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St. Patrick’s Primary School and Nursery aims to be a school where children’s rights are at the heart of our ethos, to improve wellbeing and develop every child to their full potential. As part of this plan we are working towards recognition as a ‘Rights Respecting School’, an award given to schools on behalf of Unicef UK. 
                     What is a Rights Respecting School?
Unicef is a global charity which protects and supports children. In 1989, governments across the world agreed that all children have the same rights by adopting the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The Rights Respecting Schools Award (RRSA) recognises achievement in putting the UNCRC at the heart of a school’s planning, policies, practice and ethos. It is a series of three levels of award that schools work towards achieving:
Bronze, Silver and Gold
The UNCRC is a statement of children’s rights. It has 54 articles that cover all areas of a child’s life and it sets out the political, civil, economic, social and cultural rights that all children are entitled to.
        What do schools have to do to become a Rights Respecting School? 
To achieve any one of the Rights Respecting School awards schools have to demonstrate a commitment to placing the rights of the child at the centre of everything we do throughtout the school and in all areas of school life.
In Rights Respecting Schools children’s rights are promoted and realised. Adults (Duty Bearers) and children (Rights Holders) work together towards this goal. 
We are committed to learn about children’s rights and put them into practice every day.




Rights Respecting Progress so far…
Intention to work towards RRSA Silver:Rights Aware award included within school Annual Improvement Plan 
Following consultation with all pupils, staff and parents Our School Vision and Values were relaunched. The Values permeate throughout the school
All classes have committed to creating a class charter this year linked to UNCRC rights and displayed in all classes.
Rights Respecting Pupil Steering Committee have implemented the following action points over the last academic year:
· Petey the Rights Respecting Mascot incorporated into Rights of the Month signage and displayed throughout the schoool
· identified ways to incorporate Petey into the life of the school including Class of the Week competition which the children organise and select the winner each week
· Ran a competition to create a new monthly Rights award. The children planned and organised the competition themselves selecting the name Rights Hero 
· Worked collaboratively with the Pupil Digital Leaders to create new certificates for our School Values awards
· Launched the new monthly Rights Hero Award at Assembly, children have taken responsibility for organising the award every month
· Created a yearly Right of the Month calendar 
· have been instrumental in helping to create new charters for the playground. They sought the views of all pupils and staff before agreeing on the Charter

Next Steps…
Teaching staff will continue to identify opportunities to promote and teach Rights/Articles within their classes. 
Regular assemblies will link to our Rights Respecting work
The Rights Respecting Pupil Steering Committee:
· Create rotas for the new academic year for all awards
· Have suggested they plan mini ‘Rights’ lessons to work with all classes to support children in identifying different articles and understand their rights, these lessons will take place after the October holiday
· Will work with Miss McManus to create an updated action plan for Silver:Rights Aware based 
· 
Parents were previously asked to contribute to our Rights work but unfortunately no one volunteered. If this is something you are able to support the school with please contact the school office. We would love to have you involved in our Rights work.
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