unit 1 Cells and Proteins 

Unit 2 Organisms and Evolution 

Unit 3 Investigative Biology 

  

Course assessment has 2 components 

Component 1 - Question Paper 

 

The external exam is 3 hours with a total of 100 marks.  

The paper consists of two sections. 

Section 1  Multiple Choice 

Section 2 Extended Response 

 

Component 2 - Project 

 

The project allows candidates to carry out an in-depth investigation of a biology topic and        produce a project 
report.  

The project is worth a total of 30 marks. 
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The marks from the course assignment and the external exam are combined to give an  

overall mark out of 130 and this is then used by the SQA to decide the overall grade for the pupil.  

  

Career Prospects  

Medicine, Dentistry, Virology, Biochemistry,                  Pharmacology, 
Immunology, Physiotherapy,  Optometry, Pharmacy and many more!  
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Chemistry national 5 
  

Chemistry, the  study of matter and its interactions, contributes essential knowledge and  

understanding across all aspects of our lives. Chemistry research and development is  

essential for the introduction of new products. The chemical industry is a major contributor to the economy of 
the country.  

  

The chemistry course on offer provides opportunities for learners to recognise the impact 
chemistry makes on developing sustainability, and its effect on the environment, on 
society and on the lives of    themselves and others.  

National 5  

The National 5 Chemistry Course enables learners to develop and apply knowledge and  

understanding of chemistry. Learners also develop an understanding of chemistry’s role in scientific issues 
and relevant applications of chemistry, including the impact these could make in society and the environment.  

Course Entrance Requirements  

Entry to the course is normally by one or more of the following:  

1. National 4 Chemistry Course 

2. National 5 Biology or  Physics Courses  

 Course Units 

Unit 1  Chemical Changes and Structures 

Unit 2  Nature’s Chemistry 

Unit 3  Chemistry in Society 

 Course Assessment has 2 components 

Component 1 - Question Paper 

The question paper has a total of 100 marks and is worth 80% of the total marks for external assessment.  The 
question paper is set and marked by SQA and conducted in centres under conditions specified for external 
examinations by SQA.  

The external exam is 2 hours and 30 minutes.  

  

Section 1  Multiple Choice (25 marks)  

Section 2  Restricted and extended response questions (75 marks)  
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Component 2 - Assignment 

This assignment involves an in-depth study of a Chemistry topic, chosen by the pupil with guidance from their 
teacher. The assignment has a total of 20 marks and is marked by the SQA.  

This is 20% of the overall marks for the course external assessment.  

 

Career Prospects  

Medicine, Dentistry, Nursing, Forensics, Teaching, Engineering etc………. the list 
of job opportunities is endless. 
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Chemistry Higher 
  

The Higher Chemistry course develops learners’ curiosity, interest and enthusiasm for    chemistry in a range of 
contexts. The skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are            developed throughout the course and the 
relevant of chemistry is highlighted by the study of the applications of chemistry in everyday context.  

  

Course Entrance Requirements  

Entry to the course is normally by one or more of the following:  

1. National 5 Chemistry with an A,B or C grade.  

2. A grade in National 5 Biology or Physics 

3. A or B grade in Higher Biology Physics 

  

Higher Chemistry consists of 4 units 

Unit 1 Chemical Changes and Structure 

Unit 2 Nature’s Chemistry 

Unit 3 Chemistry in Society 

Unit 4 Researching Chemistry 

  

Course assessment has 2 components 

Component 1 - Question Paper 

The external exam is 3 hours with a total of 120 marks.  

The exam consists of two papers: 

Paper 1  Multiple Choice  

Paper 2  Restricted and extended response questions  

  

Component 2 - Assignment 

This assignment involves an in-depth study of a Chemistry topic, chosen by the pupil with  

guidance from their teacher. The assignment has two stages - 

A research stage and a communication stage. It is during the communication stage that     pupils will produce a 
written report. The assignment has a total of 20 marks and is marked by the SQA.  

The marks from the course assignment and the external  
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exam are combined to give an  

overall grade for the pupil.  

  

Career Prospects 

Medicine, Dentistry, Teaching, Forensic Scientist…………. the list is endless! 
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Advanced Higher Chemistry  
  

The Advanced Higher Chemistry course develops learners’ knowledge and understanding of the physical and 
natural environments beyond Higher level.  

  

The course builds on Higher Chemistry, continuing to develop the underlying theories of chemistry and the 
practical skills used in the chemistry  

laboratory. Learners develop the skills of independent study and thought that are essential in a wide range of 
occupations.  

  

Course Entrance Requirements  

The course is suitable for candidates who are secure in their attainment of Higher Chemistry or an equivalent 
qualification. It is designed for candidates who can respond to a level of challenge,      especially those 
considering further study or a career in chemistry and related science. 

  

  

Advanced Higher Chemistry - This consists of 3 units: 

  

Unit 1 Inorganic and Physical Chemistry 

Unit 2 Organic Chemistry and Instrumental Analysis 

Unit 3 Researching Chemistry  

  

Course assessment has 2 components 

Component 1 - Question Paper 

  

The external exam is 3 hours with a total of 110 marks.  

The paper consists of two sections:  

Section 1 Multiple Choice (25 marks)  

Section 2  Restricted and extended response questions (85 marks)   

Component 2 - Project 
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The project allows candidates to carry out an in-depth investigation of a chemistry topic and produce a project 
report. The project has 25 marks.  

The marks from the course assignment and the external exam are combined to give an  

overall mark out of 135 and this is then used by the SQA to decide the overall grade for the pupil.  

  

Career Prospects  

  

Not all Chemists wear white coats!  

  

Medicine, Dentistry, Biochemistry, Forensics, Teaching, Engineering, Pharmacy, 
etc. …………… 

the list is endless.  
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National 5 Laboratory Science             Skills for Work 
 

Why study Laboratory Science? 

This course gives a broad practical introduction to laboratory science. You will explore a variety and range of 
industries and services, and the career opportunities in science laboratories in a local, national and global 
setting. 

Candidates will have the opportunity to develop the basic practical skills for working in a laboratory: 
measuring, weighing and preparing compounds and solutions, and to understand and implement the health 
and safety requirements for a safe working environment. The specific practical skills related to microbiology, 
radioactivity, chemical handling and laboratory instrumentation are developed. Candidates will work with 
others to produce a plan to undertake a practical investigation to test scientific hypotheses related to a 
scientific topic. This will also involve reporting of the results, conclusions and evaluations of the investigation. 
  
 
Course Entrance Requirements 
Entry to the course is normally one or more of the following: 
National 4 or 5 in Biology, Chemistry or Physics or similar.  
  
Course Structure  
  
Unit 1 Laboratory Science: Careers using Laboratory Science  
Unit 2  Working in a Laboratory  
Unit 3  Practical Skills  
Unit 4  Practical Investigation  
  
  
Course Assessment  
  
Assessment of the Course is through a range of methods including candidate folio of written and/or oral 
evidence, practical activities supported by assessor observation checklists as well as self- evaluation. 
  
Evidence is collected in a folio throughout the course and verified by the SQA. There is no final written 
examination. 
  
Career Opportunities  
The course develops analytical, numerical and practical skills and is useful for careers in laboratories within 
the following sectors: 
  

Sciences 
Hospital Labs 
Forensics 
Water purification 
Schools Laboratory Technician 
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Physics  National 5 
  

Physics is the study of matter, energy and the interaction between them. This entails asking fundamental 
questions and trying to answer them by observing and experimenting. The answers to such questions can lead 
to advances in our understanding of the world around us and often result in technological improvements which 
enhance the lives of all. The study of physics is of benefit, not only to those intending to pursue a career in 
science, but also to those intending to work in areas such as the health, energy, leisure and computing 
industries.  

 

This course enables candidates to develop a deeper understanding of physics concepts and the ability to 
describe and interpret physical phenomena using mathematical skills. They develop scientific methods of 
research in which issues in physics are explored and conclusions drawn.  

 

National 5  

Course Entrance Requirements  

Entry to the course is normally by one or more of the following:  

1. National 4 Physics Course 

2. National 5 Biology or Chemistry Courses  

  

  

National 5 Physics consists of three units 

Unit 1 Waves and Radiation  

Unit 2 Dynamics and Space  

Unit 3 Electricity and Energy  

  

Course assessment has 2 components 

Component 1 - Question Paper 

The question paper has a total of 135 marks and is worth 80% of the total marks for external assessment.  The 
question paper is set and marked by SQA and conducted in centres under conditions specified for external 
examinations by SQA.  

The external exam is 2 hours and 30 minutes.  

  

The question paper will have two sections. 
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Section 1  Multiple Choice (20 marks)  

Section 2  Restricted and extended response questions (135 marks)  

  

Component 2 - Assignment 

This assignment involves a study of a Physics topic, chosen by the pupil with guidance from their teacher. The 
assignment has a total of 20 marks and is marked by the SQA.  

This is 20% of the overall marks for the course external assessment.  

  

Career Prospects 

Engineer, Physiotherapist, Electrician, Air Traffic Controller, Lighting Technician, Auto Electrician ……. and 
many more. 
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Higher Physics 
 

 

Course Entrance Requirements  

Entry to the course is normally by one or more of the following:  

1. National 5 Physics with an A B or C grade.  

2. An A grade in National 5 Biology or Chemistry.  

3. A or B grade at Higher Biology or Chemistry. 

  

It is also recommended that pupils have either Higher Mathematics or will undertake the Higher Mathematics 
course to cope with the mathematical content of Higher Physics.  

  

Course Content  

  

Unit 1 Our Dynamic Universe       

Unit 2 Particles and Waves 

Unit 3 Electricity                                                  

Unit 4  Researching Physics 

 

Course assessment has 2 components 

Component 1 - Question Paper 

The external exam is 3 hours with a total of 155 marks.  

The exam consists of two papers: 

Paper 1Multiple Choice  

Paper 2Restricted and extended response questions  

 

Component 2 - Assignment 

This assignment involves an in-depth study of a Physics topic, chosen by the pupil with guidance from their 
teacher. The assignment has two stages, a research stage and a communication stage. It is during the 
communication stage that pupils will produce a written report. The assignment has a total of 20 marks and is 
marked by the SQA.  
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Career Prospects 

There are a staggering number of exciting careers where Physics qualifications are necessary and/or desirable. 
The list includes:  

  

Aeronautical Engineer   Electrical Engineer   Airline Pilot      

Geophysicist    Auto Electrician   Helicopter Pilot  

Biotechnologist    Broadcasting -Engineer   Lighting Technician 

Marine Engineer  Medical Physicist  Dentist  

Chemical Engineer  Nuclear Engineer  Optometrist 

Civil Engineer   Astronomer   Web Developer   
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Advanced Higher Physics 
  

The course develops the skills, knowledge and understanding necessary to analyse and solve physics 
problems in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.  

It emphasises practical and experiential learning opportunities, with a strong skills-based approach to 
learning.  

 

Course Entrance Requirements  

  

The course is suitable for candidates who are secure in their attainment of Higher Physics.   It is   designed for 
candidates who can respond to a level of challenge, especially those considering        further study or a career 
in physics and related disciplines.  

  

Course Content  

 

Unit 1 Rotational Motion and Astrophysics 

Unit 2 Quanta and Waves 

Unit 3 Electromagnetism 

Unit 4 Units, Prefixes and Scientific Notation 

  

Course assessment has 2 components 

Component 1 - Question Paper 

  

The external exam is 3 hours with a total of 110 marks. 

  

Component 2 - Project 

  

The purpose of the project is to allow the candidate to carry out an in-depth investigation of a physics topic and 
produce a project report. Candidates are required to plan and carry out a physics investigation.  

  

The marks from the course assignment and the external exam are combined to give an  
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overall mark out of 135 and this is then used by the SQA to decide the overall grade for the pupil.  

  

Career Prospects  

 

A few to consider are ………    

Aeronautical Engineer, Geophysicist , Marine Engineer, Medical Physicist, Chemical Engineer,       Nuclear 
Engineer, Optometrist, Civil Engineer, Astronomer, Web Developer. 
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Why Study Advanced Higher Art and Design? 
The main emphasis of Advanced Higher Enquiry is either EXPRESSIVE or DESIGN. It provides opportunities 
for students to reap the benefits of early groundwork by promoting increased student Independence as the 
course is learner-centred and includes investigative and practical learning opportunities.  

*Student would either create a Design Folio or an Expressive Folio, NOT BOTH. They would be given a 
choice of which area they would prefer to study. 

Entry Requirements 

Higher Art & Design pass at A or B  

 

Course Details 

 The Design Folio and the Expressive Folio both have practical elements as well as Contextual Analysis 
Essay.  

DESIGN FOLIO  

Learners will develop creativity, problem solving and critical thinking skills and consider complex design 
opportunities, and work to resolve design issues and constraints. In the folio, learners will develop critical 
understanding of designers’ working practices and the social and cultural influences impacting their work.  

EXPRESSIVE FOLIO  

Learners will develop their personal thoughts and ideas in visual form. They will be expected to develop the 
enquiry through study of a personally selected area or theme based on or related to the visual arts.  

CONTEXTUAL ANALYSIS  

The contextual analysis allows candidates to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of design 
practice and contexts that have an impact on a design work. 

Assessment 

 COURSE ASSESSMENT  

Design OR Expressive practical element of folio: 64 Marks—64% of overall marks  

Contextual Analysis: 30 Marks—30% of overall marks  

Evaluation: 6 Marks—6% of overall marks  

There is no formal exam for Advanced Higher Art or Design. All folio work is sent to SQA. 
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Why Study Art and Design Higher? 
 Throughout the S5 Higher Art & Design course, you can develop creativity, perseverance, independence and 
resilience. Learning through Art and Design also develops ability to critically appreciate aesthetic, style and 
cultural values, identities and ideas. 

Entry Requirements 

 Recommended Entry  

• N5 Art and Design  

• Higher English gained in S5 or sitting Higher English in S6 

 

Course Details 

 S5 Art and Design Courses consist of the following course areas:  

• Design activity (2D Textile Design, Graphics, Photoshop)  

• Expressive activity (Still Life, drawing, painting, print making)  

• Critical activity (analysing and researching work of artists and designers)  

Higher Art and Design Assessment  

At Higher students will be expected to produce two folios, one design folio and one expressive folio. At 
Higher an example of your best work in both design and expressive will be assessed externally by the SQA 
(portfolio). 

Assessment 

 Higher Assessment  

Question paper - 23%  

Design portfolio – 38.5%  

Expressive portfolio – 38.5% 

 

 Careers related to Art & Design  

Careers include: Graphic Designer, Textile and Fashion Designer, Interior/Furniture Designer, Product 
Designer, Car designer, Architect, Photographer, Web Designer, Advertising, Animator, Set Designer, 
Lighting Designer, Make-up Artist, Beautician, working within Television, Art & Design Teacher, Painter 
Museum Curator… these are only a small sample of careers related to Art and Design. 
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Why Study Business Management? 
 Business plays an important role in society. We all rely on businesses to create wealth and well-being, 
prosperity, jobs and choices. Therefore, it is essential that society has effective businesses and business 
managers to sustain this role.  

This Course will build on the skills, knowledge and understanding gained in Business Management (National 
5) or, for some learners, can act as an entry to the world of business. 

Entry Requirements 

Preferably a pass at National 5 Business Management at A or B. 

 

Course Details 

Course structure—comprises three units:  

Understanding Business  

Management of People and Finance  

Management of Marketing and Operations 

 

Assessment 

To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all the Units as well as the Course assessment. The 
required Units are shown above. The course assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the 
course award. The course has a research assignment which is worth 30% of the overall course. 

 

 Career Opportunities:  

Marketing Logistics Banking and Finance  

Accounting Economics Retail Management  

Human Resource Management 
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Why Study Higher Computing Science 
 Computing science is vital to everyday life — socially, technologically and economically; it shapes the world 
in which we live and its future. Computing is embedded in the world around us from systems and devices in 
our homes and places of work, to how we access education, entertainment, transportation and 
communication. At this level, learners will be introduced to an advanced range of computational processes 
and thinking, and learn to apply a rigorous approach to the design and development process across a variety 
of contemporary contexts. Learners will also gain an awareness of the importance that computing 
professionals play in meeting the needs of society today and for the future, in fields which include science, 
education, business and industry.  

Because of its relevance and its focus on developing transferable skills, it will be valuable to many learners, 
particularly those considering a career or further study in computing science disciplines 

Entry Requirements 

Preferably a pass at National 5 Computing Science at A or B.  

 

Course Details 

This Course comprises the following 4 mandatory Units:  

Software Design and Development  

Database Design & Development  

Computer Systems  

Assessment 

All units have a past paper based theory exam.  

All units, (apart from Computer Systems), require students to develop practical skills, ie creating programs 
and querying databases. 

Assignment:- This consists of a major practical project which the pupils create a complex program  

which feeds data into a relational database. This is worth 33% of the overall course award.  

Final Exam:- Written exam worth 67% of the overall course award  

Pathway Routes 

 Career opportunities  

In today’s society the vast majority of careers require students to have a detailed knowledge of computing 
and information technologies. 
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Why Study Higher English? 
 
Language is at the heart of learning , the ability to communicate what you know as well as you ideas is 
essential if you are to be a successful learner and indeed if you are to be successful in life. Increasingly 
society looks for young people who can communicate effectively which is why a formal qualification in 
English is required for most courses and many occupations. Studying English will give you the opportunity to 
develop & practise the four key skills of reading, writing, listening & talking (including Presentation and 
Discussion skills.) 
Entry Requirements 
 A pass at National 5 (preferably an A or B) 
Course Details 
During the Higher course students will build core communications skills through a wide range of 
opportunities. Students will learn to create written texts and will also develop their verbal skills in presenting 
and group discussion. We will continue to develop presentation skills through our Talking Milestones 
Programme which we began in S1. Students will also learn how to analyse written texts through studying a 
wide range of texts including media texts, poetry, novels, drama & non-fiction texts. These reading skills have 
been developed explicitly since S1 through the Reading Strategies we have employed consistently since S1. 
Assessment 
 
 There are two parts to the assessment the external exam and the folio of writing. In addition to this SQA 
requires Higher students to pass a Spoken Performance Unit before they can be presented for the exam. This 
presentation is internally assessed.  
Folio of Writing (30 marks)  
Candidates will be required to produce a folio of writing which will be submitted to SQA in March for External 
assessment. The folio should contain one piece of writing, see below.   
 
 The piece should be either:  
 
Transactional Writing (Report/Letter/Newspaper article/ Persuasive/Balanced Essay)  
 
Creative Writing (Personal/Reflective essay/ Drama Script/Poem/Monologue.)  
 
Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation (1 hour 30 minutes —30 marks)  
In this paper candidates face an unseen non-fiction text (usually a newspaper/magazine article) they are 
required to answer a range of questions which expect them to display skills in summarising, paraphrasing , 
find information and also explaining how the language works and what effect it has.  
 
Critical Reading (1 hour 30 minutes—40 marks) In this paper candidates are required to answer questions 
on a Scottish Text they have studied in class. Questions require candidates to have a knowledge of the 
complete text or a body of texts. Candidates are also required to write a critical essay on a text they have 
studied in class in response to a specific question. 
 
Pathway Routes: Higher English is required for entry to main University and college courses.  Possible 
careers for those interested in English or Languages include: journalism, commerce, retail, media, teaching, 
law, acting, marketing, ecommerce, sales.  
 
 

 

  



31 | P a g e  
 

Why Study Higher Geography? 
 The study of Geography at Higher level develops understanding of our changing world and it’s human and 
physical issues, both locally and globally. 
Entry Requirements 
 To study CFE Higher Geography pupils must have achieved an A or B Grade at National 5 level in Geography 
or in another Social Subject. 
 
Course Details 
 The CFE Higher Geography course is divided into three units, from which we study the following topics, 
incorporating fieldwork:  
 
Human Environments  
Population Geography Data collection, population structures and movement in developed and developing 
countries  
Rural Geography Rural land degradation in a developing country  
Urban Geography Management of urban change related to housing and transport in a developed/developing 
world city  
 
Physical Environments  
Atmosphere Heat transfer in the atmosphere and oceans, the impact of the Inter Tropical Convergence Zone 
on rainfall patterns in Western Africa  
Biosphere Factors influencing the formation of soils  
Lithosphere Features of erosion and deposition in Coastal and Glaciated landscapes, land uses in these 
landscapes  
Hydrosphere Hydrological cycle, drainage basins and hydrographs  
 
Global Issues  
Climate Change  
Development and Health 
 
Assessment 
 CFE Higher Geography candidates will be examined on all three topics as well as a series of enquiry skills. 
They are also required to independently research and submit an Assignment based on geographical 
fieldwork, which constitutes 27% of their overall grade. 
Pathway Routes 
 
 Meteorology 
Environmental Planning  
Civil Engineering  
Teaching  
Urban Planning  
Transport Management 
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Why Study Higher Photography? 
 

The main emphasis in Higher Photography in Art and Design is to provide opportunities for students to build 
skills, techniques and knowledge associated with digital photography and graphic software towards building 
a portfolio of creative photographs.  

The course is essentially practical in content but there is a strong written element, consisting of 
understanding photography techniques, skills and application as well as researching and analysing the work 
of well-known photographers and in planning and evaluating learners’ own work.  

Students must be able to work independently and be prepared to undertake practical assignments outside 
of school and in their own time. 

Entry Requirements  

A keen interest in digital photography and aesthetics.  

National 5 English as a minimum as there a significant amount of writing for the portfolio. 

Course Details 

Final Folio Project: 100 marks (77% of overall marks)  
 
Question Paper/ Written Exam : 30 marks, 1 hour (23% of overall marks) 
 
Assessment 

FINAL FOLIO PROJECT  

This aspect of the course allows students to demonstrate their creative and practical photography skills and 
their ability to evaluate their own work and practice. Students undertake a large project based on a theme of 
their own choice selected from the photographic genres of landscape, portrait, fashion and beauty, the 
industrial or built environment and nature. There are a total of 100 marks for the Course Assessment and it is 
sent to the SQA for marking.  

Question Paper/ Exam  

The question paper assesses candidates’ knowledge and understanding of photographic work and practice.  
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Why Study? National 5 Art and Design 
Throughout the S5 National 5 Art & Design course, you can develop creativity, perseverance, independence 
and resilience. Learning through Art and Design also develops ability to critically appreciate aesthetic, style 
and cultural values, identities and ideas. 

Course Details 

S5 Art and Design Courses consist of the following course areas:  

• Design activity (2D Textile Design, Graphics, Photoshop)  

• Expressive activity (Still Life, drawing, painting, print making)  

• Critical activity (analysing and researching work of artists and designers) 

 

Assessment 

 National 5 Art and Design Assessment  

At National 5 students will be expected to produce two folios, one design folio and one expressive folio. At 
National 5 an example of your best work in both design and expressive will be assessed externally by the 
SQA (portfolio).  

National 5 Assessment  

Question paper - 20%  
Design portfolio - 40%  
Expressive portfolio - 40% 
 

Pathway Routes 

Careers include: Graphic Designer, Textile and Fashion Designer, Interior/Furniture Designer, Product 
Designer, Car designer, Architect, Photographer, Web Designer, Advertising, Animator, Set Designer, 
Lighting Designer, Make-up Artist, Beautician, working within Television, Art & Design Teacher, Painter 
Museum Curator… these are only a small sample of careers related to Art and Design. 
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Why Study National 5 English? 
Language is at the heart of learning , the ability to communicate what you know as well as your ideas is 
essential if you are to be a successful learner and indeed if you are to be successful in life. Increasingly 
society looks for young people who can communicate effectively which is why a formal qualification in 
English is required for most courses and many occupations. Studying English will give you the opportunity to 
develop & practise the four key skills of reading, writing, listening & talking (including Presentation and 
Discussion skills.) 
Entry Requirements 
 
Course Details 
Of the course of National 5 students will build core Communications skills through a wide range of 
opportunities.  
Students will learn to create written texts and will also develop their verbal skills in presenting & group 
discussion.  
We will continue to develop presentation skill through our Talking Milestones Programme which we began in 
S1. Students will also learn how to analyse written texts through studying a wide range of texts including 
media texts, poetry, novels, drama & non-fiction texts. These reading skills have been developed explicitly 
since S1 through the Reading Strategies we have employed consistently since S1. 
 
Assessment 
There are two parts to the assessment the external exam and the folio of writing. In addition to this SQA 
requires Higher students to pass a Spoken Performance Unit before they can be presented for the exam. This 
presentation is internally assessed.  
 
Folio of Writing (30 marks available)  
Candidates will be required to produce a folio of writing which will be submitted to SQA for External 
assessment. The folio should contain one transactional essay (persuasive/balanced/report) and a creative 
piece personal/reflective/poem/drama script.)  
 
The pieces should cover each of the following:  
Transactional Writing (Report/Letter/Newspaper article/ Persuasive/Balanced Essay)  
 
Creative Writing (Personal/Reflective essay/ Drama Script/Poem/Monologue.)  
 
Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation (1 hour—30 marks)  
In this paper candidates face an unseen non-fiction text (usually a newspaper/magazine  
article) they are required to answer a range of questions which expect them to display skills in  
summarising, paraphrasing , find information and also explaining how the language works and#  
what effect it has.  
 
Critical Reading (1 hour 30 minutes—40 marks)  
In this paper candidates are required to answer questions on a Scottish Text they have studied  
in class. Questions require candidates to have a knowledge of the complete text or a body  
of texts. Candidates are also required to write a critical essay on a text they have studied in  
class in response to a specific question. 
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Why Study National 5 Geography? 
 
 The study of Geography at National 5 level develops a range of geographical skills and techniques. Pupils 
gain an understanding of the ways in which people and the environment interact and respond to physical 
and human issues both locally and globally. 
Entry Requirements 
To study National 5 Geography, pupils must have achieved a pass at National 4 level in Geography or in 
another Social Subject. 
 
Course Details 
The three topics studied are :  
Human Environments  
Population Geography  
Rural Geography  
Urban Geography  
Physical Environments  
Weather and factors influencing weather in the UK  
River and Limestone landscapes and the land uses commonly found in these areas  
Global Issues  
Health  
Climate change  
 
Assessment 
 National 5 pupils will be examined on all three topics as well as a series of Geographical skills They are also 
required to independently research and submit an Assignment based on geographical field work, which 
constitutes 20% of their overall grade. 
 
 
Pathway Routes 
 Meteorology  
Environmental Planning  
Civil Engineering  
Teaching  
Urban Planning  
Transport Management 
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Why Study National 5 Health & Food Technology? 
This course enables learners to:  

• develop an understanding of the functional properties of food  
• develop an understanding of the relationship between health, food and nutrition apply practical and 

technological skills in the world of food  
• carry out experimentation on different food products  
• build on their knowledge and understanding of food and the consumer, in order to make informed 

choices  
• apply safe and hygienic practices in practical food preparation develop cookery skills  

 
Entry Requirements 
Learners should have achieved the fourth curriculum level or the National 4 Health and Food Technology 
course or equivalent qualifications and/or experience prior to starting this course. 
Course Details 
The course includes development of practical skills and thinking skills. Candidates develop knowledge and 
understanding of the relationship between food, health and nutrition. Candidates will also develop 
knowledge and understanding of:  
• dietary needs for individuals and groups at various stages of life and explain current dietary advice  
• produce and reflect on food products which meet individual needs  
• functional properties of ingredients in food and their use in developing new food products  
• stages involved in developing food products and, through a problem-solving approach, produce a food 
product to meet specified needs.  
• safe and hygienic food practices.  
• consumer food choices and contemporary food issues  
• technological developments in food and organisations which protect consumer interests.  
• food labelling and how it helps consumers make informed food choices  
• the need for nutrients and how they perform in the body  
• how dietary diseases impact the body and the prevention/cure  
• consumer organisation 
 
Assessment 
Question paper 60 marks  
The purpose of this question paper is to assess the candidate’s ability to integrate and apply breadth, 
knowledge, understanding and skills from across the course. There are six questions, each worth 10 marks. 
Questions are broken down into parts. Course content and skills are sampled across questions.  
Assignment 60 marks  
The purpose of this assignment is to assess the application of knowledge, understanding and skills from 
across the course through a technological approach to problem-solving based on a brief. Briefs will have a 
food and health, or a consumer focus and candidates will use skills to investigate the issue and develop a 
food product to meet the needs of the brief. 
  
 
Pathway Routes 
Higher Health and Food Technology  
Other qualifications in Health and Food Technology such as National 5  
Practical Cookery and Practical Cake Craft  
Career Opportunities 

Food Preparation  Dietetics and Nutrition  Food Technology  
Health Promotion  Food Science  Health and Social Care  
Food Production  Nursing  Environmental Health  
Consumer Advice  Consumer Services  Quality Insurance  
Sports Nutrition  Food Manufacture  Sports Nutrition  
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Why Study National 5 History? 
 
The study of History at National 5 level will equip pupils with the skills, knowledge and understanding 
necessary in contemporary society. Pupils are encouraged to consider major issues and to acquire a deeper 
knowledge and understanding of the present-day world and its connections with the past. 
Entry Requirements 
 
To study National 5 History, pupils must have achieved a pass at National 4 level in History or in another 
Social Subject.  
 
Course Details 
The CFE National 5 History course is divided into three units, from which we study the following topics:  
 
BRITISH  
Changing Britain, 1760-1900 
Industrial revolution 
Health and Housing  
Changes in Transport 
Changes in Democracy 
 
SCOTTISH  
Era of the Great War, 1900 - 1928 
Outbreak of WWI 
Trench Warfare  
The Scottish Home Front 
Women and WWI 
Industry and WWI 
 
EUROPEAN AND WORLD  
Hitler and Nazi Germany, 1919-1939 
Weimar Germany 
Nazi rise to power 
Nazi control of Germany 
Nazi social and economic policies 
 
Assessment 
National 5 candidates will be examined on all three topics as well as a series of enquiry skills. They are also 
required to independently research and submit an Assignment on a historical topic of their own choice, 
which constitutes 20% of their overall grade. 
Pathway Routes 
Politics  
Teaching  
Law and Police  
Media and Journalism  
Historian 
Researcher 
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Why Study National 5 Practical Cookery? 
Learners taking this course will acquire a range of knowledge and skills which will be of considerable value 
to them throughout life. This course is designed for those who have a keen interest in food and cooking and 
who enjoy being creative with food. Learners are given the opportunity to cater for a variety of events 
throughout the school similar to the hospitality industry. Pupils gain first-hand experience of cooking and 
catering for a large number of people. This course will support learners’ in preparing them for further training 
and employment in a wide range of hospitality pathways. 
 
Entry Requirements 
Candidates should have achieved the fourth curriculum level or the National 4 Practical Cookery course or 
equivalent qualifications and/or experience prior to starting this course. 
Course Details 
Candidates will enhance their cookery skills, food preparation techniques and ability to follow cookery 
processes in the context of producing dishes.  
 
Candidates’ knowledge and understanding of ingredients, and their characteristics, will be developed. The 
importance of sustainability, responsible sourcing of ingredients and current dietary advice are also 
addressed.  
Candidates develop planning, organisational and time management skills by following recipes; and by 
planning, producing, and costing dishes and meals. They also extend their ability to carry out an evaluation 
of prepared dishes.  
Throughout the course, candidates develop their understanding of safety and hygiene when working with 
ingredients as well as the importance of following safe and hygienic practices at all times in a practical 
context. 
 
Skills Developed  

• using food preparation techniques and cookery processes in the preparation of dishes  
• understanding and demonstrating knowledge of the importance of food safety and hygiene and its 

application in the practical context  
• selecting, weighing, measuring, and using appropriate ingredients to prepare and garnish or decorate 

dishes  
• understanding and demonstrating knowledge of the characteristics of a range of ingredients, and 

their function in a practical context  
• understanding and demonstrating knowledge of the importance of sourcing sustainable ingredients  
• understanding and demonstrating knowledge of current dietary advice relating to the use of 

ingredients  
• following recipes in the preparation of dishes and carrying out an evaluation of the product  
• planning, costing, organisational and time management skills in a cookery context  
• producing, portioning, and presenting dishes appropriately 

 
Assessment 
The course has three units:  
Cookery Skills Techniques and Processes  
Understanding and Using Ingredients  
Organisational Skills for Cooking  
Completion of all 3 units of work plus final exam which is broken down into 3 sections:  
Assignment 18 marks - Completion of a time plan for 3 course meal for 4, with an equipment requisition 
and service detail plan.  
Practical Activity 82 marks - Cooking for the 3-course meal  
Question Paper 30 marks - 1 hour paper to test knowledge and understanding of course content 
Pathway Routes 
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Chef, Caterer, Hotel Management, Event Planning, Food Operations, Front of House , Travel Manager , Food 
Product Development, Quality Control , Food Design and Marketing , Retail in the Food Industry , Baker  
Travel & Tourism, Food Stylist, Craft Brewer , Food Blogger/ Social Media Influencers  
Scotland’s Food and Drinks Industry is one of the biggest employers & brings in an annual turnover of 
£14.9bn. 

 

Why Study NPA Journalism – Level 6? 
The NPA in journalism is suitable for anyone who has achieved at least a National 5 award in English. This 
includes students in S5 who may not wish to undertake Higher until S6 or those who have already passed 
Higher and who wish to develop their skills and knowledge of media, including journalism. Successful 
completion of the course will result in students being credited with 112 tariff points. 
 
Course Details 
 
 The course is made up of two compulsory units  
Feature writing  
Research and interview skills  
 
And the two optional units, we have opted to look at are this year are :  
Media News for print  
Media Page layout and design for print  
 
 In addition to this S5 students will undertake Higher English units to support them as they move towards the 
higher which will also be credited if passed. They will also work to produce a piece of transactional writing 
which can be used as one of their writing folio pieces in Higher.  
The focus on non-fiction is highly beneficial to those looking to undertake Higher in S6 as they develop the 
skills and knowledge necessary to understand, analyse and evaluate non-fiction texts and also practice 
producing their own non-fiction texts. 
 
Assessment 
The course is assessed throughout the year with no final exam. Students are required to produce work which 
displays all of the assessable elements as they work throughout the year by producing a folio of work. 
  
 
Pathway Routes 
Possible Careers: Journalism, teaching, politics, legal studies, media, marketing, market research. 
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Why Study National 4/5 Skills for Work Travel and Tourism? 
 
The study of Skills for Work: Travel and Tourism at National 4/5 level is designed to provide pupils with the 
skills, knowledge and understanding necessary to be successful in the tourism industry.  Pupils are 
encouraged to research and discuss practical issues in the UK and wider world and will build on their 
customer service skills and employability. 
 
Entry Requirements 
To Study National 5 Travel and Tourism, pupils should have achieved a pass at National 4 level in Geography 
or in another Social Subject, but this is not a specific requirement.  
To study National 4 Travel and Tourism, pupils should have achieved a pass at National 3 level in Geography 
or in another Social Subject, but this is not a specific requirement. 
 
Course Details 
 
The CFE National 4/5 Skills for Work Travel and Tourism course is divided into four units:  
SCOTLAND: Study of Tourism in Scotland  
UK AND WORLDWIDE: Study of Tourism across the UK and Wider World  
CUSTOMER SERVICE: Customer Service Skills  
EMPLOYABILITY: Learn and develop skills to become effective employee’s 
 
Assessment 
 
National 4/5 candidates will not be formally examined but are continuously assessed and need to pass a 
series of Outcome assessments throughout the course as well as investigate tourist issues to achieve the 
qualification. 
  
 
Pathway Routes 
Travel Agent  
Holiday Representative  
Human Resources  
Sales/Retail 
Customer Service 
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Why Study Higher Health and Food Technology? 
 
This course focuses on the physical, chemical, nutritional, biological, and sensory properties of food. The 
course provides the learner with the opportunities to study the relationship between health, nutrition, 
functional properties of food, lifestyle choices and consumer issues. Learners will be encouraged to be 
creative in preparing and producing food and in evaluating finished products. 
Entry Requirements 
Learners should have achieved the fourth curriculum level or the National 4 Health and Food Technology 
course or equivalent qualifications and/or experience prior to starting this course at National 5.  
A successful pass at National 5 Health & Food Technology is required to access Higher. Learners can also 
access National 5 and Higher with suitable grades in other subjects. Please speak to one of the Home 
economics teachers to find out more. 
 
This course enables learners to:  

• develop an understanding of the functional properties of food  
• develop an understanding of the relationship between health, food and nutrition apply practical and 

technological skills in the world of food  
• carry out experimentation on different food products  
• build on their knowledge and understanding of food and the consumer, in order to make informed 

choices  
• apply safe and hygienic practices in practical food preparation develop cookery skills  

Course Details 
 
The course includes development of practical skills and thinking skills. Candidates develop knowledge and 
understanding of the relationship between food, health and nutrition. Candidates will also develop 
knowledge and understanding of:  

• dietary needs for individuals and groups at various stages of life and explain current dietary advice  
• produce and reflect on food products which meet individual needs  
• functional properties of ingredients in food and their use in developing new food products  
• stages involved in developing food products and, through a problem-solving approach, produce a 

food product to meet specified needs.  
• safe and hygienic food practices.  
• consumer food choices and contemporary food issues  
• technological developments in food and organisations which protect consumer interests.  
• food labelling and how it helps consumers make informed food choices  
• the need for nutrients and how they perform in the body  
• how dietary diseases impact the body and the prevention/cure  
• consumer organisation  
 

The course has 3 units:  
Food for Health  
Food Product Development  
Contemporary Issues  
Assessment  
Question paper 60 marks  
The purpose of this question paper is to assess the candidate’s ability to integrate and apply breadth, 
knowledge, understanding and skills from across the course. There are six questions, each worth 10 marks. 
Questions are broken down into parts. Course content and skills are sampled across questions.  
Assignment 60 marks  
The purpose of this assignment is to assess the application of knowledge, understanding and skills from 
across the course through a technological approach to problem-solving based on a brief. Briefs will have a 
food and health or a consumer focus and candidates will use skills to investigate the issue and develop a 
food product to meet the needs of the brief. 
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Pathway Routes 
Higher Health and Food Technology  
Other qualifications in Home Economics National 5  
Practical Cookery and National 5 Practical Cake Craft  

Career opportunities Food Preparation  Dietetics and Nutrition  Food Technology  
Health Promotion  Food Science  Health and Social Care  
Food Production  Nursing  Environmental Health  
Consumer Advice  Consumer Services  Quality Insurance  
Sports Nutrition  Food Manufacture  Sports Nutrition  
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Why Study Higher Maths? 
 
 The Higher Mathematics course:  

• encourages students to extend their knowledge and understanding of mathematics and its uses in 
the real world.  

• provides the mathematical tools and techniques to solve further real-life problems.  
• provides a sound basis for the further advancement of mathematics at College or University.  

 
Entry Requirements 
It is recommended that pupils who achieve a grade A-C in National 5 Maths will progress to Higher Maths in 
S5/6. 
 
Course Details 
 
Expressions and Functions – aims to develop knowledge and skills that involve the manipulation of 
expressions, the use of vectors and the study of mathematical functions. This covers aspects of algebra, 
geometry and trigonometry as well as reasoning and modelling.  
 
Relationships and Calculus – aims to develop knowledge and skills that involve solving equations and 
introduces differential and integral calculus. This covers aspects of algebra, trigonometry, calculus as well 
as reasoning and modelling  
 
Applications – aims to develop knowledge and skills that involve applications of geometric properties, 
sequences and calculus. This covers aspects of algebra, geometry, calculus as well as reasoning and 
modelling 
Assessment 
 
 The Higher Maths exam takes place in May of S5/6 and consists of two papers:  

• Non-Calculator Paper  
• Calculator Paper  

 
The question papers will be set and marked externally by the SQA and pupils will be graded A-D. 
 
Pathway Routes 
Pupils who achieve an A or B in Higher Maths are encouraged to progress to Advanced Higher Mathematics. 
 
Career Options 
Animals, Land and Environment  
Buying, Selling and Related Work  
Computing and ICT  
Engineering  
Finance  
Health and Medicine  
Science and Maths  
Teaching and Classroom Support  
Transport and Distribution 
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Why Study National 5 Applications of Maths 
 
Through real-life contexts, you will learn how to apply mathematical operational skills that are directly 
relevant to life and work. You will develop your mathematical reasoning skills, your creativity, and your ability 
to draw conclusions and make and justify decisions 
Entry Requirements 
 
Pupils are required to have a National 4 Maths in S4 to progress to National 5 Applications of Maths in S5/6. 
 
Course Details 
 
 The units in National 5 Applications of Maths are:  
Applications of Mathematics: Managing Finance and Statistics  
• develop your reasoning and financial skills to manage finance and statistics in real-life situations  
• learn how to analyse financial positions, budget, and organise and present data to justify solutions and/or 
draw conclusions.  
 
Applications of Mathematics: Geometry and Measures  
• develop you reasoning and geometric skills in real-life situations  
• learn how to analyse and use geometry and measures to identify and justify solutions to real-life problems.  
 
Numeracy (6 SCQF credit points)  
• develop your numerical and information-handling skills to solve real-life problems involving number, 
money, time and measurement  
• interpret graphical data and use your knowledge of probability to solve real-life problems involving money, 
time and measurement.  
• learn how to use your solutions to make and justify decisions.  
 
 
Assessment 
The National 5 Applications of Maths exam consists of two papers:  
Non-Calculator Paper  
Calculator Paper  
 
The question papers will be set and marked externally by the SQA and pupils will be graded A-D.  
 
 
Pathway Routes 
National 5 Applications of Mathematics is a highly respected qualification which will open up many career 
options.  
The following Universities now accept National 5 Applications of Maths for entry to Primary Teaching: 
Aberdeen, Stirling, Glasgow, Moray House, University of the Highlands and Islands. National 5 Applications 
of Mathematics is an also an accepted entry requirement for some Nursing degrees.  
 
Please click on each link below to find out more information:  
Buying, Selling and Related Work  
Computing and ICT  
Engineering  
Finance  
Science and Maths  
Teaching and Classroom Support  
Transport and Distribution  
It is recommended that pupils who achieve a grade A-C in National 5 Applications of Maths enquire about 
studying this at Higher level or pick up a National 5 in Maths in S6.  
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Why Study Higher Applications of Maths? 
Entry Requirements 
It is recommended that pupils who achieve a grade A-C in National 5 Applications Maths will progress to 
Higher Maths in S5/6. 
 
Course Details 
 
The units in Higher Applications of Maths are: 
Mathematical modelling - Understanding and applying the process of mathematical modelling and using 
software effectively in calculations     
Statistics and probability - Applying statistical skills to: basic probability, data correlation and linear 
regression, data analysis, interpretation and communication  
Finance - Calculating present and future values of monetary payments, solving problems related to 
personal finance products and transactions, applying personal financial planning skills 

Planning and decision making - understanding and applying project planning and decision making 
 
 
Assessment 
The final exam consists of: 
· A question paper making use of software —80 marks 
· A project—30 marks 
 
Pathway Routes 
 
Qualifications in Mathematics are essential in most science-orientated careers. However Higher 
Applications is said to benefit 70% of degree courses. 
  
University of Glasgow—”Higher applications is the ideal preparation for social sciences”  - problem solving, 
research skills and critical thinking  
  
University of Strathclyde—”Humanities, Business school and Education will accept in place of Higher 
Mathematics. STEM subject for example Science and Engineering will still require Higher Mathematics but 
will accept Higher Applications as an additional higher qualification.” 
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Why Study National 5 Spanish? 
 
 The National 5 Spanish course allows learners to develop and extend their reading, listening, talking and 
writing skills in order to understand and communicate in Spanish. The course allows learners to develop 
these skills across the contexts of Society, Learning, Employability and Culture. 
 
Entry Requirements:  Young people should have completed the BGE in Modern Languages and successfully 
completed Level 3 of Languages for Life and Work. Pupils may also undertake National 5 Spanish after 
completing the National 4 course.  
 
 
Course Details:  The course allows learners to develop skills across the contexts of Society, Learning, 
Employability and Culture. Allowing young people to develop their knowledge of culture in Spanish speaking 
countries as well as developing their abilities in reading, writing, speaking and listening in Spanish.  
 
 
Assessment 
 Performance Talking (30 marks)  
Learners carry out a spoken presentation and conversation in Spanish, covering at least 2 of the course 
contexts and lasting 6-8 minutes. The Performance is prepared with support from and undertaken with the 
class teacher. It is then marked by the class teacher and could be verified by SQA.  
 
Assignment Writing (20 marks)  
The assignment writing is produced with the support of the class teacher and is submitted to the SQA in 
March to be externally assessed. Each candidate is required to submit one piece of writing of 120-200 words 
in Spanish. The writing will be based on one of the four course contexts.  
 
External Exam:  
Paper I—Reading and Writing (50 marks)  
This paper allows candidates to demonstrate understanding of written language as well as demonstrate 
their ability to use detailed written language in Spanish. A bilingual dictionary may be used. The paper has 
two sections:  
- Reading (30 marks) - Learners read 3 texts in Spanish and respond to questions in English following each 
text.  
- Writing (20 marks) – Learners produce a written piece of 120-150 words in Spanish in response to a job 
advert stimulus and six bullet points which must be addressed. 
 
Paper 2– Listening (20 marks)  
This paper requires learners to use their understanding of spoken language to select relevant information as 
correct answers. Learners listen to one monologue in Spanish and respond to questions worth 8 marks. They 
then listen to one conversation in Spanish, with questions worth 12 marks. 
 
 
 
Pathway Routes 
 
 A qualification in a Modern Language is a huge benefit for many career pathways as well as giving you the 
opportunity to study, work and live abroad!  
Teacher, Lawyer, Translator/ interpreter, Journalist, International banking, opportunities in the travel and 
tourism sector and roles within international companies are just some of the options available to you! 
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Why Study Higher Spanish? 
 
This course provides candidates with the opportunity to develop skills in reading, listening, talking and 
writing, which are essential for learning, for work and for life; to use different media effectively for learning 
and communication; to develop understanding of how language works; and to use language to 
communicate ideas and information. The course allows learners to develop these skills across the contexts 
of Society, Learning, Employability and Culture. 
 
The study of a modern language has a unique contribution to make to the development of cultural 
awareness, providing candidates with opportunities to enhance their understanding and enjoyment of other 
cultures and of their own.  
Entry Requirements:  It is recommended that young people have achieved a A-C pass at National 5 Spanish 
prior to beginning the Higher course. 
 
Course Details:   
The course offers candidates opportunities to develop and extend a wide range of skills. In particular, the 
course aims to develop: 
♦ reading, listening, talking and writing skills in a modern language 
♦ application of knowledge and understanding of a modern language 
♦ the skill of translation 
♦ literacy skills 
Assessment 
 Performance Talking (30 marks)  
Learners carry out a spoken performance which takes the format of a conversation in Spanish, covering at 
least 2 of the course contexts and lasting around 10 minutes. The Performance is prepared with support 
from and undertaken with the class teacher. It is then marked by the class teacher and could be verified by 
SQA.  
 
Assignment Writing (20 marks)  
The assignment writing is produced with the support of the class teacher and is submitted to the SQA in 
March to be externally assessed. Each candidate is required to submit one piece of writing of 200-250 words 
in Spanish. The writing will be based on one of the four course contexts. 
 
 
External Exam:  
Paper I—Reading and Writing (50 marks)  
This paper allows candidates to demonstrate understanding of written language as well as demonstrate 
their ability to use detailed and complex written language in Spanish. A bilingual dictionary may be used. The 
paper has two sections:  
- Reading (30 marks) - Learners read one text in Spanish and answer questions based on what they have 
read. 20 marks are available for identifying main points, supporting detail and overall purpose. 10 marks are 
available for translating part of the text into English. 
- Writing (20 marks) – Learners choose one scenario from the two provided in the question paper. The two 
scenarios relate to the two contexts which are not sampled in reading or listening. Learners produce one 
piece of writing on their chosen scenario, of 150–180 words, using detailed and complex language in the 
modern language. The scenario contains six related bullet points which need to be addressed. The first 
bullet point contains two pieces of information. The remaining five bullet points each contain one piece of 
information. 
The directed writing task assesses learners’ ability to use appropriate past tenses and at least one other 
tense (for example, conditional or future). 
Paper 2– Listening (20 marks)  
This paper requires learners to use their understanding of spoken language to select relevant information as 
correct answers. Learners listen to one monologue in Spanish and respond to questions worth 8 marks. They 
then listen to one conversation in Spanish, with questions worth 12 marks. 
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Pathway Routes 
 
 A qualification in a Modern Language is a huge benefit for many career pathways as well as giving you the 
opportunity to study, work and live abroad!  
Teacher, Lawyer, Translator/ interpreter, Journalist, International banking, opportunities in the travel and 
tourism sector and roles within international companies are just some of the options available to you! 
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Why Study Higher Modern Studies? 
The study of Modern Studies at Higher level will equip pupils with the skills, knowledge and  
understanding necessary in contemporary society. Pupils are encouraged to research, debate and discuss 
topical issues in the UK and wider world and justify their own conclusions. 
 
Entry Requirements 
Pupils should have achieved a National 5 award at grade A or B in Modern Studies or another Social Subject. 
 
Course Details 
 
The CFE Higher Modern Studies courses are divided into three units, from which we study the following 
topics:  
DEMOCRACY IN SCOTLAND IN THE UNITED KINGDOM  
Democracy in the UK:  
Scotland’s place within the UK political system  
Voting systems in the UK  
Factors that influence voting behaviour in the UK  
Ways the public can influence decision making in the UK: Pressure Groups  
SOCIAL ISSUES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM  
Social Inequality:  
Reasons for social inequality  
Impact of inequality on specific social groups  
Individualist v. Collectivist Debate  
Measures to tackle social inequality and their effectiveness  
INTERNATIONAL ISSUES  
World Issues: Development in Africa  
Social, economic and political factors contributing to development issues in African nations 
Effects of development issues in individuals, families and communities  
Effectiveness of tackling development issues from individual countries and international organisations 
Assessment 
CFE Higher Modern Studies candidates will be examined on all three topics as well as a series of enquiry 
skills. They are also required to independently research and submit an Assignment on a Modern Studies 
topic of their choice, which constitutes 27% of their overall grade. 
 
Pathways 
Politics  
Teaching  
Law  
Police  
Media & Journalism  
Social Work  
Psychology  
Sociology  
Broadcasting 
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Why Study National 5 Modern Studies? 
 
The study of Modern Studies at National 5 level will equip pupils with the skills, knowledge and 
understanding necessary in contemporary society. Pupils are encouraged to research, debate and discuss 
topical issues in the UK and wider world and justify their own conclusions. 
 
Entry Requirements 
 
To study National 5 Modern Studies pupils must have achieved a pass at National 4 level in Modern Studies 
or in another Social Subject. 
 
Course Details 
 
The CFE National 5 Modern Studies courses are divided into three units, from which we study the following 
topics:  
DEMOCRACY IN SCOTLAND AND THE UNITED KINGDOM  
Democracy in the UK 
Power and Decision Making in the UK  
Participation in UK politics  
The influence of Pressure Groups  
Representation in the UK  
Voting Systems in the UK  
SOCIAL ISSUES  
Crime and the Law 
Nature of crime 
Causes of crime 
Consequences of crime 
Criminal Justice System 
Responses to crime 
INTERNATIONAL ISSUES  
World Issue: Development in Africa  
Nature and causes of development issues 
Consequences of development issues 
Attempts to tackle development issues 
International organisations 
 
 
Assessment 
National 5 pupils will be examined on all three topics as well as a series of enquiry skills. They are also 
required to independently research and submit an Assignment on a Modern Studies topic of their choice 
which constitutes 20% of their overall grade 
 
 
Pathways 
Politics  
Teaching  
Law  
Police  
Media & Journalism  
Social Work  
Psychology  
Sociology  
Broadcasting  
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Why Study Higher Physical Education? 
 
 This course offers learners the opportunity to study physical education at a challenging level and to build on 
previous skills and performance. It makes an important contribution to a balanced education and may help you 
to progress to further education or employment. The course aims to develop individual abilities and to enhance 
your personal development. 
 
Skills Developed  
• planning, developing, implementing and evaluating performance  
• selecting, demonstrating and safely applying a broad and comprehensive range of complex movement and 
performance skills in challenging contexts  
• decision making and problem solving in challenging contexts  
• analysing factors that impact on performance  
• explaining a range of approaches for developing performance  
• creating and implementing a Personal Development Plan (PDP)  
• analysing the recording, monitoring and evaluation of performance development 
Entry Requirements 
 
 A high level in practical ability has to be combined with strong linguistic skills to achieve a pass at this level. 
Students wishing to study this course should have the following:  
• a good academic record, including National 5 English been accepted onto the Higher English course  
• a successful pass at National 5 P.E.  
• If no National P.E. course has been undertaken in S4, then pupils may be able to arrange entry into the course 
after speaking with a PE teacher and the Principal Teacher  
 
Course Details 
 
 The main purpose of the course is to enable learners to develop, demonstrate and evaluate movement and 
performance skills for effective performance in a range of challenging contexts. Learners will use evaluation and 
analysis to develop and apply strategies, techniques and skills that will enable them to build on and enhance 
their performance. Pupils will complete the following units:  
 
Performance  
In this unit learners will develop a broad and comprehensive range of complex movement and performance 
skills through a range of physical activities. The unit offers opportunity for personalisation and choice of 
activities e.g., aesthetic activities, indoor and outdoor games.  
 
Factors Impacting on Performance  
Learners will consider how mental, emotional, social and physical factors can influence effectiveness in 
performance. They will create development plans, modify these and justify decisions relating to future 
development needs. 
 
Assessment 
Practical performance: At the end of the course, you will also take part in two performances which is worth 
50% of the overall Higher grade.  
2.5 hour Question paper: this is worth 50% of your overall SQA Higher Grade. 
Pathway Routes 
On successful completion of the Course, learners may wish to pursue further study and/or career options 
related to physical education, such as Higher National Diplomas in sports science, sports coaching or health 
and fitness, or degrees in areas such as physical education, physical activity and health, sport and exercise 
science, health and fitness and physiotherapy. Others may wish to engage in training or employment related to 
personal training or health promotion. 
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Fitness Instructor, Personal trainer , Sports Coaching, Sports Development Officer, Sports Science, 
Sports therapy, 
PE Teacher, Sports Journalism, Gym Instructor, Sports Medicine , Sports Management, Leisure & 
Recreation 
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Why Study Higher Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies? 
Entry Requirements 
 
This course is offered as a S6 only Higher. 
 
There are no specific entry requirements as although pupils will have prior knowledge from Core RE, there is 
no option to study National 5 Religious, Moral, Philosophical Studies. However, a pass in Higher English 
and/or previous study of a Social Subject is considered helpful. 
 
Course Details 
 
The course is made up of three units: 
 

1. World Religions—Christianity  
 
This unit examines the key beliefs and practices which form part of Christianity.  
 
Beliefs: 
 

• Beliefs about God 
• Nature of Humans 
• Beliefs about Jesus 
• Judgement; heaven and hell 

  
Practices: 
 

• Living According to the Gospels 
• Christian Action 
• Christian Community 
• Worship: prayer: Eucharist 

 
2. Morality & Belief—Morality and Justice 

 
This unit allows pupils to analyse and evaluate religious and non-religious responses to moral issues arising 
from the UK Justice system. 
 
Pupils will look at: 
 

• Causes of Crime 
• Purposes of Punishment 
• Responses to Crime e.g. Custodial Sentences 

 
 

3. Religion and Philosophical Questions—Origins  
 
In this unit pupils will examine the differing accounts of the origins of the universe and life given by science 
and religion.  
 

• Role of creator  
• Distinction between literal and metaphorical interpretations of creation accounts  
• Scientific theories: the Big Bang & Evolution  
• Perspectives on the compatibility between reason and faith 
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Assessment 
 
The course assessment is made up of two exam papers as well as an assignment which is completed in 
advance of the exam. 
 
Paper 1: 
 
Christianity (30 marks)  
Morality and Justice (30 marks) 
 
Paper 2: 
 
Origins (20 marks) 
 
Total exam: 80 marks 
 
An additional 30 marks are available from an Assignment which is written on a topic of the candidate’s 
choice with approval from the class teacher. Candidates are asked to research their topic and write an essay 
which analyses and evaluates different viewpoints on the chosen issue. 
 
Pathway Routes   
 
Higher Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies helps you to develop critical thinking skills and an 
understanding of human values and beliefs. These skills are useful in many professions including: 
 
Law 
Caring Professions such as Nursing, Medicine, and Social Work 
Teaching 
Charity Sector  
Civil Service 
Counselling 
Human Resources 
Journalism 
Local Government 
Youth Work  
 

 

  



55 | P a g e  
 

Why Study National 5/Higher Graphic Communication 
 
 
Entry Requirements 
National 5 Requirements 
Entry to this course is possible for S5 and S6 pupils who have passed National 4 Graphic  
Communication or who have successfully completed to a high standard the Graphic Communication  
element of the Applied Design and technology course in S3, or S6 pupils who have a very good level of 
transferrable manual sketching and drawing skills previously gained in Art and Design. 
 
Higher Requirements 
Entry to this course is possible for pupils who have at least an A or B pass in Graphic Communication  
at National 5. 
 
Course Details 
 
 Mandatory units  
2d Graphic Communication  
3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication 
 
Assessment 
 
An assignment – worth just over a third of the final mark 
A final exam – worth just under two thirds of the final mark 
 
 
Pathway Routes 
With a graphic communication degree, you could work in the following: 

• Illustration. 
• Photography. 
• Animation. 
• Desktop publishing. 
• Graphic design. 
• Drafting. 
• Art direction. 
• Industrial design.      etc 
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Why study Higher Administration and IT? 
 
The Higher Administration and IT course is more than just a subject; it develops skills for life, learning and work. 
Administration is a rapidly growing sector that spans across the entire economy, offering a wealth of diverse 
career options. Moreover, the skills you gain in administration and IT are incredibly versatile, extending far beyond 
employment into every aspect of life. 
 
Choosing Higher Administration and IT is not just about gaining qualifications; it's about becoming a valuable 
asset in any organisation, equipped with advanced skills and knowledge. 
Entry Requirements 
 
This course is available to S5/6 learners who have a good level of numeracy. 
Course Details 
 
The Course Enables Learners To: 

• Develop a deep understanding of workplace administration and its critical importance. 
• Master a range of advanced IT skills for efficient information processing and management. 
• Develop skills digital skills to communicate complex information effectively. 
• Acquire essential skills in event organisation and management, 

 
Learners will also develop the skills to manage the organisation of events, comply with relevant health, safety and 
security legislation and workplace procedures and the ability to solve problems in the context of administration.  
The Course will support learners’ personal and social development and will serve them very well in their day-to-
day lives, as well as preparing them for the next stage in their education and for entering the world of work.  

The course includes three mandatory units:  

• Administrative Theory and Practice,  
• IT Solutions for Administrators,  
• Communication in Administration,  

It supports the development of Real World digital skills. From complying with health, safety, and security 
regulations to problem-solving in administrative contexts, learners will develop practical skills that are highly 
valued in the workplace.The course supports not only academic growth but also personal and social 
development, preparing students for further education and the professional world. 
Assessment 
Throughout the year, students will be assessed on: 

• Administrative Theory and Practice 
• IT Solutions for Administrators 
• Communication in Administration 

 
To achieve an overall award at Higher Level, students must pass Unit Assessments and complete a combination 
of a question paper (30% of the final grade) and an Administration and IT-based assignment (70% of the final 
grade). 
Pathway Routes: 

• HNC/HND courses. 
• Degree courses in most Universities. 
• Employment in Administration based industries 
• Administration based Modern Apprenticeships 
• Further Education  

 
Choosing Higher Administration and IT is not just about gaining qualifications; it's about becoming a valuable 
asset in any organisation, equipped with advanced digital skills and knowledge. 
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Why Study AH English ?  
 
Studying Advanced Higher English gives learners the opportunity to further their critical thinking, analysis 
and evaluation skills.  These are skills which are vital for the modern world of work.  Learners also have the 
opportunity to develop sophisticated writing skills which allows for self-expression of ideas and opinions.  It 
allows for an exploration of the learner’s own and others’ culture.  Finally, learners are exposed to the quality 
of literature and type of learning they would get at University. 
Entry Requirements:   
Young people should have successfully completed Higher English and have an enjoyment of reading. 
 
 
Course Details: 
 
Learners will apply analytical and evaluative skills to a wide range of literary texts and will develop the ability 
to understand complex texts and produce high quality writing pieces.  
Learners will display and show these skills through a deep analysis and evaluation through a minimum of 
four texts.  They will also have the opportunity to independently research these texts to further their 
knowledge.  Learners will demonstrate their writing skills through developing and editing their own creative, 
reflective, informative or persuasive writing piece. 
 
 
Assessment 
 
Exam 

1. Literary Study- one Comparative Critical Essay 1hr 30mins (20 marks) 
2. Textual Analysis- one essay on an unseen passage 1hr 20mins (20 marks) 

 
Coursework 

1. Portfolio- one piece of Discursive OR Creative Writing (30 marks) 
2. Dissertation- one piece of writing demonstrating an in-depth knowledge and understanding of 

complex and sophisticated literary text/s 2500-3500 words (30 marks) 
 
 
 
Pathway Routes  
 
Can help you go onto Further and Higher Education particularly if you are looking to study the Arts or 
Humanities 
 
Useful for careers in: Law, Education, Journalism, Social Work, Marketing, Public 
Relations, Media, Politics, Psycholgy 
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Why Study N5 Woodworking 
Entry Requirements 
 
Preferably National 4 Practical woodworking or Practical metalworking, although entry without these 
qualifications is possible. 
 
 
Course Details 
 
The course consists of the following three mandatory units: 
 
Flat frame construction 
Carcase Construction 
Machining and finishing 
 
Assessment 
 
 
Practical Activity- 70marks (70%)  
 
The practical activity is a large practical assessment where pupils must follow drawings produced by the 
SQA to make a wooden artifact.  Pupils will be assessed on a wide range of practical skills developed 
throughout the course, and must work to a tolerance of 1mm.  
 
Final Exam- 60 marks, scaled down to 30 marks. (30%) 
 
 
Pathway Routes 
 
Carpenter, joiner, furniture designer, furniture maker, construction operative, set designer, shop fitter.  
The skills gained on the course can also benefit anyone interested in any field of design or engineering, and 
those who wish to enter a trade after school.  Some other occupations demand high levels of manual 
dexterity and fine motor control which this course helps to build.   
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Why Study N5 Metalworking 
Entry Requirements 
 
Preferably National 4 Practical metalworking or Practical woodworking, although entry without these 
qualifications is possible. 
 
Course Details 
 
The course consists of the following three mandatory units: 
 
Bench Skills 
Machine Skills 
Thermal joining and fabrication 
 
 
Assessment 
 
Practical Activity- 70marks (70%)  
 
The practical activity is a large practical assessment where pupils must follow drawings produced by the 
SQA to make a metal artifact.  Pupils will be assessed on a wide range of practical skills developed 
throughout the course, and must work to a range of tight tolerances.  
 
Final Exam- 60 marks, scaled down to 30 marks. (30%) 
 
 
Pathway Routes 
 
Sheet metal worker, Vehicle bodywork repair, machinist, toolmaker, welder, fabricator, blacksmith, farrier,  
mold maker, Die maker, Pattern maker, Boiler maker, Steel erector, pipefitter, CNC machinist  
The skills gained on the course can also benefit anyone interested in any field of design or engineering, and 
those who wish to enter a trade after school.  Some other occupations demand high levels of manual 
dexterity and fine motor control which this course helps to build.   
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Why study Higher Music? 

 

➢ Crash Higher will be on an individual audition basis 

Purpose & Aims  

The course provides candidates with a broad practical experience of performing, creating and understanding 
music. It enables them to work independently or in collaboration with others, and can help them to plan and 
organise, to make decisions, and to take responsibility for their own learning. The course aims to enable 
candidates to: broaden their knowledge and understanding of music and musical literacy by listening to music 
and identifying level-specific music concepts, signs and symbols, create original music using compositional 
methods, perform music. 

 

Who is This Course For? 

The course is suitable for candidates with an interest in developing their understanding and skills in music. It 
allows them to consolidate and reinforce prior skills, knowledge and understanding of music developed through 
other qualifications or experience. It also provides a pathway for those who want to progress to higher levels of 
study. The course takes account of the needs of different candidates and can be contextualised to suit a diverse 
range of needs, interests and aspirations. There is considerable scope for personalisation and choice through 
the activities of performing, creating and listening to music, and through opportunities for using music 
technology to create music. 

 

Playing a Musical Instrument: 
• increases the capacity of your memory. 
• refines your time management and organizational skills. 
• boosts your team skills. 
• teaches you perseverance. 
• enhances your coordination. 
• improves your reading and comprehension skills. 
• increases your responsibility. 
• sharpens your concentration. 
• fosters your self-expression and can relieve stress. 
• creates a sense of achievement. 
• promotes your social skills. 
• boosts your listening skills. 
• teaches you discipline. 
• elevates your performance skills. 
• promotes well-being in your life. 
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Course Details 
❖ You will be expected to attend free instrument lessons weekly from one of our allocated North 

Lanarkshire Instrumental Music Service if you chose to perform on any of the following instruments: 
o Bagpipes 
o Brass 
o Drum Kit  
o Guitar 
o Snare Drum 
o Strings 
o Woodwind 

❖ Other classroom instruments include: 
o Bass Guitar  
o Keyboard 
o Tuned Percussion: Glockenspiel / Timpani Drums / Xylophone 
o Ukulele 
o Voice 

❖ All woodwind and brass learners are strongly encouraged to play in the concert band to develop their 
literacy skills, aural awareness, general musicianship skills and most importantly their confidence.  

❖ Senior Phase singers are strongly encouraged to audition for ‘Schola Cantorum’ to develop their vocal 
warm up techniques, harmony skills, aural awareness, general musicianship skills and most importantly 
their confidence. 

 
Assessment 
Qualification Structure  

The standard of performance required is Grade 4 and is a natural progression from National 5, which was Grade 
3.  

Performance: 50% of your overall award will be from a live performance exam in front of an examiner, where 
you will play a 12-minute program using both your specialist instruments 

Understanding Music: 35% of your overall award will be from a listening exam in May  

Composition: 15% of your overall award will be from your submission of an original composition you have 
written and review to go with it. 

 
Pathway Routes: 
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Why study Advanced Higher Music? 

 

➢ Crash Advanced Higher will be on an individual audition basis 

Purpose & Aims  

The course provides candidates with a broad practical experience of performing, creating and understanding 
music. It enables them to work independently or in collaboration with others, and can help them to plan and 
organise, to make decisions, and to take responsibility for their own learning. The course aims to enable 
candidates to: broaden their knowledge and understanding of music and music literacy by listening to music, 
analysing and identifying music concepts, signs and symbols, create original music or arrange existing music, 
using compositional methods, perform music   

 

Who is This Course For? 

The course is suitable for candidates with an interest in developing their understanding and skills in music. It 
allows them to consolidate and reinforce skills, knowledge and understanding of music developed through 
other qualifications or experience. It provides a pathway for those who want to progress to more specialised 
training, further and higher education, or entry into a diverse range of occupations and careers. The course takes 
account of the needs of different candidates and can be contextualised to suit a diverse range of needs, 
interests and aspirations. There is considerable scope for personalisation and choice through the activities of 
performing, creating, listening to and analysing music, and through opportunities for using music technology to 
create or arrange music. 

 

Playing a Musical Instrument: 
• increases the capacity of your memory. 
• refines your time management and organizational skills. 
• boosts your team skills. 
• teaches you perseverance. 
• enhances your coordination. 
• improves your reading and comprehension skills. 
• increases your responsibility. 
• sharpens your concentration. 
• fosters your self-expression and can relieve stress. 
• creates a sense of achievement. 
• promotes your social skills. 
• boosts your listening skills. 
• teaches you discipline. 
• elevates your performance skills. 
• promotes well-being in your life. 

 
 
 
Course Details 
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❖ You will be expected to attend free instrument lessons weekly from one of our allocated North 
Lanarkshire Instrumental Music Service if you chose to perform on any of the following instruments: 

o Bagpipes 
o Brass 
o Drum Kit  
o Guitar 
o Snare Drum 
o Strings 
o Woodwind 

❖ Other classroom instruments include: 
o Bass Guitar  
o Keyboard 
o Tuned Percussion: Glockenspiel / Timpani Drums / Xylophone 
o Ukulele 
o Voice 

 
❖  All woodwind and brass learners are strongly encouraged to play in the concert band to develop their 

literacy skills, aural awareness, general musicianship skills and most importantly their confidence.  
❖ Senior Phase singers are strongly encouraged to audition for ‘Schola Cantorum’ to develop their vocal 

warm up techniques, harmony skills, aural awareness, general musicianship skills and most importantly 
their confidence. 

 
Assessment 
Qualification Structure  

The standard of performance required is Grade 5 and is a natural progression from Higher, which was Grade 4. 

Performance: 50% of your overall award will be from a live performance exam in front of an examiner, where 
you will play a 15-minute program using both your specialist instruments 

Understanding Music: 35% of your overall award will be from a listening exam in May  

Assignment: 15% of your overall award will be from composing, reviewing the creative process and analysing a 
chosen piece of music 

Candidates will be encouraged to perform at a very special, annual Advanced Higher Music Recital in Taylor High 
School. 

Pathway Routes: 
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Why study National Progression Award in Musical Theatre? Purpose & Aims 
The principal aims of the National Progression Award in Musical Theatre are outlined below and enable the 
learner to:  

✓ develop a range of skills associated with the triple discipline of Musical Theatre practice  
✓ develop a range of appropriate skills in voice, movement and acting  
✓ develop specific skills for presentation at audition  
✓ apply combined practical skills in audition format  
✓ develop self-presentation skills  
✓ work in rehearsal and performance creatively and innovatively  
✓ develop self-evaluation skills, enabling professional development  
✓ develop the ability to work independently and in groups  
✓ develop professional attitudes 

The NPA also aims to allow candidates to:  

✓ develop communication and interpersonal skills  
✓ develop skills in music and acting.  

This course is internally assessed, therefore does not have a final exam.  

This course would suit a learner who has a keen interest and ability in singing. 

An NPA is an SCQF Level 6, which is the equivalent of a Higher C pass. 

 
Assessment 
 
Qualification Structure  

NPA Musical Theatre comprises of 3 internally assessed units: 

1. Acting through song 

And a choice of 2 of the following units: 

 Theatre Performers: Solo Singing Skills 
 Theatre Performers: Group Singing Skills 
 Preparation for audition 
❖ Senior Phase singers are strongly encouraged to audition for ‘Schola Cantorum’ to develop their vocal 

warm up techniques, harmony skills, aural awareness, general musicianship skills and most importantly 
their confidence. 
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Pathway Routes: 
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Why study National 5 Music Technology? 
 
Purpose & Aims  

The purpose of the National 5 Music Technology course is to enable candidates to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of music technology and music concepts, particularly those relevant to 20th and 21st century 
music. Candidates develop technical and creative skills through practical learning. The course provides 
opportunities for candidates to develop their interest in music technology and to develop skills and knowledge 
relevant to the needs of the music industry. The course aims to enable candidates to:  develop skills in the 
analysis of music in the context of a range of 20th and 21st century musical styles and genres  develop an 
understanding of aspects of the music industry, including a basic awareness of implications of intellectual 
property rights  develop skills in the use of music technology hardware and software to capture and manipulate 
audio  use music technology creatively in sound production in a range of contexts  critically reflect on their 
own work and that of others 

  

Who is This Course For? 

This course is suitable for candidates with a broad interest in music and for candidates with a specific interest 
in music technology and 20th and 21st century music. It also provides a pathway for those who want to progress 
to higher levels of study. The course is practical and experiential in nature and there is considerable scope for 
personalisation and choice through the contexts for learning. It can be contextualised to suit a diverse range of 
candidate needs, interests and aspirations. 

 
 
 
Course Details 
 
Taylor High School Music Department use a Digital Audio Workstation called Mixcraft on PC’s alongside the use 
of MIDI keyboards and microphones. 
 
Developing an Understanding of 20th and 21st Century Music  
 
Candidates develop knowledge and understanding of 20th and 21st century styles and genres of music, and an 
understanding of how music technology has influenced and been influenced by developments in 20th and 21st 
century music. They develop an understanding of aspects of the music industry, including a basic awareness of 
the implications of intellectual property rights. They also develop listening skills, enabling them to identify a 
range of genres and styles and their main attributes, and relevant music concepts in the context of 20th and 21st 
century music.  
 
Developing Music Technology Skills  
 
Throughout the course, candidates develop a range of skills and techniques relating to the creative use of music 
technology hardware and software to capture and manipulate audio. These skills include using appropriate 
audio input devices, applying microphone placement techniques, constructing the signal path for multiple 
inputs, setting input gain and monitoring levels, overdubbing and editing tracks, equalisation, time domain and 
other effects, and mixing techniques.  
 
Music Technology Contexts  
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Candidates gain experience in using music technology skills to capture and manipulate audio and sequenced 
data and mix down to an audio master in appropriate file format, in a range of contexts such as live performance, 
radio broadcast, composing and/or sound design for film, audiobooks and computer gaming. 
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Assessment 
Qualification Structure 

• Understanding Music: 30% of your overall award will be from listening exam in May about Music from 
the 20th and 21st Century 

• Assignment: 70% of your overall award will be from your submission of two projects, which could be a 
Radio Broadcast, Multi Track or Live Recording of a performance, Sound Design and Foley for a film or 
Sound Design for a video game or audiobook.  

 

 
Pathway Routes: 
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Why study Higher Music Technology? 
 

Taylor High School Music Department use a Digital Audio Workstation called Mixcraft on PC’s alongside the use 
of MIDI keyboards and microphones. 
 
Purpose and Aims  

Candidates develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of music technology and music concepts, 
particularly those relevant to 20th and 21st century music. They develop technical and creative skills through 
practical learning. The course provides opportunities for candidates to develop their interest in music 
technology and to develop skills and knowledge relevant to the needs of the creative industries. The course aims 
to enable candidates to:  

•  develop skills in the analysis of music in the context of 20th and 21st century musical styles and genres  
• develop a broad understanding of the music industry, including an awareness of the implications of 

intellectual property rights  
• develop skills in the use of music technology hardware and software to capture and manipulate audio  
• use music technology creatively in sound production in a range of contexts  
• critically reflect on their own work and that of others  

Who is this course for?  

The course is suitable for candidates with a broad interest in music as well as those with a specific interest in 
music technology and 20th and 21st century music. It also provides a pathway for those who want to progress 
to higher levels of study. The course is practical and experiential in nature and there is considerable scope for 
personalisation and choice through the contexts for learning. It can be contextualised to suit a diverse range of 
candidate needs, interests and aspirations. 

 
 
 
Course Details 
 
Developing an understanding of 20th and 21st century music 
 
Candidates develop knowledge and understanding of 20th and 21st century styles and genres of music, and an 
understanding of how music technology has influenced, and been influenced by, developments in 20th and 21st 
century music and by key innovators. They develop an understanding of aspects of the music industry, including 
an understanding of the implications of, and the need to protect, intellectual property rights. They also develop 
listening skills, enabling them to identify a wide range of genres and styles and their main attributes, and a wide 
range of relevant music concepts in the context of 20th and 21st century music.  
 
Developing music technology skills  
 
 
Throughout the course, candidates develop a range of skills and techniques relating to the creative use of music 
technology hardware and software to capture and manipulate audio. These skills include selecting and using 
appropriate audio input devices and sources; applying microphone placement techniques; designing and 
constructing the signal path for multiple inputs; setting input gain and monitoring levels; overdubbing and 
editing tracks; applying creative and corrective equalisation, dynamics processing, time domain and other 
effects; applying a range of mixing techniques; and editing multiple takes into a single take.  
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Music technology contexts  
 
Candidates gain experience in using a wide range of music technology skills to capture and manipulate audio 
and sequenced data, and mix down to an audio master in an appropriate file format, in a range of contexts such 
as radio broadcast, composing and/or sound design for film, audiobooks and computer gaming 
 
Assessment 
 
Qualification Structure 

• Understanding Music: 30% of your overall award will be from listening exam in May about Music from 
the 20th and 21st Century 

• Assignment: 70% of your overall award will be from your submission of two projects, which could be a 
Radio Broadcast, Multi Track or Live Recording of a performance, Sound Design and Foley for a film or 
Sound Design for a video game or audiobook.  

 

 

 
Pathway Routes: 
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Why Study NPA Health Sector Level 5? 
This course prepares candidates for working in the health sector and develop employability skills values by 
employers. Candidates will develop a range of knowledge and skills required in this vocational area. 
Candidates will also investigate a range of job roles and career opportunities as well as participating in a job 
interview. 

Candidates will also develop a wide range of skills, including research and self-evaluation skills. Emphasis 
throughout all units is on the employability skills and attitudes which will help prepare candidates for the 
workplace 

 
 
Course Entry Requirements 
Entry to the course is normally one or more of the following. 
National 4 or 5 in Biology, Chemistry or Physics.  
 
Course Details 
The Health Sector Course consists of the following units  

• Employability Skills in the Health Sector 
• Medical Devices and Pharmaceuticals  
• Improving Health and Well-being  
• Physiology of the Cardiovascular System  

 
Assessment 
Assessment of this course can be carried out using a range of different methods including a folio of written 
and/or oral evidence. This will be collected throughout the year and is verified by the SQA. 

There is no external assessment for this course. Learners must successfully complete each unit to achieve 
the course.  

 
Pathway Routes 
The course develops both practical and employability skills and is useful for careers in health care within the 
following sectors: 

• NHS – Primary and secondary care 
• Pharmaceutical industries 
• Life sciences 
• Community healthcare  
• Voluntary service 
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Why Study to become a Young STEM Leader level5/6 
The Young STEM leader award at level 5/6 is a formal qualification, credit rated by the SQA, that enables 
young people to support, engage and inspire others in STEM in 
their schools, communities or youth groups. On completion of 
these awards, YSLs will be able to plan, lead and evaluate STEM 
activities, events and interactions. 
YSL award focusses on identifying current and future opportunities 
in STEM that are available to young people locally, nationally and 
internationally. YSLs will deliver activities, events or interactions 
which share these current and future opportunities with others. In 
addition, YSLs are encouraged to explore their own potential in 
STEM and how they may access the opportunities that STEM offers. 
 
 
Entry Requirements 
Entry to the course is normally one or more of the following. 
National 4 or 5 in any of the Science subjects 
 
Course Details 
Task 1 – Skills and qualities required for STEM leadership. 

Task 2 – Set an action plan to develop STEM leadership skills, qualities and 
behaviours. 

Task 3 – Identify the challenges involved with promoting opportunities in STEM. 

Task 4 -  Duty of care in STEM activities, events or interactions.  

Task 5 – Identifying risks in STEM activities events or interactions. 

Task 6 – Plan lead and evaluate STEM activities, events and interactions. 

 
Assessment 
Assessment of the course is through a range of methods including a log book for each task, practical 
activities supported by assessor observations checklists as well as self evaluations.  

Evidence is collected in a log book throughout the course and verified by the tutor assessor.  There is no final 
written examination. 

Pathway Routes 
Careers in STEM subjects – Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
 

 

  



75 | P a g e  
 

Why Study Higher History? 
 
The study of History at Higher level will equip pupils with the skills, knowledge and understanding necessary 
in contemporary society. Pupils are encouraged to consider major issues and to acquire a deeper knowledge 
and understanding of the present-day world and its connections with the past. 
Entry Requirements 
Higher History candidates should have achieved a grade A or B at National 5 level in History or another Social 
Subject 
 
Course Details 
Pupils will study three units in Higher History as follows: 
British  
Britain, 1851-1951 
British democracy 
Women and the vote 
Liberal Reforms 
Labour Reforms 
 
Scottish 
Migration and Empire, 1830-1939 
Scottish migration 
Immigration to Scotland 
The impact of Scotland on the British Empire 
The impact of the British Empire on Scotland 
 
European and World 
USA, 1918-1968 
Immigration to the USA 
Early Civil rights in the USA  
The development and impact of the Civil Rights Movement 
 
Assessment 
Higher History pupils will sit a final exam and regular class assessments. They will also complete and 
independent Assignment task on a topic of their choice, which constitutes 27% of their final grade. 
 
Pathways 
Teaching  
Law 
Journalism and Broadcasting 
Historian 
Research and policy 
Politics 

 

  



76 | P a g e  
 

 

Why Study Advanced Higher History? 
The study of History at Advanced Higher level will equip pupils with the skills, knowledge and understanding 
necessary in contemporary society. Pupils are encouraged to consider major issues and to acquire a deeper 
knowledge and understanding of the present-day world and its connections with the past. 
 
Entry Requirements 
Advanced Higher History candidates should have achieved a grade A or B in Higher History. 
Course Details 
 
Advanced Higher History candidates will study one unit in detail: 
 
Germany: From democracy to dictatorship, 1918-1939 
The German Revolution and the Weimar Republic 
The Treaty of Versailles 
Political and Economic crisis 
The Stresemann Era 
Collapse of the Weimar Republic 
Nazi consolidation of power 
Nazi Regime 
Volksgemeinschaft 
Economic and Foreign Policies 
Resistance to the regime 
 
Assessment 
Candidates will sit a final exam as well as regular class assessments. They must also complete an 
independent Dissertation on a topic of their choice from the above unit. This constitutes 36% of their final 
grade. 
 
Pathway Routes 
Law 
Journalism and Broadcasting 
Teaching 
Research and Policy 
Historian 
Sociology 
Psychology 
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Why study NPA National 5 Criminology? 
This National Progression Award (NPA) introduces learners to criminology, including its history, the role of 
the media and crime prevention. It develops knowledge and understanding of the way crime and criminal 
justice operates. 
Course Details 
The course consists of one mandatory unit and two optional units: 
Mandatory 
Crime and the community 
Optional 
Modern Studies: Social Issues in the United Kingdom 
The History and Development of Criminology 
Forensic Science – May be run in conjunction with the Science Faculty 
Crime Scenes 
 
 
Entry Requirements 
There is no specific entry requirement however it would be preferable for Criminology candidates to have 
achieved a National 4 award in at least one Social Subject e.g. Modern Studies. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment will be a combination of practical and knowledge assessments under closed- and open-book 
assessment conditions.  
 
Pathway Routes 
Police 
Law  
Teaching 
Criminology 
Sociology 
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Why Study Practical Cake Craft? 
Entry Requirements 
Candidates should have achieved the fourth curriculum level, National 5 Practical Cookery, National 5 
Health & Food Technology, or equivalent qualifications and/or experience prior to starting this course.  

Course Details 
The course, which is practical and experiential in nature, develops a range of cake baking and finishing skills 
in hospitality-related contexts. It enables candidates to develop, consolidate and demonstrate creative 
techniques in the production of cakes and other baked items. It develops the thinking skills of 
understanding, analysing, and evaluating, and creating. Aspects of numeracy, employability skills, and the 
ability to work safely and hygienically are similarly developed.   

The candidates develop knowledge of methods of cake production and functional properties of ingredients 
used in the production of a range of cakes and other baked items. The candidates acquire skills in baking a 
range of cakes and other baked items, demonstrating specialist skills, techniques and processes safely and 
hygienically.   

The candidates further develop the ability to finish a range of cakes and other baked items safely and 
hygienically. In the finishing processes candidates apply specialised skills and creative techniques.   

Assessment 
 
This course has 3 components:  

Question paper- 25 marks  
The purpose of the question paper is to assess breadth of knowledge from across the course, depth of 
understanding, and application of this knowledge and understanding to answer appropriately challenging 
questions. The question paper requires candidates to draw on and apply knowledge and understanding of a 
sample of all the areas listed in the table below.   
 
Assignment- 30 marks  
The purpose of the assignment is to assess practical application of knowledge and skills from across the 
course to design and make a cake for a given brief. It will assess candidates’ skills in designing, 
implementing and evaluating a product.    
 
Practical Activity- 70 marks  
The assignment and practical activity are inter-related and will be assessed using one activity. Candidates 
will carry out one task — designing, planning, making, finishing and evaluating a cake which will provide 
evidence for both components. 
Pathway Routes 
National 5 Practical Cookery or National 5 Health & Food Technology. 

Baker, Cake decorator, Caterer, Food design and artistry, Patisserie, Confectioner, Catering manager.  

Students wishing to study dentistry or medicine may consider this course as they would gain  
skills and evidence of working with fine intricate tools to a high standard of precision.  
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Why Study Sports Leadership?  
Entry Requirements 
S6 pupils only.  
 
Course Details 
The main emphasis of the Sports Leadership course is to develop the communication and organisational 
skills required to become an effective coach.  You require to have a genuine interest in sport but do not need 
to be a high level performer.  The course activities will be decided in conjunction with the students at the 
start of the year. The award is designed for learners who take, or plan to take, a leading role in their activities. 

The course has two units of work: 

- Leadership: An introduction 
- Leadership in Practice  

S6 students will have the opportunity to complete a placement at a local primary school.  

 

 
 
Assessment 
The course is assessed throughout the year with pupils building a portfolio of evidence.  
 
Pathway Routes 
Fitness Instructor, Personal trainer, Sports Coach, Sports Development Officer, Gym Instructor, Leisure and 
recreation.  
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Why Study Sports and Fitness  
Entry Requirements 
N4 and N5 PE  
 
 
 
Course Details 
This practical based aspect of the course offers pupils the opportunity to develop their performance levels in 
a variety of sports such as Basketball, Hockey, Handball, Badminton and others.  Pupils will work to improve 
their skill level, tactical knowledge of the game, sportsmanship and rules of the sport.  Within this area of the 
course pupils will be able to achieve their National 5 or Higher Performance Unit based on their level of 
performance. 

 
 
Assessment 
Pupils will be assessed throughout the year.  
 
 
Pathway Routes 
N5 or Higher PE  
S6 Sports Leadership  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Study Barista?  
Entry Requirements 
N5 Practical Cookery or S6 pupils  
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Course Details 
This qualification covers areas such as the different types of coffees and other beverages typically served by 
a barista. Setting up, operating, cleaning and closing down specialist equipment is also covered. Learners 
will have the opportunity to apply their knowledge and skills by preparing and serving different hot and cold 
beverages. 
 
Outcome 1  
Demonstrate knowledge of coffee and other beverages served by a barista.  
Performance criteria  
(a) Briefly describe how coffee is produced  
(b) State the main coffee characteristics and flavour profiles  
(c) Describe different styles of coffee and how they should be served  
(d) Describe how to solve common problems that can occur when preparing coffee  
(e) Identify a range of other beverages and state how they should be served  
(f) Identify allergens that may be found in coffee and other beverages and suggest substitute ingredients  
(g) State the storage conditions for coffee and other beverages  
Outcome 2  
Prepare and serve a range of coffees and other hot beverages using specialist equipment.  
Performance criteria  
(a) Prepare and serve a range of coffees, teas and milk-based hot beverages using specialist equipment  
(b) Demonstrate allergen awareness and safe and hygienic working practices  
Outcome 3  
Prepare and serve a range of cold beverages using specialist equipment.  
Performance criteria  
(a) Prepare and serve a range of frappes, iced teas, smoothies and juices using specialist equipment  
(b) Demonstrate allergen awareness and safe and hygienic working practices 
 
Assessment 
 
Assessment is completed throughout the year through a portfolio of work and practical assessments.  
 
Pathway Routes 
With experience, you could become a store manager, then regional manager, with a coffee retail chain or 
franchise. 
There may also be opportunities to move into barista staff training; equipment maintenance; coffee tasting 
and buying; product development and marketing. 
You could become self-employed and open your own coffee shop. 

 

 

 


