
Christmas is fast approaching and it has certainly landed in school!  Amidst all of the
excitement and anticipation, we continue to work with the children to remind them that we
are very much in the Season of Advent. 

Advent is a season of preparation and hope.  It is a time of waiting for the coming of Jesus in
the Manger.  At assembly this week, the children watched an episode of The Mark 10 Mission.  
This is an online resource we use regularly both in class and in assembly.  You may
remember that we had a visit from Greg Finn, the creator of The Mark 10 Mission last session.  
He was a bit of a celebrity at St. John Paul II!  The episode really helped us focus on Advent
and the meaning of this time as we approach Christmas.  We encouraged the children to
consider going to Mass on a Saturday/Sunday during Advent.  This is a great time to go if
you’ve not managed along for a while.

This Newsletter gives you all of the relevant information in the run up to the end of term.  I
look forward to welcoming you to school over the next week!  If you have any questions or
need some support, please do contact me.
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Primary 4-7 had a very enjoyable trip to the
Pantomime on 26th November.  The reports
from them were glowing!  They thoroughly
enjoyed their visit to Airdrie Town Hall.

P1-3 then travelled last Friday to see the
same Pantomime.  Again, they thoroughly
enjoyed it and there was much laughter,
dancing, clapping and “Oh no you’re nots!”

If you have not managed to pay for your
child’s Panto Ticket yet, there is still time
to do so.  This can be done online or via the
school office.  Payments can be made in
January, if this is helpful to you.  You can
also send money into the office, if that is
easier.

If you have more than one child attending
the panto, or if you are unable to pay for
your child, please contact Mr Thomas.
There is no problem and all children will be
able to attend.  We never allow finance to
get in the way of our children having the
best experiences.

I want to thank Mrs Cummings  in particular,
for the excellent effort she put into
organising everything, so that it all went
smoothly.  Thanks to all of the adults who
supported the children too...  it is no easy
task to transport so many children on so
many buses... but everything went very
well.  

Trips to the PantomimeTrips to the Pantomime
Over the last few weeks, we have been bowled
over by the generosity of people in our local
community.  It is a real sign that community
spirit is very much alive!

The local G71 Action Group has (as I’m sure you
might already know) sent us well over £2,500
worth of items from an Amazon Wish List.  Local
people have responded to this call!

We have circulated what we could to families
we thought would need the items.  However, we
may have missed a family.  We don’t always
know when support is required.  If you or
anyone you know needs some Christmas
support, please do contact the school.  Your
request will be confidential.

Please remember that we can support
throughout the year.  We work closely with
partners in the community and they regularly
offer us support both materially and financially.

The recent Food and Household Goods bags
which we left outside the school were donated
by the same G71 group.

We also received a donation of £500 from the
Jimmy Johnstone Celtic Supporters Bus for us
to put towards supporting families who may
find school trips a financial burden.  We will use
this for some of our families as we prepare for
the P7 Residential Trip and the P6 Outdoor
Education Week, as well as the Panto Trip.  We
offered them sincere thanks on behalf of all who
this will help!

Christmas Support for FamiliesChristmas Support for Families



Many congratulations to all of our children in P1-3
for their amazing performances!  

Snowman at Sunset is a classic at St. John Paul II
and it was great to see this latest rendition. 

Toby’s Christmas Drum was performed by our
Primary 1s and 2s.  They did a wonderful job!

Thank you to our amazing staff team for working so
hard together to make it an ejoyable event.

Thank you to everyone who came along to the
performance.

Our children were the real stars of the show and we
thank them for all of their hard work and
entertainment!

P1-3 Christmas Show
took place on

Tuesday 9  December th

at 1:45pm
Wednesday 10  December atth

9:40am

You donated £317 to our bucket
collection.  Thank you!

Thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas Fayre!  Once again, we are
astounded by your generosity and kindness.  Thank you to all of the staff team who
worked so hard to make things go so smoothly, and to our children for making their
wonderful products!  Thank you to everyone who donated items and to our Parent

Council members who attended and ran their stall.  Well done to our Primary 7
children, who were outstanding in their contribution to the day helping to keep

everything running so smoothly.  The Christmas Spirit was flowing!

We look forward to celebrating the 20
Anniversary of the opening of our wonderful
school.  We officially opened in May 2006.
Look out for details in coming Newsletters!

th



We are looking for donations of pre-loved Christmas jumpers and cardigans.  As
many of you will know, we have a number Christmas Jumper Days in the run up to
Christmas, when the children are invited to wear a jumper/cardigan or add
something Christmassy to their uniform.  Uniform should always be worn as well!

Often, children forget.  However, we also recognise that these garments are maybe
only fitting for one year and then children grow out of them.  Why not use a pre-
loved one instead of buying a new one each year?

We can make good use of any garments you send in... no matter what size.

Christmas Jumper Days will take place on the following dates...

Thursday 11  December 2025 th

Christmas Lunch Day & National Christmas Jumper Day

Thursday 18  December 2025th

Last day of term

Children should wear full school uniform on their Panto Day to make them
easily identifiable in a crowd!









Attendance UpdateAttendance Update
During the month of November, our average attendance dropped
significantly to 88%.  In August, it was 94%!  This is a concerning
drop.  Our school target for this year is 92.5%.  You’ll notice that
only 4 out of our 15 classes are green, i.e. they are on track with
their overall attendance.

Parents as
Partners

We loved welcoming so many of you to our recent Parents as Partners
Events for the P4-7 dates.  Thank you so much to those who manged along

on the day and for the wonderful feedback you gave.

If you did not manage to leave feedback, please click HERE so that you can
give use some.  We really appreciate it!

The programme is the same each day:
9am  Tea/Coffee/Biscuits served in the
hall

9:10am  Introduction from Mr Thomas

9:30am  Children arrive to showcase
their work

Tuesday 27  Januaryth

Primary 3A (Miss Williamson)
Primary 3B (Miss Byrne)

Wednesday 28  Januaryth

Primary 2A (Mrs McDade)
Primary 2B (Mrs Mulgrew)

Thursday 29  Januaryth

Primary 1B (Miss Millar)
Primary 1C (Miss Savage)

If you need any help or support, please
contact us and we will be happy to help.

P4A  89%
P4B  87%
P5A  90%
P5B  87%
P6A  92%
P6B  83%
P7A  89%
P7B  84%

P1A  87%
P1B  94%
P1C  89%
P2A  83%
P2B  86%
P3A  96%
P3B  95%

With lot’s of winter flu and bugs around, we know that more children
will be absent from school.  That makes it more important that
children attend on all other days.  Let’s work together to keep
attendance high and late coming/early collection low!

We are now looking forward to welcoming
all of our P1-3 parents and carers in the New

Year!  If this is your first time attending an
event like this, you will NOT be

disappointed.  





Car Park SafetyCar Park Safety

The Parent Council are always looking for new
members and people to come along to their
meetings and events.  Please consider offering a
little of your time to support the Parent Council
who work so hard to support our children and
our school. 

The time commitment is minimum but the
impact is huge!

Next Event:  Running a raffle at the Christmas
Shows
Next Meeting:  Tuesday 13  January at 6pmth

Contact:  stjohnpauliipc@gmail.com

Could you support our Parent

Council?

Could you support our Parent
Council?

We continue to be
concerned about the
parking issues in school
grounds.  We need your
help and support with this.
Please do consider your
own parking behaviours and
make sure that you are
playing your own part in our
Car Park Safety.  If everyone
co-operates... nobody gets
hurt!

Please do not park in Heather

Gardens!

Please do not park in Heather
Gardens!
I have been contacted by residents of
Heather Gardens, rightfully complaining
about people parking across driveways,
parking in allocated spaces, blocking people
into their driveways and mounting
pavements, which obstruct for pedestrians.

I know that the parking situation is difficult,
but please try to park elsewhere. I have
suggested the Church Car Park (a minute’s
walk from the school) or over at The
Laughing Buddha, which is about the same.

Please respect our neighbours. Heather
Garden’s is Private Property!



I shared at our recent Parents as Partners that we would be beginning
our work towards gaining our SLIVER award as a Rights Respecting
School.  We have registered with UNICEF and Miss Ellis has attended a
recent course all about the award.  We look forward sharing our
progress with you in the coming months!

Rights Respecting SchoolsRights Respecting Schools

FOOD BANK
FRIDAY IS BACK!
See the information
below.  Please help
if you can.

DESIGN A MASCOT
COMPETITION
See below for the
winning entry!

RIGHT OF THE
MONTH
We will focus on a
specific right to
learn about each
month.

RIGHT OF THE MONTH

FOOD BANK

We have recently collected for the Food Bank
on two occasions.  The most recent was during

our Christmas Fayre.  Once again, you have
been very generous in your offerings.

We are delighted to work in partnership with
the ViewCare Foodbank at Viewpark Parish

Church.

FREEDOM OF
THOUGHT &
RELIGION

Congratulations to Mirren
Burns who won the RRS
Mascot Competition!

We will continue our
collections on the first

Friday of each month we
can possibly collect.

We look forward
introducing a real life
version of Bobby to
the children in the
coming new term!

Bobby the Rights
Respecting Bear will
help us as we work
towards SILVER!



Click HERE to access the link from the Goals
information

https://www.nhslanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk/services/weight-management-service/goals/


Date: Event: Details

Friday 5  Decemberth P1-3 Visit to the Panto 10am in Airdrie Town Hall

Tuesday 9
December

th

Nursery Visit to Panto 10am in Airdrie Town Hall

Tuesday 9
December

th P1-3 Christmas Show - Afternoon
Performance

1:45pm in the Assembly hall

Wednesday 10
December

th P1-3 Christmas Show - Morning
Performance

9:30am in the Assembly Hall

Thursday 11
December

th Christmas Lunch - no other menu
items today

Wear Christmas Jumper or add something
Christmassy to uniform

Friday 12
December

th

P6/7 Christmas Party
Children can be collected from the gate at

12:15pm if they are going home to changeMond

Monday 15
December

th

P4/5 Christmas Party As above

Tuesday 16
December

th

P2/3 Christmas Party As above

Wednesday 17
December

th

P1 Christmas Party As above

Thursday 18
December

th End of Term Carol Service and
Christmas Sing Along

Wear Christmas Jumper or add something
Christmassy to uniform

Thursday 18
December

th

School Closes Early 2:30pm

Monday 5  Junaryth School Re-opens
8:15am for Breakfast Club

9am for everyone else

Tuesday 13
January

th

Parent Council Meeting 6pm in the Dining Hall.  All Welcome!



Date: Event: Details

Tuesday 13
January

th

P3 to attend Mass 10am in St. Columba’s.  All welcome to attend.

Tuesday 27
January

th

P3A and P3B Parents as Partners From 9am in the Assembly Hall

Wednesday 28
January

th

P2A and P2B Parents as Partners From 9am in the Assembly Hall

Thursday 29
January

th

P1B and P1C Parents as Partners From 9am in the Assembly Hall

Thursday 5
February

th

P7 Confirmation Mass 7pm in St. Gabriel’s Church


