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Some words from M
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Mass


Primary 4/3 recently led us in a celebration of St Mungo. They did brilliantly. Primary Seven children helped them by altar serving. Primary 3/2 will celebrate mass on Thursday 2rd February in honour of The Presentation. 





Nil by mouth workshop 


On Wednesday 18th January, Primary 7 were given the opportunity to take part in a workshop provided by a charity dealing with Sectarianism called ‘Nil by Mouth’. Two men came in and talked to P7 about Sectarianism and how people act. The men were very friendly and were very keen to be involved with the children. They gave P7 two activities which resulted in shocks and laughs.  The activities were about making different choices and understanding why not to judge people just because of their differences. They learned about three new topics that tied in with sectarianism. The three topics were prejudice, religious denomination and discrimination. The whole experience was great fun and the children in P7 were very well behaved. Mrs Baxter and Mrs Gribben were very pleased with their behavior and attitude towards the workshop.


  











Welcome


Us again!! We have had busy few weeks and everyone is working very hard.





New staff members


Recently three new members of staff have joined our school. Mrs Harris is the new office secretary, Mr McAleer is a classroom assistant along with Mrs Brockman. They have settled in very well and everyone is making them feel welcome.





It’s a boy!


We are proud to announce that one of the staff, Mrs Ayton, has had a baby boy! The name Mrs Ayton has given him is Lucas. Mrs Ayton will be back to teach in St Joseph’s Primary School in the near future.





Burns’ celebration


Our yearly Robert Burns celebration has been, it was on Friday the 27th of January in the old school hall just down the street from our school. The party took place after lunch in the afternoon. This party was for Primary 5 – 7 and the pupils were entertained by Mrs Anderson as she showed off her phenomenal bagpiping skills. While the students tucked into some delicious Irn Bru, shortbread, cheese & crackers, each class went up to the floor to sing and dance.  This was a fantastic event and everyone (even the teachers!) had a GIGANTIC amount of fun. Additionally, Miss Boyle arranged for a group of children to entertain the St Joseph’s lunch group on Burns’ Day – they were very grateful and gave the children a nice treat!
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Words from Mr McCloskey





Hello everyone.  


During recent assemblies we have focused on Golden Time, Positive Mindsets and Blooms Taxonomy.





GOLDEN TIME: 


We have created the phrase – ‘Is Your Name Golden?’  This will allow children to aim for their name to be consistently in the Golden Sun in their class.  We had a great discussion around times when children’s names might slip off the Golden Sun and that they should always aim to turn this round and quickly return to the Golden Sun and make their name golden again.  We discussed that although we have the very highest of standards and expectations, there would be times when a few children might slip off the Golden Sun and we agreed that during these times the children should agree a short term target with their teacher which when achieved would see them moving their name back up to the Golden Sun.  The children are responding really well to this and I ask you to discuss this regularly at home in a very positive manner.





POSITIVE MINDSET:


Our Golden Time discussions linked very well with our focus on Creating a Positive Mindset.  This is an approach encouraged by North Lanarkshire Council and built around the work of Carol Dweck and in particular her book: MINDSET.  In short our children are being encouraged to consistently challenge themselves in their learning and not to forget the word YET.  ‘I can’t do this…YET!





BLOOMS TAXONOMY:


We are looking again at Higher Order Thinking Skills and reflecting on how these support and develop the Principles of Curriculum Design.  Please ask your child about Blooms Taxonomy and hopefully they will be able to explain this further.   


























Holiday Weekend


The school is closed to children and staff on Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th February. Wednesday 15th February is an in-service day and the school will be open to staff only. Pupils should return to school as normal on Thursday 16th February. 





Micro-tyco


Primary 7 held many fundraising events last term to raise money for charity. £233 went to the charity Wildhearts who support poorer business people. An additional £200 went to Glasgow Children’s Hospital. 





High school visit


On Wednesday 25th January, Primary Six went to Our Lady’s High School for their first transition visit. They met lots of different teachers who explained their subjects. The children were split into two groups and had 4th year tour guides. Primary Six were particularly interested in their Mandarin class because they got to make lanterns and learned lots. They all had a great time and will return again as Primary Seven pupils. 





St Joseph’s Jewels


P6


Rose Jamieson – Piano award for exams 


Francesca Jamieson – Flute award for exam


Orlaith Boyle – Dance exam award 


Marco Vata – Player of the year for West End Thistle


Ciaran Carmichael – Player of the year for Rossvale  


Aaron Ryan – Player of the year for Garnkirk   


Mrs Houston – Water aid support, can only drink water for 28 days. 


P1


Faryn O’Hare- moved up a level in dancing 


Joseph Murphy- moved up a belt in Taekwon-Do 


Archie McManus- moved up a belt in Taekwon-Do


Aiden Craig- got a medal in dancing 


Ella Wilson- moved up a group in dancing 


Jamie Canning- got a trophy in football


Conner James- got an award and badge for swimming





Additional notes


Please remember that we collect batteries to be recycled. These should be sent to the school office.


Any generous donations of hankies for the classrooms will be gratefully received. 


Please remember that we are a nut free school and we ask that everyone keeps this in mind to help keep all our children safe.


A polite reminder that the school car park is for staff only. Parents and carers should use the church car park to drop children off at school. 


Look out for future Newshound newsletters at the start of every month. 
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