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St. Barbara’s Primary School

December 2025
Welcome to St. Barbara’s December Newsletter
School Christmas Holidays

School will close at 2.30pm on Thursday 18th December 2025 for Christmas. It will re-open at 9am on Monday 5th January 2026.

On behalf of all of our staff, I would like to wish you and your families a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.
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  St. Barbara’s Primary School

Enrolment 2025/2026
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Children who attain the age of 5 years between 1 March 2026 and 28 February 2027 should be registered for education during the week commencing Monday 12 January 2026.

Each child's birth certificate and proof of address in the form of the current council tax bill must be produced.

A Baptismal Certificate should be produced where applicable.

The dates and times for enrolment at St. Barbara’s are:

Monday 12th January: 2pm – 5pm

Tuesday 13th January: 9.15am – 11am
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                     Thursday 15th January: 2pm – 5pm
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As you are probably aware, Persimmon Homes are building new homes close to the school. Last year, staff from Persimmon came into the school to talk to the children about construction.

 

As part of the work, they talked about what goes into the construction of new homes, the variety of jobs and importantly, health and safety.
As part of Persimmon’s Community Champions Award, the school has been given a magnificent £5000.
Last week, staff from Persimmon along with the Leader of the Council visited the school to present the cheque. We are all very grateful to have been nominated for this award and I would like to thank Persimmon for their generosity towards our children, staff and families.
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P.7 Cluster Maths CHAMPIONS!!!
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Congratulations to our Primary 7 Maths teams! We sent two teams to participate in the Cluster Maths Championships at OLHS and I am delighted to tell you that we won!

The teams worked really hard and the whole school is so very proud of them.

Daniel, Deri, Olivia, Johan, Darragh, Matthew, Aaron and Chloe.
Mini Vinnies
Well done to the Mini Vinnies who led an Advent Service for all of the classes. Children were asked to place coins on an Advent Wreath as part of the Service. 

They raised an amazing £130 for the Wayside Club in Glasgow.
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Well done Mini Vinnies!
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Santa’s Dash
The sponsored Santa Dash took place earlier this week.
We have raised £1300 for the school which is absolutely amazing. 

Thank you so much for your generosity.
Christmas Coffee Morning

I don’t have number for the PTA at present, however, the school raised approximately £1200. Again, many thanks for your generosity.

       St. Barbara’s and St. Joseph’s Parish Information
           Christmas Mass Times
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           Tuesday 24th December 

Christmas Vigil
4.00pm – St. Joseph’s Church

5.30pm – St. Barbara’s Church
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                         Carol Service: 11.30pm            St. Joseph’s
                    Christmas Vigil: Midnight               Church
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Wednesday 25th December

Christmas Morning
10.00am – St. Barbara’s Church

11.15am – St. Joseph’s Church
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Together, we make your home




Elf for a Day!
The children in Primary 4 were tasked with completing a story in which the main character became an elf for a day. Here are three versions for you to enjoy…
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Amelia was not happy. It seemed like everyone in the whole world was having a good time. Everyone else that is. Nothing was going right today.

I can’t find my Labubu! Liliana can’t come over and play. Now I have to stay her with the babysitter!

It was a new babysitter, not even someone familiar. It was two days before Christmas too! This time of year was supposed to be special!

“You look like you could use some cheering up,” the babysitter said. “Would you like to play with the snow globe?”

Amelia took the snow globe and shook it. She saw the North Pole and Santa’s secret village. She saw a little elf and then something magical happened…she ended up in the North Pole! 

She saw her friend Liliana and shouted, “Liliana!”

Liliana ran over to Amelia.

“What is happening?” asked Liliana.

“I don’t know,” said Amelia.

They looked down and saw that they were elves and they had green and red dresses and a read head band.

“Let’s go and see Santa,” said Amelia.

“Yes! Let’s go!” Liliana said.

They went left, then right. They stopped because they saw a sign that said ‘Santa in here! Only elves allowed.’

So, they walked in and sw Santa.

“How can I help you elves?” said Santa.

“We got teleported to the North Pole,” Amelia said.
Santa said, “You can go to house number 8.”

“We will,” Liliana said.

So they went to house number 8.

“You will go into a box and get delivered to that house but you have to come back at night so you can go to your own home,” said Santa.
“Okay,” said Amelia and Liliana. 

So they arrived at the house and the two little girls brought them in. The little girls started shouting, “Yes! Yes! We have an elf!!!”

The clock hit midnight and Liliana and Amelia went to the North Pole.

“Take Dasher to ride to your houses,” said Santa.

“Okay,” they said.

So they got home. Amelia met the babysitter again and the babysitter said to her,

“You can have the snow globe.”

“Thank you! Thank you!” said Amelia.

Amelia’s parent came home.

Elise – P.4
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Amelia was not happy. It seemed like everyone in the whole world was having a good time. Everyone else that is. Nothing was going right today.

I can’t find my Labubu! Liliana can’t come over and play. Now I have to stay her with the babysitter!

It was a new babysitter, not even someone familiar. It was two days before Christmas too! This time of year was supposed to be special!

“You look like you could use some cheering up,” the babysitter said. “Would you like to play with the snow globe?”

Amelia took the snow globe and she shook it. But something happened. Amelia teleported to Santa’s secret village. Amelia saw a house, so she ran over to the house. But in a flash, she gasped. Amelia saw an elf with a red hat and a beautiful red and white dress and blue eyes.
Amelia ran over to the house once more. When Amelia went in, she saw two elves in the house. Then Amelia ran to the village with lots of letters and presents. When Amelia went into the village she saw Santa. Amelia rubbed her eyes and when she opened them she saw a lot of Her name was Lily.

Lily said,” Come with me.”

Amelia went with her and they went to the Art Room. 

“Let’s draw,” she said. So, they drew together. When it was lunch time Lily and Amelia went to the lunch hall. Lily and Amelia ate some yummy cookies.

Amelia saw a globe in the lunch hall and she said, “That looks like my city,” because it was. Then she said, “Bye everyone!”

Santa was also there and he said, “Bye! Have a lovely day in your city.”

So Amelia went back to her city.

Connie – P.4
Amelia was not happy. It seemed like everyone in the whole world was having a good time. Everyone else that is. Nothing was going right today.

I can’t find my Labubu! Liliana can’t come over and play. Now I have to stay her with the babysitter!

It was a new babysitter, not even someone familiar. It was two days before Christmas too! This time of year was supposed to be special!

“You look like you could use some cheering up,” the babysitter said. “Would you like to play with the snow globe?”

So Oliver took the snow globe and put it upside down.
“This is boring!” said Oliver. In the globe was Santa’s secret village.
“I don’t want to play with this anymore,” he said and in a flash Oliver turned into an elf!

Noah was there as well and they flew into a house and they did something bad. Oliver and Noah got flour and made snow angels. The next day the kids were laughing!

Gracelyn – P.4
Diary Dates
18th           School Closes: 2.30pm   
January 2025 
 5th        School re-opens: 9am
Happy Birthday
Sonny Slaven       Aoun Jaffri     Olivia McLuskey     Mila Rae     Cole Traynor
Freddie Connell    Theo Walker

Rocco Gourlay   Gemma Jackowska     James Corey     Matthew Webb       
        Jaxon Carey    Jessica Wilkin   Deri Duffy     

Christmas: Did you know?
             Did you know that Santa Claus travels at 650 miles per second, or 3,000 times the
           speed of sound?               
The Germans made the first artificial Christmas trees out of dyed goose feathers.

The “true love” mentioned in the song “Twelve Days of Christmas” does not refer to a romantic couple, but the Catholic Church’s code for God. The person who receives the gifts represents someone who has accepted that code. For example, the “partridge in a pear tree” represents Christ. The “two turtledoves” represent the Old and New Testaments.

Bolivians celebrate Misa del Gallo or “Mass of the Rooster” on Christmas Eve. Some people bring roosters to the midnight Mass, a gesture that symbolizes the belief that a rooster was the first animal to announce the birth of Jesus.

It is estimated that the single “White Christmas” by Irving Berlin is the best selling single of all time, with over 100 million sales worldwide.

In Germany, Heiligabend, or Christmas Eve, is said to be a magical time when the pure in heart can hear animals talking.

The world’s largest Christmas present was the Statue of Liberty. The French gave it to the US in 1886. It is 46.5 meters high and weighs 225 tons!

GERMANY: Lebkuchen (large cookies made of honey) 
        Lebkuchen
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