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Head Teacher’s Introduction  
  
Pupils in the current S4 and S5 year groups will be making choices about their chosen curriculum 
subjects in S5 and S6. Current S4 pupils choose 2 subjects to ‘drop’, taking them from 7 subjects to 5. 
Current S5 pupils choose 5 subjects/curriculum activities for their final stage experience in S6. 
 
The Senior Phase, S4 through to S6, provides pupils with a 3-year programme of study to develop 
their skills, and to achieve the necessary qualifications for their chosen future.  
 
This booklet summarises key SQA courses in order to help pupils and families make the most 
appropriate curriculum choices. This booklet contains the “In A Nutshell” course summaries provided 
by the National Parent Forum of Scotland for courses at National 5 and Higher level, and highlights 
the skills, opportunities and assessments in each course. For courses not summarised in this booklet, 
pupils can speak with the relevant subject teacher if required.  
  
Pupils should give their first thought to their intended destinations after school, whether that is in 
employment, training, college or university. The key question for pupils is whether their curriculum 
choices match their aspirations for life after school 
 
The Curriculum Framework for pupils in S3-6 is as follows: 
 

• In S1/2, all pupils undertake a Broad General Education across all curriculum areas. 

• In S3, all pupils personalise their Broad General Education and choose 8 subjects across all 
curriculum areas.  

• In S4, all pupils study 7 subjects including English/Literacy and Maths/Numeracy (chosen 
from their 8 subjects studied in S3). 

• In S5, all pupils study 5 subjects (chosen from their 7 subjects studied in S4).  

• In S6, pupils study 5 subjects (with bespoke arrangements for Advanced Highers). S6 pupils 
are guided to appropriately complete their Senior Phase, "topping up" achievements from 
S4/5 and adding value to their existing achievements.  

• In addition, all pupils experience core experiences in Religious Education (RE) & Health & 
Wellbeing (through conference inputs across the year) 

 
I hope the course information in this booklet is useful to pupils and parents/carers. If any further 
information is required during the course choice process, please get in touch with the Pupil Support 
Teacher in the first instance.  
 
K O’Connor 
Head Teacher  
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

   



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

Cyber Security NPA Level 4/5 

 

What will I learn in this subject?   

The National Progression Award in Cyber Security at SCQF levels 4 and 5 provide 

foundation knowledge and skills in data security, digital forensics and ethical hacking — and 

provide a skills pipeline into the cyber security industry. 

This award is designed to raise awareness of cyber security and fill the current skills gap in 

this field. It will encourage learners to improve their cyber hygiene and enable them to 

identify security weakness safely, legally and ethically. They will also help learners to 

contribute more safely to virtual communities. 

The course is the first school-based national qualifications in cyber security to be developed 

and will prepare learners for further studies and future employment in this area. 

 

Skills 

During the course you will build your skills: 

• Awareness of digital security and hygiene 

• Ethics and law in the digital world 

• Digital forensics 

• Ethical Hacking Skills 

Cyber Security at SCQF levels 4 and 5 aim to develop digital skills and awareness needed 

across a broad range of scenarios in education and beyond and is an ideal stepping-stone to 

help prepare students for the challenges of SCQF level 6 in S5 and S6 which is the 

equivalent of Higher level. 

 

Aims 

The course aims to enable learners to: 

• develop knowledge and awareness of data security and data handling and storage 

• develop digital forensic skills in the location and recovery of files and media 

• develop Ethical hacking skills. 

• identify security weaknesses and how to address these. 

• apply safe working practices in a digital environment. 

 

 How can I find out more about Cyber Security? 

Any questions, please see Mr Kerr, Faculty PT (Technologies) 

  



 

Business with Information Technology NPA Level 5 

 

What will I learn in this subject?   

The National Progression Award in Business with Information Technology at SCQF level 5 is 

designed to provide candidates with the fundamental knowledge required for success in 

current and future employment in the business and information technology sector or for 

progression to further academic qualifications. 

The structure provides candidates with fundamental knowledge and skills relating to the 

study of business and information technology, as well as allowing for choice and 

personalisation. 

Skills 

During the course you will build your skills: 

• Information and Communication Technology 

• Critical Thinking 

• Communication and Problem Solving 

Aims 

The course aims to enable learners to: 

• develop candidates’ knowledge and understanding of the role of business in society 

• develop candidates’ knowledge, application and usage of a variety of software 

• provide candidates with the relevant Core Skills for business, administration and 

technology for employment and further study. 

 

 How can I find out more about Business with IT? 

Any questions, please see Mrs Parker, Faculty PT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills for Work: Travel & Tourism SCQF level 4/5 

 



 

What will I learn in this subject?   

The National 5 Skills for Work: Travel and Tourism Course is an introductory qualification in 

travel and tourism. It develops the skills, knowledge and attitudes, needed for work in the 

travel and tourism industry.  

Learners will develop: skills to become effective job-seekers and employees; skills to deal 

effectively with all aspects of customer care and customer service in travel and tourism; the 

product knowledge and skills to deal effectively with customer enquiries in relation to travel 

and tourism in Scotland, the rest of the United Kingdom and worldwide. 

Skills 

During the course you will build your skills: 

• Employability 

• Customer Service 

• Communication and Problem Solving 

Aims 

The course aims to enable learners to: 

• provide learners with a broad introduction to the travel and tourism industry 

• allow learners to experience a range of work related activities in relation to travel and 

tourism industry 

• encourage learners to develop skills for learning and life as well as work build 

learners’ confidence 

• encourage learners to take greater responsibility for their own learning and 

development 

• prepare learners for progression to further education, training or employment 

 

 How can I find out more about Travel & Tourism? 

Any questions, please see Mrs Fulton, Faculty PT  


