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Rationale 

At St. Dominic’s Primary School and Nursery, we acknowledge that many of our pupils come from low income families who may struggle with the cost of the school day.  We recognise that poverty and the associated financial barriers which result in missed opportunities can have a significant and long-lasting effect on children’s health, wellbeing and educational attainment. 

North Lanarkshire Education and Families believes that tackling disadvantages is at the heart of what we do. All establishments have a key role to play in tackling poverty. Serving all learners is not enough – there needs to be a specific focus on those children and young people who are growing up in poverty. 
(Education and Families Guidance Paper on Poverty Proofing Schools and Family Learning Centres, 2020) 
Aims

 In creating this policy we strive to remove the poverty related barriers to education to ensure that all children feel included in our school and nursery community in order to be successful. 
We aim to:

· remove financial barriers which impact on children’s participation and learning 

· reduce financial pressures on low income families

· eradicate opportunities for stigma and bullying amongst children and young people 

Our policy covers four over-arching themes: 

1. School and Nursery Poverty: this section of the policy focuses on tackling poverty via a review of the ‘Cost of the School/ Nursery Day’ and the continued focus on tackling period poverty. 
2. Food Poverty: this section of the policy links to North Lanarkshire’s ‘Children’s Right to Food Charter’ and focuses on our role in the continued development of Club 365 and increasing the uptake of free school meal and breakfast club provision.  
3. Maximising Income: this section of our policy focuses on maximising income via Financial Education and Welfare Advice for children and their families in partnership with North Lanarkshire’s Financial Inclusion Team.  
4. Fuel and Material Poverty: this section of our policy focuses on consideration of the impacts of these types of poverty and actions which must be taken.

School and Nursery Poverty

Theme 1 - School / Nursery Uniform

At St. Dominic’s Primary and Nursery we believe that uniform is a practical way to mitigate against the effects of poverty. We therefore promote and encourage our young people to wear school / nursery uniform.
At St. Dominic’s we aim to tackle poverty relating to uniform in the following ways:

· All pupils are welcomed irrespective of their attire.

· All school uniforms are available to purchase from a variety of suppliers including local supermarkets. 
· We actively promote applications for clothing grants.  

Apply for Clothing Grants here
· The school keeps a stock of uniforms which can be used to support in times of need.
· Donations of nearly new uniforms accepted at any time and parents and carers have access to this pre loved uniform bank free of charge.  
· The above uniform bank is extended to cover seasonal items such as, First Communion clothes, Halloween costumes and Christmas jumpers. 
Additional offer:

We are also supported by Airdrie Community School Uniform bank. The uniform bank operate an anonymous telephone service to request uniforms to those in need. The service is actively promoted in the community via social media and included in school newsletters. In addition to this the uniform bank is supported by Airdrie Action Partnership who donate money for vouchers to be used by families in ‘Scotcrest’ uniform shops. 


Theme 2 - Equipment and Resources
We recognise that many family budgets do not stretch to allow the purchase of stationary items, specialist clothing, digital devices and internet access. At St. Dominic’s we aim to remove this disadvantage by:
· Providing all pupils with a learning pack which contains all items required to participate in lessons.
· Providing a bank of P.E. clothing and shoes.
· Providing school kits for football, netball and cross country events.

· Allocating laptops / internet dongle to identified families in conjunction with NLC.

· Providing homework clubs to allow pupils to access ipads / laptops.

Theme 3: Trips / Excursions
We recognise that the additional costs associated with educational trips and outings can cause anxiety and stress on families where budgets are already stretched. At St. Dominic’s the following measures are put in place to address this:

· Trips are planned whilst taking account of the wider school calendar and affordability.

· Where a trip or activity does have a cost attached we ask parents / carers for a donation towards the cost if the full amount is a barrier. Any shortfall is met by the school / nursery.
· We aim to give a minimum of four weeks notice of trips / activities to allow families sufficient time to save and pay.
· Where families have more than two children, third and subsequent children go free.

· A variety of payment options are available.

· On day trips, a packed lunch is provided for those in receipt of Free School Meals.

· Our Parent Council often offers financial support to minimise the cost of school trips / buses. 
 
Theme 4: Charity, Fundraising Activities, School Shows and Themed Days
Charity, fundraising activities, school shows and themed days can play a positive role in contributing to the ethos and life of the school. At St. Dominic’s Primary and Nursery we recognise that many families simply do not have additional funds to spare. We limit these costs in the following ways:
· Any fundraising events are spread out across the year to avoid asking for money too often. 
· Notice is given to allow parents / carers sufficient time to prepare.
· We keep ‘dress down’ days to a minimum and consider carefully the theme to ensure no additional cost to parents.  
· These days are always donation only and no one is excluded from taking part if they do not have a donation.  
· Donations are collected discreetly.
· Family donations are welcomed where more than one child attends the school.
· Pre-loved Christmas jumpers and Halloween costumes are made available if required.
· School shows costumes and props are provided by the school and requests for items from home are kept to a minimum.
Theme 5: Home Learning and Out of School Hours Learning
Home learning and out of school hours learning can provide valuable opportunities to compliment and enrich the learning experiences of our young people. However, these opportunities should have no associated cost in order to make them fully inclusive. In St. Dominic’s we:

· When setting out of school tasks/homework, staff consider that not all children have access to digital devices, printers or arts and crafts materials. 
 
· Staff ensure that all children are given or offered the resources they need to complete a task. 
· Digital devices are provided to identified families to support online learning.

· Children are encouraged to borrow books from the school library.

· After school homework clubs are run to support pupils to access ipads and/or laptops.

· After school clubs are run at no cost to pupils.

· Homework in encouraged but staff understand that not everyone is able to complete this at home.
 
 
Theme 6: Period Poverty
Period poverty refers to a lack of access to sanitary protection due to financial constraints and is the reality affecting girls and young women across the country. Improving period poverty can substantially improve girls education, health and wellbeing. In St. Dominic’s Primary School and Nursery Class:

· Sanitary products are freely available to all pupils and staff. are provided in a sensitive and dignified way. 
· Pupils are aware of where to access sanitary products. 

Food Poverty
 
In order to tackle food poverty at St. Dominic’s Primary and Nursery we:
· Actively encourage families to apply for Free School Meal entitlement during registration and transition events. 
· Include an electronic link to the Free School Mail application in our monthly newsletter. 
· Provide assistance to complete forms if required.

· Ensure that children in receipt of free school meals are not identified.

· Promote Breakfast Club and Club 365 within the school community.

· Ensure healthy snacks are available for children who are hungry.

· Provide cups for water for those children who are not able to bring one from home. 
· Provide a school packed lunch to those children in receipt of a free school meal for full day trips. 
· Provide food parcels to identified families in conjunction with SVDP Society.
· Request voluntary donations only from parents to meet the cost of nursery snack.
Apply for Free School Meals here

Maximising Income
At St. Dominic’s Primary and Nursey we offer Financial Education and advice for children, young people and their families in the following ways:
· Ensuring Financial Education is a feature of the school’s curriculum during Numeracy and Mathematics lessons, Developing the Young Workforce events, Money Sense and MACA projects.

· Supporting families to access the Financial Inclusion Team who can offer free and confidential advice on maximising benefits as well as debt and money advice.

· Signposting families to grants which they may be eligible to apply for or applying on their behalf.


Fuel and Material Poverty
Living without access to adequate heating or electricity can adversely impact on health and pupil’s ability to learn. At St. Dominic’s we will endeavour to support families facing fuel and/or material poverty by:
· Making a referral to the Financial Inclusion Team for families who are experiencing fuel and/or material poverty. (consent to share information is required)
· Offering support in partnership with the Financial Inclusion Team, CLD and, where appropriate, Health and Social Work.  
	Financial Support Contacts



	Financial Inclusion Team
	Telephone – 01698 332551

Email – FIT@northlan.gov.uk

	Citizen’s Advice Scotland
	Telephone – 01236 754109

Online – www.airdriecab.co.uk


This policy will be reviewed regularly and further responsive measures will be taken where needs are identified.
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Airdrie Community School Uniform Bank:


Tel: 07895519677


Email: airdriecub@gmail.com
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