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Our school year is off to a flying start with lots of hard work underway! We have held our
House Elections and the children have voted for their House Captains and Vice-Captains.
Well done to everyone who put themselves forward for the role. Itis a brave thing to do. The
candidates were excellent and prepared well.

Welcome to all of our new families! We hope that you are settling well are feel warmly
welcomed in our school community. A warm welcome to all of our new P1 families too. We
look forward to working with you all. The children have made a great start to their time at
school and are already part of the St. John Paul Il Family!

There are a number of things we do at the beginning of the year to get things up and
running. This involves asking you to complete various forms. Some of these will be online

and others may be in paper form. Please try and fill them in as soon as possible.

As always, if there is anything | can help with. Please do get in touch!

Our Mission, Vision & Values

Inspired by the person of Jesus Christ and our Patron, St. John Paul Il, our vision is to be a

school community where everyone is included, listened to and valued. Our children will be

at the heart of everything we do, as we support them to be the best version of themselves as
MISSION Successful Learners, Confident Individuals, Responsible Citizens and Effective Contributors.

riences in an inclusive environment, which prepares and equips them for learning, life and
work. Through excellence and equity, we strive to meet the needs of everyone in our school
VISION community. Our Catholic faith will be nurtured, lived and celebrated.

@ To nurture the faith, strengths, and talents of every child through high quality learning expe-

Faith | Respect | Inclusion | Achievement | Trust | Friendship
VALUES




School Photographer

Our school photographer will be in school on 7th, 8", 9" October.
Information will be sent out to all families regarding this. You will be asked
to sign up for what photographs you would like (siblings, etc.)
Unfortunately, due to the amount of children, we cannot accommodate
specific requests by individuals.

ALL CHILDREN will have an individual portrait taken. P1 and P7 will have
class photographs taken. Siblings will have photographs taken if requested
on the form which will be issued via the photographer in due course.

Sacramental Preparation

Children in will have been issued with a
letter inviting Parents/Carers to attend an
Enrolment Meeting Tuesday 23™ September
at 7pm in either St. Gabriel’s or St.
Columba’s Church. This is the way to enrol
your child for whatever sacrament they are
due to make.

Primary 3 - First Confession (Reconciliation)
Primary 4 - First Holy Communion
Primary 7 - Confirmation

We are holding one meeting in each church
for ALL sacraments. This is to save some
people from having to attend multiple
meetings.

Please make every effort to attend the
short meeting in your own parish.

If you are intending on requesting baptism
for your child, you should do this sooner
rather than later. Without Baptism, your
child cannot make their First Confession.

New Government Guidance for

Volunteers in schools

The Scottish Government has revised it’s
guidance and the law around clearances for
those who are volunteering to work with
vulnerable groups (children or adults). The
Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) must
now be applied for and granted before a
volunteer can work within our school setting.
The same is true for our Parent Council events.

The guidance around this is very complicated!
It is a fairly simple process to apply and there
are also some exemptions. However, | am
looking for volunteers who would be willing to
work with us to apply for and obtain a PVG
certificate through Disclosure Scotland.

This will particularly impact upon volunteers
who are supporting school trips - one of the
main things we have you involved in. It will also
impact upon those who volunteer to support
Parent Council Discos.

If you, or anyone in your family normally
volunteers for school trips, could you please
click on the link below to register as someone
we can put forward for a PVG? We cannot yet
apply, but of we have a list, we can work
through it as soon as we know what to do next.
It can take up to 6 weeks for a PVG Certificate to
be issued!



https://forms.office.com/e/wQj6Px3YKe

Lost Property - Have you labelled all of your child’s belongings?

We have a huge amount of lost property in the school and it is so
early in the term! Mrs McGhee is our lost property expert! She has
been returning everything that has a label on it. Sadly, almost all of
the lost property has no name and so we cannot return it. Please
ensure you put your child's name on all of their belongings, especially
if it is a part of school uniform... as it all looks the same! We will try to
put the lost property out on tables outside the building and also at
Parents’ Night. If your child has lost something, please contact us or
come in to see if you can locate it with us.

Parents’ Night Appointments

Parents’ Night takes place on Thursday 2™

October 2026. Appointments should be made
via Parent Portal. Letters have been sent out
to all parents/carers who were not signed up.

If you need help creating an account, please
let our team in the office know and they will
be happy to help! We look forward to
welcoming you all on 2™ October!

We have received a lot of comments and complaints
about the amount of people smoking and vaping at
the school gate. We’ve also noticed an increase in
people vaping in the grounds at the beginning and
end of the day. Please remember that
smoking/vaping is not permitted on any school
grounds. However, | would also ask you to move
away from the school gate if you are smoking. There
are signs posted at both gates to indicate no
smoking. Thank you for your support with this!




Car Park Safety - Are you a Smart Parker?

| am, once again, appealing to every single car park user to
consider their own parking/driving behaviours. There have
been recent comments and appeals by parents and carers
via our school Facebook account to ask people to have some

more consideration and be more safety conscious.
C — ]

There are never going to be enough spaces for the amount
of cars in our car park. But the situation as it stands is
extremely unsafe and very worrying.

We see all sorts of awful manoeuvres and behaviours in the Park n a designmteal space
car park which make it an unsafe place for our children
especially.

. On/y use a disabled space if
you have a blue badge

As the adults who use the space, those who drive to school
are the ones who need to take action and ensure you are
parked safely and behaving appropriately.

d Keep 7%@ one way s_tjs*em
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We have an increase in Taxis' bringing children with Dont Par/e on double _(je//ows
additional support needs and disabilities to school. They
have been shocked at the parking/driving behaviours they've
seen and have brought their concerns to me. Dont let your child out of the

d DOVI'* VHOMH+ pavemen*s

It is the decent thing to be a safe driver and consider the car and onto moving traffic

safety and wellbeing of ALL people around you. The roads Observe /Omph
around the school should also be a place where you take . .
extra care! Pavement parking is against the law. Be kind and ,DONLIe”H

On a similar road safety note...

In recent weeks, there have been a couple of incidents involving adults on electric scooters on
Laburnum Road. | believe one parent was knocked down by one just outside the school. | am
unsure if the person on the scooter was another parent or just a member of the community.
Please be vigilant, particularly at busy times (drop off and collection) as these can come out of
nowhere and at speed! It goes without saying that these should not be operated within school
grounds and this applies to children too!

M} y ¥ &€ : g \ If you have concerns about road safety, parking
around the school, incidents involving other
vehicles and/or members of the public, it may be
worthwhile reporting these to the local councillors
and/or the police. If enough of us raise concerns,
there may be an appetite to do something about
the issues we are experiencing. | have asked local
police to make themselves available at busy times
if they are able.

Again, thank you for your co-operation.




Annual Improvement Priorities for 2025-2026

As many of you will know, we go through an annual self
evaluation process each year and from that, we identify
areas for improvement within our school. Here is a brief
outline of this year's Annual Improvement Priorities.

Nursery Priority:
Raise attainment through family learning
and engagement opportunities.

Priority One:

To improve inclusive pedagogy & practise
in St. John Paul Il. This involves increasing
our skills and knowledge around support
needs in our school.

Priority Two:

Engage with the NLC Learning, Teaching
and Assessment process to ensure high
quality assessment and Teacher
Professional Judgements.

Improving attendance, late
arrival & early collection
continues to be a priority!

Primary 6 & 7 Breakfast Club and School Meal Payments
Please remember that children in Primary 6 and 7 are not automatically entitled to a free school
meal. This is only available up until Primary 5.

We already have a lot of P6/7 children with overspends on their accounts and we are being
asked to bring this to your attention. Please ensure you add money to your child’s account.
Remember that payments must also be made for Breakfast Club.

Only children whose parents/carers have applied for Free School Meals will receive one. Please
click on the NLC logo if you wish to apply. You can do this at any time.

NORTH
LANARKSHIRE
COUNCIL

You can also apply for a clothing grant at this link.



https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school-meals/free-school-meals-and-clothing-grants

WILL HOLD HALLOWEEN ACTIVITIES DURING THE SCHOOL DAY ON THI»
BEHALF. THIS WILL CONCIDE WITH DLIR HALLOWEEN PARADE WHICH WILL ._
TAKE PLACE ON THE AFTERNOON FRIDAY 31°' OcToBER 2025. MoRE 3(
DETAILS TO FOLLOW!

Annual Data Check

We ask that everyone checks the data we have
for you and all emergency contacts, as well as
medical requirements, etc. This can be done
via Parent Portal. Those who do not have an
account have been sent a paper version along
with details of how to create an account.

You can update your records at any time of the
year, but at the beginning of a school year, we
remind you so that all of the information we
hold is the most up to date.

We have some children whose emergency
contact phone numbers are no longer in use, so
we have struggled to contact anyone. This is
not ideal, especially if there is a medial

emergency!
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Early Collection at the end of
the day

Early collections at the end of the school day
are getting completely unmanageable, Last

year, | asked Parents/Carers to work with us to
keep this to a minimum. It worked to an extent!

Since our return, more and more children are
collected early on a daily basis and the last 30 -
40 minutes of the school day are now a time
when quality learning and teaching is almost
unobtainable.

| understand that, from time to time, you may
need to collect your child. However, the
endless tannoy calls for children to come to the
office before the bell is a huge problem for us.
A few children, now and then, for genuine
reasons is manageable. The current situation is
not.

The last 10 minutes of the day are worse! If you
need your child at 2:50pm, surely you could
wait until 3pm? Please try and support us with
this as we really need your help!




We are planning to hold our Parents as Partners events again this year.
Please see advanced notice of the dates for each class. As with previous
years, we will leave P1-3 until after Christmas, as they will soon have their

Christmas Show to prepare for.
Parents as

Partners

Wednesday 19" November
Primary 4A (Mr Cooney)
Primary 4B (Miss Ellis)
Primary 5A (Mrs McKay)

The programme is the same each day:
9am Tea/Coffee/Biscuits served in the
hall

Thursday 20" November
Primary 5B (Mrs Bell)
Primary 6A (Miss Gavin)

Friday 21* November 9:10am Introduction from Mr Thomas
Primary 6B (Mr McLaughlin)

Primary 7A (Miss Agnew)

Primary 7B (Mrs McCluskey) 9:30am Children arrive to showcase

their work
Tuesday 27" January
Primary 3A
Primary 3B

Wednesday 28" January
Primary 2A (Mrs McDade)
Primary 2B (Mrs Mulgrew)

Thursday 29" January
Primary 1A (Miss Millar)
Primary 1B (Miss Savage)

Attendance Update

We are continuing to focus on dW W

school attendance and late

coming this year. With this, we —
want to increase the overall c 0 U N T S I

level of attendance in the m

school. Already, 45% of our
children (164) are below the
95% attendance target. | have

School success starts
issued a letter to all with attendance

parents/carers to show

attendance levels, even if your Ifyou need any help or support,
attendance is L0O%! Pleasedo 1y logyse contact us and we will be

try to maximise your child’s

attendance at school. happy o help.




Flu can be serious,
even for healthy children.

Our day for Flu
Vaccination is
Wednesday 17th
September 2025




DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  JZ2°0

Date:

Tuesday 16"
September

Tuesday 23"
September

Thursday 25"
September

Friday 26" &
Monday 29"
September

Thursday 2™
October

Friday 10" October

Monday 13" - Friday
17" October

Wednesday 22"
October

Tuesday 28"
October
Friday 31* October
Monday 17"
November

Thursday 13t
November

P4A/4B/5A Parents
as Partners
19/11/25

Event:

P6 Class Mass

Sacrament Enrolment Meeting for P3,
P4 and P7

Non-Uniform Day

HOLIDAY WEEKEND

Parents’ Night

Fun Day

October Holiday

Feast of St. John Paul I

Parent Council Meeting

Halloween Parade

INSET DAY

Mass for the Holy Souls

P5B/6A Parents as Partners
20/11/25

Details

St. Gabriel's Church at 9:30am

7pm in either St. Gabriel's or St. Columba’s
Church.

£1 donation per child if possible. However, all
children can take part.

Pupils returnon Wednesday 30th

Appointments available to book online.

More details to follow

School re-opens on Monday 20" October.

Mass in school at 11am. All Welcome!
Cinema afternoon

6pm in the Dining Hall. All welcomel!

Children who are going home to get changed

into their costume will be dismissed from the

gate at 12:15pm. Others can get changed in
school if required.

Pupils should not attend

11am in the school. All Welcome!

P6B/7A/7B Parents as Partners 21/11/25




